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- C ibson, L ynch to be sworn in today- 


Education Commissioner Sarah Wescott-Williams(left) cuts the ribbon 
marking the start of St. M aarten I nstitute of T echnoiogy and H ospitality 
(SMITH) at Sundial School M onday, while Interim Head of the Educa¬ 
tion D epartmentL inda R ichardson (second left), WycliffeSmith, D i rector 
of Social Wei fare A ffairsStanleyH odge andSM IT H ProjectM anger Paul 
Riviere look on. 

SMITH launched, 
initiative lauded 


PH ILIPSBU RG —St. Maarten 
I nstitute of Technoiogy and H os¬ 
pitality (SMITH) was launched 
M onday with stakeholders under¬ 
scoring its importance in equip¬ 
ping young people with theneces- 
sary ski 11 s to f u ncti on effecti vel y i n 
the job market. 

Classes for the institute officially 
started M onday at the PSV E sec¬ 
tion of St. M aarten A cademy and 


IN BRIEF 


Marigot - 

INFANT 

MORTALITY 

Figures released by the health de¬ 
partment of the General Council 
(DASD) indicate that the infant mor¬ 
tality rate in French St. Martin has 
been more than triple the national 
average in the last three years. Page 
7.. 


Philipsburg - 

COMMISSIONERS 
DRAFT PLANS 

If the College of Commissioners of 
the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba 
police forces has its way, past regu¬ 
lations such as junior officers salut¬ 
ing senior officers and senior gov¬ 
ernment officials will be reinstated. 
Page 3. 

Philipsburg - 

CABINET 

BUDGET 

The Cabinet of the Lt. Governor will 
have its own budget in the near 
future. The current cost of the cabi¬ 
net is NAf. 853,348, not NAf. 2 mil¬ 
lion as was stated in questions per¬ 
taining the draft 2004 budget of the 
Island Government. Page 6. 


at Sundial School, after close to a 
year of intensive planning. 

E ducation Commissioner Sarah 
Wescott-Williams said govern¬ 
ment had taken steps to obtain a 
plot of land located at Cay H ill to 
erect a permanent facility for the 
institute, while an application for 
apropertyadjacenttoSt.M aarten 
Vocational Training School in 
South R eward had been made "for 
expansion purposes." 

The efforts to put together 
SM ITH werelauded bystakehold¬ 
ers attending the launching cer- 
Continued on page 6 


PH ILIPSBU RG —National Alli¬ 
ance signed a coalition agreement 
on M onday,confirmingitspartici¬ 
pation in the Louisa-Godett cabi¬ 
net. A ttorney-at-lawand business¬ 
man R ichard G ibson will become 
M inister of Constitutional and I n- 
terior Affairs and Edgar Lynch 
State Secretary of J ustice. They 
will be sworn in today, Tuesday. 

National Alliance Leader Sena¬ 
tor William Marlin confirmed 
M onday afternoon that he had 
signed a new accord with five other 
parties- FOL, PLKP, PNP, DP- 
Bonaire and DP-Statia - to 
broaden the base of the FOL-led 
coalition that can now enjoy a 
majorityof 13 seats in Parliament. 

National Alliance was the first 
party to sign at F ort A msterdam, 
the headquarters of the Central 
Government. PNP and its new 
leaderFinanceM inisterE rsiliade 
Lannooy was the second one to 


sign, said Marlin. "It was my first 
signature as part of the federal 
coalition," hetoldTheDailyHer- 
ald shortly after signing. 

" 11 is now a fact that the N ational 
A11 i ance is part of the new C entral 
Government," he said, announc¬ 
ing that G ibson was the candidate 
fortheministerpostand Lynch for 
the state secretary position. 


Both G ibson and Lynch have al¬ 
ready passed the usual screening 
process and will be taking their 
oaths at the palace of the G over- 
nor of the Netherlands Antilles 
this afternoon at 4:00pm. 

A Iso taking the oath will be the 
DP-BonairecandidatesOleanaas 

Continued on page 3 



"Skippy" holdinguptheboa constrictor found on theSuckerG arden lot. 
A boa constrictor approximately 4.5 feet long was discovered when a lot 
on Sucker G arden R oad was being cleared by a front-end loader around 
2:50pm yesterday. The reptile was found under a pile of dirt as it was 
beingmoved bytheloader. Unfortunately, theboa was slightly injured by 
oneoftheteeth oftheloader. Thesnakewastaken byjohn Halley to the 
A nimal Health C entre for treatment. H alley intends to keep the snake as 
a pet. Boas, native to the tropical forests of Central and South America, 
are closely related to thepython. Theboa constrictor is pale sandy brown 
with 15 to 20 chocolate brown marks on its back and normally grows to 
a length of 10 feet. The largest boa constrictor ever caught was 18.5 feet 
long. 
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WEATHER 

Today: Partly cloudy, occasionally mostly cloudy. 

Winds: Easterly, 8 to 14 miles per hour, with possible gusts to 20 miles 
per hour. 

Sea conditions: M oderate to choppy. 

Wind force: 2 to 4, occasionally 5. 

W aves: 2 to 5 feet. 

Swells: Southern coastal and open waters, Southwest, 2 to 4 feet. 
E Isewhere, N orth to N orthwest, 2 to 5 feet. 

Occupants of small craft should continue exercise caution because of 
locally rough season our North and East facing shores. 

Barometric pressure: A bove normal. 

Barometric tendency: Falling slightly. 

Forecast high: 29°C 84°F 
Forecast low: 23°C 73°F 

SYNOPSIS: A weak Atlantic high pressure system continues to gener¬ 
ate a gentle to moderate Easterly air flow over the Northeastern 
Caribbean. A few areas of patchy cloudiness located to the E ast of our 
region on M onday were moving Westward. Some of these clouds will 
generate a few isolated, possibly widely scattered showers. Otherwise, 
swells will continue to move into our local waters from the North, 
causing locally rough seas, especially along our North facing shores. 
Boaters and swimmers should therefore continue exercise caution 
because of locally rough seas. 

HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK: None. 

SPECIAL FEATURES: None. 

Outlook until Wednesday midday: Generally partly cloudy. 

Rainfall probability: 30 per cent or less. 

Rainfall potential: 1 to 2 mm, locally more. 


Sunrise: 6:44am; Sunset: 6:07pm. 
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On theinside 


News that National Alliance had joined the FOL-led Central 
G overnment after all arrived at about the same time as word that 
a solution might be in the works for the debt of St. M aarten 
M edical Center to the Federal Receiver, the last major hurdle in 
preventing the bankruptcy of the hospital. 

While the two are not directly related, a breakthrough in the 
deadlock between Willemstad and Philipsburg on the medical 
center could make the participation of the party led by W illiam 
M arlinintheCentralGovernmentalotmoreacceptabletomany. 
N ational Alliance had wanted, but did not get, a State Secretary 
of Public Health, primarily to solve the hospital crisis. It now 
appears such a position may not be necessary to attain that goal. 
But, if agreement is indeed reached, credit for removing this 
crucial obstacle to a better future for the hospital goes in the first 
place to the institution's management and board, who fought 
hard to make a payment arrangement the hospital could carry 
without again running into financial problems. It appears the 
suggested two-year grace period previously rejected by the Cen¬ 
tral Government is now acceptable, be it under a number of 
conditions. 

L t. G overnor F ranklyn R ichards reportedly played a crucial role 
in brokering the final deal with M inister of Finance E rsilia "Z us" 
de Lannooy. This newspaper already suggested on D ecember 11, 
in an editorial called "This can't be the end,” that a compromise 
on the grace period and payment term should be possible, 
considering the crucial role of the hospital, not just for St. 
Maarten, but for the Windward Islands as a whole. 

Concerning the decision of National Alliance to support the 
Louisa-Godett Cabinet after all, opinions will again vary. The 
party now says it never fought over GEBE as reported and 
believes it is better for St. M aarten to be on the inside than on the 
outside looking in. Its proposed M inister of Internal and Consti¬ 
tutional Affairsin anycase has been very vocal about the island's 
constitutional quest. He will now have the chance to prove 
himself. 



ST. MAARTEN 


Agenda St. Maarten I St. Martin 


POLICE STATION 

Philipsburg tel. 542-2222 

HOT LINE 108 
EMERGENCY 111 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Tel. 542-6001 or 120 

HOSPITAL 

Medical Center, Cay Hill 
24-hour Emergency Service 
tel. 543-1111 
AMBULANCE 
Philipsburg tel. 542-2111 
Red Cross Building: 545-5263 
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES 
For medical emergencies the doctors 
on call can be reached outside clinic 
hours.PatientsofDr.Bouman.Dr.Bryson, 
Dr. Bus, Dr. Hermanides, Dr. Knol, Dr. 
Mercuur, Dr. Scheffers and Dr. Spencer, 
please call tel. 577010. Patients of Dr. 
Datema, Dr. Foeken, Dr. Hertes, Dr. van 
Osch and Dr. Tjaden, please call tel. 
577007. Patients of Dr. van der Waag, 
pleasecall570444.PatentsofDr.Abadjeff, 
Dr. Dennaoui and Dr. Gumbs should 
contacttheirown doctor. 

ANIMAL AMBULANCE TEAM 
542-0600/5598887 CRIME 
STOPPERS ANYMOUS TIP LINE: 


543-TIPS(8477) 

TELEPHONE INFO 
Tel-em: 542-2211 
E. Caribbean Cellular: 542-4100 
Weather Info: 123 
ST. MAARTE N TOURIST OFFIC E 
W.G. Buncamper road, Vineyard 
Building, tel. 542-2337, fax. 542-2734 
ST MAARTEN ZOO 
Madame Estate: tel. 543-2030 
Open daily 10 am-6 pm. 
October-March 9 am - 5 pm. 
Admission residents: Adults: $5, kids 
$3. Non-residents: $10/$5. 

Cole Bay C ommunity Council: meet¬ 
ing IstThursdayofmonthatSunFlower 
KinderGarten School, Union Rd. Cole 
Bay at 7:30pm 
SERVICE CLUBS 

ROTARY meeting at Divi Little Bay 
Beach Resort every Wednesday at 
noon. Rotary M id Isle meets every Tues- 
day 6-8pm, The Dali S urf&Turf Restau¬ 
rant Maho Plaza,2nd level. 

LIONS meeting atthe Upper Princess 
Quarter Community Centre Lions Den 
in Sucker Garden every 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 8 p.m. 

ST.MAARTEN LEO CLUB meeting at 
J ubilee Library 1st 3rd Friday every 


month at 6:30 p.m. 

KIWANIS meets at Wifol Building on 
Thursday each month at 7.30pm. 
Kiwanis Key Club of the St Maarten 
Academy meeting at the St Maarten 
Academy every Friday at 1.30 p.m. 
KIWANIS SOUALIGA 1st & 3rd Mon¬ 
day 7:00pm Holland House 
J AYCEES meeting at the WIFOL Build¬ 
ing every last Thursday of the month 8 
p.m. 

STMARTIN MUSEUM 

Frontstreet7, Philipsburg, tel 542-4917 
Opening hours from March 1st 
Monday-Friday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. -12 noon 
Sundays: closed. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 6-7pm, Red Cross Building, 
Airport Road. Saturday and Sunday at 
Mullet Bay beach next to restaurant 
8.30-9:30am. Tel. 5571271 (day) 544- 
3203 (evening) 

AIDS COORDINATOR Shannavan Eer 
tel 5422079 Health Department e-mail: 
healthaf® sintmaartan.net 
NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN 

Great Bay Marina, Office Unit #3 POB 863, 
Philipsburg. Tel. 542-0267, Fax 542-0268.Email: 
naturesxm@megatropic.com 
PHILIPSBURG J UBILEE LIBRARY 
Ch.E.W.Vogestr. 12, Tel. 542-2970. 

Open: Mo:46.30,Tu:9-12.30/4-9,We/Fti:9-12.30/46.30, 


Th:4-9,Sa:10-l. 

WOMENS DESK, Fnontstreet 141 (oppositeTel- 
Cel).Monday-Friday9am-5pm.Tel: 542-7940,Fax: 
542-7941. 

E-mail: womensdesk@sintmaarten.net 
SAFE HAVEN, providing shelterand supportto 
victims of family violence. POB 636; Tel: 333. 
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, E.C. Richardson street 
11-b; Tel, 542-1000/542-1008; Fax: 542-1001 
FRENCH HONORARY CONSUL, POBox 
803, Philipsburg. Tel: (00590) 879989. Fax 
(00590) 879625. E-mail: 
Stanislas.GRAIRE@wanadoo.ff 
LEGAL AID CENTER, Law Clinic, open every 
Saturday 9:00am -12.00 noon. Free advise on 
personal legal issues. Administration Building, 
tel. 5422337 

Coastguard NA&A (24hrs) 113 
THE ST. MAARTEN RED CROSS, (24hrs), 
#34 Airport Road Simpson Bay, Tel. 54-55263/ 
52304, Fax. 54-52333. 

Email: redcross@sintmaarten.net 
SALVATION ARMY Union Rd 59 Cole Bay 
POBox5184 Te/fax5445424 cell:5477353 Sun 
9:00am, Tue 7:00pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thu 
7:00pm, Sat 4:00pm 

ST.MAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN holds their general 
monthly meetings every third Monday at the 
Delta Hotel at 7:00 pm. 

DIABETES INFORMATION CENTER, A.Th. 
Illidge Road (behind Desktop/Napa building) 
Free blood-glucose testing every Thursday 
from 5:30 - 7:00 pm. 

USO St Maarten/St Marlin (USAmilitairy),contact 


J anetLambert5577616or00590 590 294406. 
SKALCLUBST.MAARTEN/ST.MARTIN meetslst 
Tuesday of the month. For location call: 5424432 
Jennifer). 


POLICE MUNICIPALE 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.04 

GENDARMERIE 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.10 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.08 

AMBULANCE 

Office tel. (00590) 590 87.74.14 
Home tel. (00590) 590 87.72.00 
HOSPITAL tel. (00590) 590 87.87.67 
DISPENSAIRE Marigot 
8 a.m. - 3p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.50.93 
DISPENSAIRE Orleans 
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.37.21 
C.R.O.S.S. (Center, Research, Organi¬ 
zation, Rescue, Security) is on stand by 
24 hours at 0596 709292. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

ROTARY meeting at Flamboyant Ho¬ 
tel, Baie Nettle every Thursday at8 p.m. 
LIONS First and third Tuesday at 
Nadaillac, Marigot at 7.30 p.m. 
KIWANIS: See St Maarten. 

MUSEUM ST. MARTIN 

Facing the grand parking at Marina 

Royale-Marigot.Openffom9am-lpm/ 

3pm- 7 pm, tel. (00590) 590 29.22.84. 
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Post NV: Student’s 

arrest separate issue 


PH I LI PSB U R G — The re¬ 
cent detention by police of a 
student who was on job train¬ 
ing at the Post Office branch 
inPhilipsburgisnotconnected 
to the company's recent dis¬ 
missal of two of its employ¬ 
ees, spokesperson for N ieuwe 
PostNV SidneyPoulinastated 
yesterday. 

Poulina toldTheDailyHer- 
ald the issue involving thestu- 
denthad been handled bythe 
Director for the Windward 
Islands and was completely 
separate from the investiga¬ 
tions concerning the two dis¬ 
missed employees. 

Post Office management re¬ 
mained tightlipped Monday 
aboutthe latest developments 
in what they say is an internal 
investigation into the disap¬ 
pearance of some U S $30,000 
to $40,000, f o r wh i ch a f em a I e 
cashier was dismissed. 

TheWindward IslandsCiviI 
Servants U nion (WICSU ), 
representing the cashier, has 
demanded that the company 
reinstate her or keep her on 
the payroll until the final out- 
comeof the investigation.The 
union contends that her dis¬ 
missal was wrong, as there 
was no proof of her guilt. 

Poulina said the union had 
sent a letter to the company, 


to which it had responded, 
but declined to givedetailsof 
either letter, saying that the 
matter was being treated in- 
ternally and notasoneforthe 
press. 

H ewasunableto sayin what 
department the other person 
reportedly sent home had 
worked. He also could not 
verifytheperiodduringwhich 
the money had been taken 
from the company or whether 
it had been removed from 
packages. 

H e also did not mention the 
department in which the stu¬ 
dent had been trai ni ng, or how 
he had gained access to the 
cash. 

"We are not aware of any¬ 
one being detained," Poulina 
explained. He said the Post 
Office management had filed 
a complaint at the police sta¬ 
tion abouttwopersonsagainst 
whom they wanted formal 
charges brought in connec¬ 
tion with the missing money. 

The company's General 
Managing Director in 
CuragaoM artinQuerengsaid 
about a week ago that after an 
audit was performed, funds 
had been found missing, for 
which action was taken in the 
form of dismissals, pending 
legal actions. 




M embers of the survey team pose for photo with the project 
director at City Hall. 

Survey evaluating level of 
insecurity, victimization 


Commissioners draft plans to 
strengthen police discipline 

PH ILIPSBU RG — If the 
College of Commissioners 
of the Netherlands Antilles 
and Aruba police forces has 
its way, past regulationssuch 
as junior officers saluting 
senior officers and senior 
governmentofficialswill be 
reinstated. 

A proposal to make this 
possible is one of several 
beingdrafted bytheCollege 
of Commissioners for sub- 
missiontothej usticeM inis- 
ter of the Netherlands 
Antilles. 

It was one of several issues 
affecting the police 
organisations that were dis¬ 
cussed when membersof the 
College of Commissioners 
met with their Chairman 
Police Chief Commissioner 
D errick H olidayonj anuary 
22 and 23. 

Holiday told The Daily 
Herald Monday that while 
the police force had become 
very lenient on issues such 
as the compulsory wearing 
of hats when in uniform,the 
saluting of senior govern¬ 
ment officials, and places 
officers shouldn't frequent, 
reinstating these rules and 
semi-military procedures 
would serve to strengthen 
the d isci pi i ne of the offi cers 
and create more apprecia- 


D errick holiday 
tion for their work. 

He said specific punish¬ 
ments thatshould be meted 
out for offences committed 
by police officers would be 
included in the draft pro- 
posalsfor submission to the 
J ustice M inister. 

H eexplained thattheCode 
of Ethics wasaguidelinefor 
police behaviour on and off 
the job, but did not specifi- 
callyaddressthepunishment 
for failing to comply with 
the rules. 

"The College of Commis¬ 
sioners believes that there 
are cases where officers 
should have been punished 
for certain actions. This as- 
pectoftheruleswasputaside 
and we feel thatitshould be 
brought back," H olidaytold 
TheDailyHerald Monday. 


MARIGOT—A survey to 
try to evaluate the level of 
insecurity and victimization 
felt by residents of French 
St. M artin starts today. It is 
being coordinated by the 
CLSPD, through the assis¬ 
tance of eight field officers, 
who will be interviewing a 
sample of 700 persons in the 
various villages around the 
island. 

The CLSPD is a special 
department funded by the 
State responsible for draft- 
i ng an action plan to combat 
violence and delinquency. 
From now until March 19, 
the officers will carry out 
thei r en q u i ry, th e resu I ts of 
which should help authori¬ 
ties prepare a local security 
action plan. 

Questionnaires have al- 
readybeensentto those con¬ 
cerned, chosen to represent 
a broad cross section of a 
population made up of 48 
per cent men and 52 per cent 
women. Only persons over 
th e age of 18 years have been 
selected for questioning for 
the survey. 

According to project coor¬ 
dinator A lexV ignal, itisvery 
important to first evaluate 
the situation if the action 
plan is to be effective and 
successful in fighting inse- 
curityand victimization. The 
same survey will be carried 
out with business places, as 
they too have been voicing 


concerns about the level of 
crime and theft on the 
French side. 

The action plan will be put 
together bylaw enforcement 
officers here, with the col- 
la bo rati o n of the p roj ect co¬ 
ordinator and other stake¬ 
holders in several sectors in 
the community. V ignal said 
they should be beginning 
work on the plan as soon as 
the survey is complete and 
the results are in. 

The questionnaires consist 
of 18 questions on the issue 
of safety in St. M artin. Some 
are to beanswered byY esor 
No, butothers require more 
in-depth details. 

Persons are asked ques¬ 
tions like whether they feel 
safe working theCity streets 
after sundown; have they 
ever been victims of victim¬ 
ization or robbery; are secu¬ 
rity and safety priorities for 
them; and whether they 
would fileacomplaintif they 
become victims of robbery 
or aggression. 

The results of the survey 
are expected to be made 
public beforetheaction plan 
is drafted. 


Islands 


National Alliance 


Education M inister and 
Oleana-Vos as State Secre- 
taryfor E ducation and Y outh 
Affairs. 

M arlin explained that the 
meeting in Curagao M onday 
afternoon had been to sign 
and not to negotiate. How¬ 
ever, the coalition partners 
"pledged" support. "They 
pledged to really get down to 
work for the islands and for 
the N etherlands A ntilles as a 
whole," he said. 

"There are important issues 
to St. M aarten. But the most 
important one is to be on the 
insideto getthingsdone.Y ou 
can't be on the outside, criti¬ 
cize, but still tell them to get 
things done for St. M aarten," 
said M arlin. 

A sked aboutthe portfolio of 
energy company G E B E, one 
of the key issues during the 
negotiations and one that 
National A lliancedidn'tman- 
age to secure, M arlin said he 
had "no problem" with DP- 
Statia leader Senator Julian 
W oodley aboutthis portfolio, 
which the St. E ustatius party 
maintained. "Neither of us 
had to fightor blink," he said. 
M arlin said he would bead¬ 
dressing the media tonight 
when he returned to St. 
Maarten. At that gathering 
with the press, he will go "ex¬ 


Continued from pagel. 



Edgar Lynch 


tensively" into the issues dis¬ 
cussed d u ri ng the negoti atio ns 
that started a few weeks ago, 
soon after WI PM-Saba and 
UPB-Bonaire stepped out. 
One of these issues, apart 
from G E BE, was the position 
of Deputy M inister Plenipo¬ 
tentiary. 


French band Les Explorateurs 
wins main prizes at Festival 

PH I LI PSBU RG —The big 
red-uniformed brassband Les 
E xplorateursof F rench Q uar- 
ter took away both fi rst prizes 
at the second annual Drum 
Band Festival "Keep on 
Drumming" Sunday. 

The band won the Presenta¬ 
tion competition at Raoul 
I IlidgeSportsComplex, aswell 
as the Street Parade. 

Soualouiga Brass Band 
Foundation Secretary 
D inaida M erencia said M on¬ 
day that the difference be¬ 
tween the first and second 
place bands at the presenta¬ 
tion competition wasonlyone 
point. "Les Explorateurs had 
589 pointsand Curagao Brass 
E xpresswalked awaywith 588 
points," M erencia said. 


La Flamme, also from the 
French side,finished third out 
of 11 groupsthat participated 
in the show, which started 
around 4:00pm with a parade 
from Celebration Palace and 
finished at around 9:30pm at 
the Sports Complex. 

"Experience the beat," the 
first Drum Festival, pulled 
four bands last year and the 
organizers Soualouiga Brass 
Band Foundation promised 
the large and appreciative 
crowd that next year'sfestival 
would be even biggerthanthe 
2004 show. 

"We are going to work very 
hard on it," said M erencia 
while thanking all the spon¬ 
sors of this year's event for 
their contributions. 




















Islands 


Hopes to sign deal today 


Minister agrees to let 
hospital pay debt later 


By Suzanne Koelega 

PHILIPSBURG — Finance 
M inister Ersilia de Lannooy 
said M onday she hoped to 
reach an agreement with St. 
M aarten M edical Center 
(SM M C) through Lt. Gover¬ 
nor F ranklyn R ichardstoday, 
Tuesday, about an arrange¬ 
ment for the hospital to post¬ 
pone payment of its debt to 
the F ederal R eceiver for two 
years. 

The agreement is the result 
of several letters and contact 
by telephone between the 
Minister, the Lt. Governor 
andSM MC's board si nee I ate 
last week. The board of 
SM M C sent a letter to the 
Finance M inister on M onday 
informing her thatitwould be 
accepti ng one of her two pro¬ 


posals. 

The proposal the board is 
willing to accept states that 
the Federal Receiver will 
make an "exception" to its 
policytocollectSM M C'sout- 
standing debt. The letter 
doesn'tmention amounts, but 
it concerns some NAf. 3.8 
million, builtup between 1997 
and 2002. 

SM M C will be given a grace 
period of twoyearsunderfour 
conditions: payment of cur¬ 
rent obligations to the Cen¬ 
tral G overnment, asettlement 
on the medical treatment of 
prisoners, an evaluation after 
two years to determine 
SM M CVpaymentpotential" 
and the hospital's property 
owning foundation POF 
standing guarantee for the 
outstanding amounts. 



C ongratulationsgo outto E IvisSteward (right) receivinghis 
gift certificate for US $50 from A dvertising representative at 
TheD aily H erald Sandra M artina, for winning TheD aily 
Herald'sGuess Where? G uess What? Challenge published 
last Saturday. EI vis identified all the changes: The woman’s 
left thumb, an emblem on her hat and a dot in the back¬ 
ground were removed; her bracelet was duplicated on her 
other hand; the word "SPEED" in the background was 
changed to "SPE ES."E I vis may use his gift voucher atj ust 
In Boutique or K wik Bargains/K wik I deas before M arch 7. 


I n the letter, the board stated 
that it was "prepared and in 
the position" to accept this 
proposal. The other proposal 
was for PO F to take over the 
debt. 

The grace period will make 
itpossibleforSM M C to carry 
out a restructuring, invest in 
the institution and make a 
payment arrangement with 
other creditors for non-pref- 
erential debts, after which its 
moratorium on payments can 
be eliminated. 

"After the investment and 
restructuring period of two 
years, we see all possibilities 
to be in a position to comply 
with payment obligations of 
the federal debts," stated the 
letter that was signed by 
SM M C'sDirectorDr.George 
Scot. 

M inister de Lannooy con¬ 
firmed on M onday that she 
was "close" to reaching an 
agreement with the Lt. Gov¬ 
ernor. "I expect to sign an 
agreement tomorrow (Tues- 
day, ed.)," she said, acknowl¬ 
edging the role the Lt. Gover¬ 
nor had played in this. 

"Certain things" will be in¬ 
cluded in that agreement to 
"prevent bankruptcy," she 
toldTheD ailyH erald. "There 
are different options," she 
said, adding that public health 
was "very important" and 
played an "important role" in 
the process. 

"I just spoke to the Lt. Gov¬ 
ernor and I am awaiting his 
response," shesaid.asshewas 
coming out of the meeting 
where she signed the political 
agreement to broaden the 
base of the federal coalition 
together with National Alli¬ 
ance and four other parties. 

She said SM M C's debt to 
the Federal Receiver would 
not be forgiven. "T he C entral 
Government can't afford 
that," shesaid. "But we came 
to an agreement that the pay¬ 
ment wouldn't be in the way 
of their financing position." 

St. Maarten Democratic 
Party (DP) Councilwoman 
and former State Secretary 
Maria Buncamper-M olanus 
said she was "very pleased" 
that a solution was being 
reached between the parties. 
Buncamper-M olanus had 
sent a letter to the Finance 
M inister recently, urging her 
to "do something" about the 
situation. 

"I hope that SM M C and the 
M inister can finalize this so 
thatthe hospital can start with 
the investments that it needs 
so much. I hope I have been 
able to make some contribu¬ 
tion and I am very pleased 
that the M inister got directly 
in contact with me on this 
matter," said Buncamper- 
M olanus. 



PH I LI PSBU RG — Close to 
9,800 road tax stickers have 
been sold so far, leaving close 
to 7,000 vehicle owners still 
having to pay this year's ve- 
hidetax-Controlswon'tstart 
yet, however, because the 
police also don't have the 
stickers yet. 

U ptoSaturday,9,760stick- 
ershad been sold, represent¬ 
ing about NAf. 2.7 million 
that will go into 
government's coffers. "I ex¬ 
pect a lot of people to still 
comethisweek,” Island Re¬ 
ceiver Jean James told The 


Daily Herald. One of the 
problems for some people 
has been the fact that they 
were paid late. 

The deadline for payment 
was Saturday, January 31. 
L ast year the dead I i ne was a 
month later, February 28. 
More than 17,500 stickers 
weresold in 2003 and 17,650 
were sold in 2002, yielding 
NAf.4.7million in revenues 
for government. 

Police haven't started con¬ 
trols yet, because the Cen¬ 
tral G overnmenthasn'tpaid 
the road tax for the patrol 


carsyet."ltwouldn'tbeethi- 
cal for us to perform con¬ 
trols, because we have to be 
an example," stated police 
spokesman Inspector 
GeronimoJ uliet. 

The Island Receiver's Of¬ 
fice has extended its open¬ 
ing hoursand has been open 
on Saturdays since the be- 
ginningofj anuaryto accom¬ 
modate its clients. The of¬ 
fice, located on University 
Boulevard under the same 
roof as the C ensus O ff ice, is 
open from 8:30am straight 
through lunch until 3:30pm. 


Old age pension 
hike to Parliament 


WILLEM STAD-The 
Central Government has 
sent the draft federal ordi¬ 
nance for the increase of the 
old age pension AOV to 
Parliament. 

But the advising entities, 
the Advisory Council, the 
Social Insurance Bank SVB 
and the Socio-Economic 
Council SER are far from 
happy with it due to the cost 
involved. 

SER recommends not to 
send the proposal to Parlia¬ 
ment considering the eco¬ 
nomic consequences. It will 
soon presentitsown lawpro- 
posal. 

In the government's pro¬ 
posal the AOV is increased 
from 528 to 550guildersper 
month, or 6,600guildersper 
year. F urthermore, there will 
beasupplementarypension 
forthosewhodon'thaveone 
and have a total income of 
up to 1,000 guilders per 
month (12,000 guilders per 


year). 

The aim isfor every person 
60 years an older to receive 
at least 1,000 guilders per 
month. This would all be 
produced by means of a dif¬ 
ferent premium system; with 
no longer a maximum pre¬ 
mium to be paid, but a per¬ 
centage of the income, plus 
an increase of the premium 
from 10 to 11 per cent. 

The SV B doesn't mind the 
increase of the benefits, but 
demands that the govern¬ 
ment guarantee the financ¬ 
ing of same. 

The Advisory Council 


po i nts o ut the co nseq u ences 
of the proposal. Itcan agree 
with thesolidarity principle 
and making sacrifices, "but 
there are limits." 

Someone with a so-called 
"free profession" earning 
336,830 guilders per year 
would have to pay 37,031 
guilders per year (or 11 per 
cent premium) to, in due 
time, receive 6,600 guilders 
per year, while someone 
earning 120,000 guildersper 
year must pay 13,200 guil¬ 
ders per year to be able to 
obtain the same 6,600 guil¬ 
ders per year. 
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Union, police deadlocked 

on dismissal of officers 


-rom left: LudwigOuenniche, Veronica Wilson-Webster, Jorien Lucas-Wuite, Maria van 
H eyningen and C edrick 0 rtega at the press conference. 

Small business foundation to help 
fund food safety clinic attendance 


PHILIPSBURG —The 
Small Business Develop¬ 
ment Foundation (SBDF) is 
offering special funding for 
managers/owners of small 
businessesinthefood sector 
to attend the Food Safety 


Clinic being offered by the 
Sector FI ealth Care Affairs. 

The foundation will fund 
70 per cent of cost of the 
NAf. 100 course for qualify¬ 
ing applicants,SBDF Presi¬ 
dent Veronica Wilson- 


Orders for Caribbean style 
money boxes still possible 


PHILIPSBURG—T helocal 
chapter of A nti 11 ean F edera- 
tion for Y outh Care FAJ is 
accepting orders for the 
handmade and -painted 
money boxes shaped like a 
Caribbean house. The 
money boxes, which play 
music when coins are 
d ro p ped i n, were sped a I gi fts 
in the FAJ Christmas 2003 
promotion. 

The boxes cost NAf. 25 or 
U S $14 each and can be or¬ 
dered from the FAJ office 
located in R upertl. M aynard 
Youth Community Centre 
in St. Peters, or by calling 
548-3500. The orders have 
to be placed by F riday, F eb- 
ruaryl3. 

Persons still awaiting their 
money boxes will receive 
them by the end of the 
month. The money boxes 
arrived in St. M aarten late 
due to heavy rains in 
Curagao that prevented the 
proper drying of the clay 
from which they are made. 
This also caused several or¬ 
ders not to be filled. 

Also several postcard and 
stamp orderswerenotfilled; 
these will be rectified by 
month end. The huge order 
received from St. M aarten 
was not expected by the or- 



A ngieA gol-Pantophlet 
ganizers, who had to adjust 
production to suit. 

Local Coordinator Angie 
Agol-Pantophlet said the 
demand forthe moneyboxes 
was still veryhigh and ithad 
been decided allow further 
orders. The money raised 
from the sales will go into 
theFAJ coffers and then be 
allocated asfundingforvari- 
ousyouth-based projectson 
all of the Antillean islands. 

St. M aarten has been ac¬ 
tive in submitting youth- 
based projects for funding, 
she added. The island has 
become more aware of FAJ 
and its operations over the 
past year and more organi¬ 
zations such as parent- 
teacher associations have 
submitted projects. 

Four projects have already 
been submitted forj anuary. 


Webster announced at a 
joint pressconferenceof the 
foundation and the Health 
C are department yesterday. 

The partial financing for 
the course is possible 
through the funds granted 
to SBDF by the Small En¬ 
terprise Stimulation 
Programme of the Nether- 
lands A ntilles (SE SNA). 

To receive the financing 
from SB D F, i nterested per¬ 
sons have to collect the rel- 
evantformsfrom the H ealth 
Department and visit the 
foundation office at E.C. 
Richardson Street #3 for 
funding approval, Founda¬ 
tion Secretary Ludwig 
Ouenniche said. 

The first phase of the clinic 
starts on F ebruary 17 and 
continues until the end of 
April. The first course is al¬ 
ready filled. There is space 
in the other scheduled 
course. H owever, the dead¬ 
line for registration is Feb¬ 
ruary 15, said health care 
off i ci al C ed ri ck O rtega, who 
is in charge of registration. 
Thecourseinvolvesinstruc- 
tion on properfood handling 
procedures, Course Leader 
Maria van Heyningen said. 
The dassesare twice weekly 
at U niversity of St. Martin. 
M orning and afternoon 
classes are available. The 
second phase will be geared 
towardsotherfood handlers 
and will be less in-depth. 

Health Sector Director 
Jorien Lucas-Wuite wel¬ 
comed the initiative of the 
foundation. She added that 
approximately 20 per cent 
of the managers/owners of 
food-related businesseshad 
already registered for the 
course. 


PHILIPSBURG — A final 
decision hasnotbeen reached 
regardingthedismissal of sev¬ 
eral police and immigration 
officers, three of whom be¬ 
long to St. M aarten's Police 
Force. 

T he issue of the officers' dis¬ 
missal was one of the main 
subjects of discussion at a 
meeting of the joint commit¬ 
tee comprising Netherlands 
Antilles Police Chiefs, the 
Netherlands Antilles Police 
U nion and theA dvi so ry com¬ 
mittee for the Netherlands 
A ntilles J ustice M inister, ac¬ 
cording to PoliceChief Com¬ 
missioner Derrick H oliday. 

The committee was estab¬ 
lished to advise the Justice 
M inister on matters relating 
to police, ashefeltthatthere 
were too many conflicting 
opinions, which made decid¬ 
ing on issues difficult. 

H olidaysaidthemeetinghad 
been held in Curagao on F ri¬ 
day last week. Police officer 
Giterson along with two im¬ 
migration officers, one of 
whom is still on active duty, 


have been brought up on 
chargesand a request submit¬ 
ted for their dismissal. 

Holiday said a major prob¬ 
lem was the union's position 
on the issue, which he ex¬ 
plained was that the officers 
should be reinstated, as the 
al I otted ti me for an i n vesti ga- 
tion, along with a final deci¬ 
sion on their future with the 
force, had expired before the 
decision was made. 

H oliday said the request 
from the union was in keep¬ 
ing with theguidelineson how 
investigations should be 
handled when officers are ac- 
cu sed of co m m i tti n g off en ces, 
but said based on the nature 
of the offences it would ruin 
the communities' trust in the 
Netherlands Antilles Police 
Force if these officers were 


reinstated. 

H e explained that the offic¬ 
ers were accused of d ru g traf¬ 
ficking and at least two in 
C u ragao were bel i eved to have 
been in one way or another 
involved in murders. 

W ith regard to the delay in 
the dismissal of the officers, 
he said the factors delaying 
the process included the fact 
that there had been a change 
in the person holding the of¬ 
fice of J ustice M inister, who 
has the final say on whether 
officers are dismissed. 
Anotheraspectwasthecom- 
plicated nature of the case, 
Holiday said. He also men¬ 
tioned departmental differ¬ 
ences on the cases, which had 
also played a role in the de¬ 
layed decision. 
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AGENDA 


ST. EUSTATIUS 
Police Station 182333 
Emergency 111 
Hot Line 108 
Fire Department 120 
Hospital 182211/182371 
Landsradio 182210 
Post Office 182207 
St. EustatiusHistorical 
Foundation Museum 182288 
Winair Office 182362 
Lions Club meets every 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday at the 
"Den" next to the Airport 
Drug Prevention Foundation 
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm 
at the Golden Era Hotel. 
Coastguard N A & A 113 
St.EustatiusNational parks: 
GallowsBay: 3182884 

SABA 

PoliceStation 

The Bottom, tel. 4163237 
Emergency 111/112 
H ospital 

T he B ottom, tel. 4163288/4163289 

F i re D epartment Ai r port 

Flat Point tel. 4162210 

SATEL 

The Bottom, tel. 4163211 

WINAIR, Airport 

Flat Point, tel. 4162255/2713 

Taxi ServiceAirport 

Flat Point, tel. 160 

Administration Building 

The Bottom, tel. 4163311/ 

4163312/4163313 

Tourist Office 

Windwardside, tel. 4162231 

Harbour Office 

Fort Bay, tel. 4163294 

Saba Marine Park 

Fort Bay, tel. 4163295 

Nature& HikeGuide 

JamesJohnson 

The Bottom, tel. 4163307 

Service Club 

Saba L ionsC lubgeneral meeti ng 
every 1st and 3rd T uesday 8:00 
p.m. at Eugenius A. Johnson 
Center. 

Coastguard NA&A 113 
Red Cross 

General meetingeverylastM on- 
day, 6 p.m, E ugenius A. J ohnson 
Center. 

ANGUILLA 
EMERGENCY 
Police911 
Fire911 
Ambulance911 
PoliceStation 497 2333 
Hospital 497 2551 
Dental clinic497 2343 
Radio Anguilla 497 2218 
Tourism Department497 2759 
C rimestoppers0800 7777777 
AIRLINES 

A merican E agle 497 3501 

Winair 497 2748 

Liat 497 5000 

Tyden Air 497 2719 

A ir A nguilla4972643 

TransA nguilla497 8690 

COURIERSERVICE 

DHL 4973400 

Federal Express4972719 

UPS 497 2239 

SERVICECLUBS 

RotaryClubof Anguilla 

Roy'sRestaurant6:00p.m.-8:00 

p.m.EveryThursday. 

Soroptimist International 

Day Care Centre 

4.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday 

in each month Tel: 497 3509 

LionsClub 

TheValleyPrimarySchool 
1st and 3rdT uesday at 8.00 p.m. 
Tel: 497 6259 

N ational C ounci I of Women 

Arts and Craft Centre 
4.30 p.m. 1st M ondayin month. 

I nteractClub of Anguilla 
M eetseveryFriday at 3.15p.m. 
at theA I bena L ake H odge C om- 
prehensive School 
Alcohol ic Anynomous meeti ngs 
every Sunday at 8:30 am and 
M ondayat 5:00 pm on Shoal B ay 
picnicarea. 


Subscribe to 

PHONE 5425253 



Lt. Governor’s Cabinet costs 
NAf. 853,U8, not NAf. 2 M 


MajorRonaldA lexanderandBrigadierSiegfriedMaria weigh- 
ing the drugs at the police station in TheBottom. Photo and 
report byDaveL evenstone. 

Police in Saba arrest 
St. Maarten drug mule 


SABA — Policearrested a pas¬ 
senger of the St. M aarten- 
Saba ferry "The Edge" on 
Friday. The young man J .W. 
of St. M aarten had four 
pounds of compressed mari¬ 
juana on his body, together 
with 30 grams of crack stones. 

The police tookj .W. to the 
policestation for questioning 
and he was transported to the 
police station in Philipsburg, 
St. M aarten, on Saturday af¬ 
ternoon. 

Thiswasthefirst major haul 
fortheyearinSaba, butitwas 
reportedly not the first time 


police had confiscated drugs 
entering the island via the 
ferry service. Zero tolerance 
in the fight against drugs is 
beginning to bearfruit, itwas 
reported to this newspaper. 

M ajor Ronald Alexander 
saidhisteamofofficerswould 
continue to carry out strict 
controlsontheimportof drugs 
to the island. "We cannot al¬ 
low drugs to take over the 
island and do nothing about 
it. We are doing our job and 
we expect the community to 
appreciate that," he said. 


PHILIPSBURG — The 
Cabinet of the Lt. G overnor 
will have its own budget in 
the near future. The current 
cost of the cabi net (for 2004) 
is NAf. 853,348, not NAf. 2 
million aswasstated in ques¬ 
tions pertaining the draft 
2004 budget of the Island 
Government. 

The cabinet currently 
doesn't have its own budget 
and the NAf. 853,348 in sal¬ 
ary cost isnowcarried bythe 
I sland T erritory. "It isadvis- 
able that for the year 2004, a 
budget is drawn up for the 
Cabinet of the Lt. Gover¬ 
nor," it was stated in the an¬ 
swers to questionsby Chair¬ 
woman of the Central Com¬ 
mittee Maria Buncamper- 
M olanus. 

Chief of the Cabinet Ligia 
Stella, in cooperation with 
the Finance Department, 
will be drawing up a pro¬ 
posal for the Executive 
Council. There is a "need" 
forthis, because theCabinet 
ischarged with,amongother 
things, protocol. 
Theprotocol division,asec- 


tion of the Cabinet, deals 
with thevi si tsof government 
leaders, consuls, ambassa- 
dorsand other officialsfrom 
abroad. According to the I s- 
landsR egulation E R NA, the 
Lt. Governor officially rep¬ 
resents the Island Territory 
in this area. 

The Cabinet has been as¬ 
sisting the island territory in 
several areasthat, according 
to the ERNA, don't directly 
resort under the Lt. G over¬ 
nor, thedocumentstated. In 
thelightof theLt. Governor's 
"gatekeeper'sfunction," his 
Cabinet has been helping to 
improve the general quality 
of governance. 

The Dutch Government, 
consciousof the need to have 
proper governance, has 
made three technical assis¬ 
tants available who are part 
of the Cabinet. The Dutch 
G overnment finances these 
technical assistants. 

The Cabinet gives assis¬ 
tance to projects and advice 
co m m i ttees, qualitative sup¬ 
port of the government ap¬ 
paratus in case of projects 


emony. SM ITH Project 
M anager Paul R ivierecalled 
it the first of several accom¬ 
plishments to be attained. 

The second accomplish¬ 
ment, hesaid, would be suc¬ 
cessfully integrating SM ITH 
graduates in the job market 
and/or havingthem continue 
thei r stud i esat other terti ary 
institutions. SM ITH hasar- 
rangementswithM ondriaan 
College in the Netherlands 
and Lively Technical Cen¬ 
ter in Tallahassee, Florida, 
for students to conti nuethei r 
studies there. 

"A momentous occasion" 
was the term used byDirec- 
torof Social WelfareAffairs 
Stanley Hodge to describe 
the start of the classes. H e 
alluded to failed efforts 
madein the pastto start simi¬ 
lar programmes and said 
officialshad learntfromtheir 
mistakes. "This is a project 
being prepared for St. 
M aarten by St. M aarten," 
hesaid, addingthatteachers 
who are part of the 
programme are "highly mo¬ 
tivated." All themajorstake- 
holders, he said, combined 
their efforts to put SM ITH 
together without seeking 
funding from other sources 
andthisshowsthatthe"Gov- 
ernmenthasputtheir money 
where their mouth is." 

Hodge advised SMITH of¬ 
ficials to pursue other "cre¬ 
ative" steps if they encoun¬ 
tered difficulties in obtain¬ 
ing accreditation for their 


Continued from page 1. 
"courses. "If, for whatever 
reason, this isnotforthcom- 
ing with the necessary expe¬ 
diency, it might be neces¬ 
sary to review for all intent 
andpurposestheBasicCom- 
petence Certificate 
Programmes (BCCP) cur¬ 
rently being developed and 
introduced in other coun¬ 
tries," said Hodge. 

Tourism Commissioner 
Theo Heyliger was repre¬ 
sented by his Executive As¬ 
sistant Maurice Lake, who 
lauded the programme as 
being pertinentin providing 
the job market with skilled 
and competentlabour. Lake 
congratulated those in¬ 
volved in putting the insti¬ 
tute together and expressed 
hope that the intended ob¬ 
jectives would be met. 

Wescott-Williamssaid: "I 
encourage you students to 
staythecourse.Thisisanew 
opportunityforyou,anopen 
door to your future. Enter 
confidently, remainfocused 
throughoutandattheendof 
your programme, you will 
have mastered ski I Isthat not 
onlywill serve yourpersonal 
and professional growth, but 
also make you better 
equipped to serve St. 
M aarten as we build this 
nation block by block," she 
urged students. 

Interim Head of the Edu¬ 
cation Department Linda 
Richardson also madea pre¬ 
sentation during the cer¬ 
emony. 


that are of "substantial im¬ 
portance" economically, fi¬ 
nancially or to governance. 
The Cabinet also takes ini¬ 
tiatives in the area of 
government's finances, as¬ 
sists in improving the trans- 
parencyand integrity of gov¬ 
ernment, and advises the 
ExecutiveCouncil on certain 
matters. 

G overnment needs the as¬ 
sistance of the Cabinet, as 
long as the government or¬ 
ganization doesn't comply 
with conditions of a govern¬ 
ment apparatus, the docu¬ 
ment stated. Improving the 
quality of governance is a 
"high priority" of theExecu- 
tiveCouncil. 

"Objectivity and proper de¬ 
cision taking, that relate 
closelytofinancial and orga¬ 
nizational independence of 
the rest of (government) or¬ 
ganization, are served with 
permanent support of the 
Cabinet bytheKingdom.The 
goal isstrengtheningthesys- 
tem of checks and balances 
of the insular, decentralized 
administration," it was 
stated. T he L t. G overnor has 
al ready contacted the D utch 
G overnment on this matter. 
The need to strengthen the 
system of checks and bal- 
ancesalsoappliestothefunc- 
tioning of the Island Coun¬ 
cil. As such, the document 
suggested support for the 
Island Council and men¬ 
tioned the fact that clerks 
were nowsupporting munici¬ 
pal councilsin Holland. 

In St. M aarten this would 
make the Island Council 
function more indepen¬ 
dently of the administration. 
Membersof the I sland Coun¬ 
ci I are"encouraged" to come 
with proposalsto strengthen 
thefunctioning of this body. 
The character of the tasks 
oftheLt.Governordeserves 
a "fundamental discussion" 
within the framework of the 
Kingdom.Thepositionofthe 
Lt. Governor should also be 
included in the process of 
strengthening the adminis¬ 
tration. Holland is working 
on a system of an elected 
M ayor, a system that is al¬ 
ready in place in France and 
the US. 

Island Councilwoman 
Buncamper-M olanus had 
asked aboutthefinancing of 
the Cabinet and mentioned 
theamountofNAf.2.03mil- 
lion that appeared on the 
draft 2004 budget. She 
wanted to know what share 
of the cost the C entral G ov¬ 
ernment would pay, as she 
considered it unfair to St. 
M aarten'staxpayerstocarry 
all the cost. 
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Street Vibes 

Judy Fitzpatrick 


What’s on your mind? 


PH ILIPSBU RG-Street 
Vibes allowed members of 
thepublicto share theircom- 
ments on any issue of con¬ 
cern to them. Their com¬ 
ments follow. 

Yolanda Kortenoever, 
housewife 

"The Emilio Wilson Park 
should be turned into a real 
cultural park with additional 
trees planted to enhance its 
beauty. St. M aarten is a cul¬ 
tural communitywith people 
from every part of the Car¬ 
ibbean residing here and 
plants should be brought in 
from al I over the C ari bbean 
and planted at the park to 
representthevariousislands. 
Benches should also be 
placed there for people to 
go, relax and enjoy nature. 
"Considerationshould also 
be given to having a pond at 
the park. Everyone is run¬ 
ning after the dollar while 
they should take time to en¬ 
joy nature. The E mil io Wil¬ 
son Park should be a place 
where peoplecan go to bond 
without saying a word. 

"I also believethatthesince 
the flamboyant tree is a na¬ 
tional tree for the island, 
more should be planted on 
the island. It should be seen 
more." 

Sopheia York, 
private sector worker 

"I believe that more should 
bedonebytheauthoritiesto 
create jobs for unemployed 
persons. Locals and people 
with legal papers for the is¬ 
land should be given prefer¬ 
ence for employment and 
employers should stop 
favouritism when hiring. 
People should be employed 
on their own merits and 
based on thei r qual ifications 
and experience and not be¬ 
cause they are the friend of 
someone." 

RamongBlijden, 
private sector worker 

"The minimum wage iscur- 
rentlytoo low and should be 
increased. This is a matter 
that needs the urgent atten¬ 
tion of the necessa ryauthori- 
ties. The minimum wage is 
i nsuff i ci ent com pared to th e 
expenses of the ordinary 
man. The cost of living is 
also growing while people's 
salaries remain thesame. If 
this continues people will 
continuetoengagein illegal 
activities to earn extra 
money to make ends meet." 

Crystal Cohen, 

"There is not enough secu¬ 
rity on the streets. Security 



Yolanda Kortenoever 



Sopheia York 


RamongBlijden 



Crystal Cohen 


G eraldine Williams 


should beincreased,particu¬ 
larly at nights in places that 
people frequent a lot. I also 
believe that the island has 


too many vehicles and not 
enough roadsandsomething 
should be done to (allevi¬ 
ate) the traffic problem." 

GeraldineWilliams, 

retired 

"The cost of living on St. 
M aarten istoo high, consid- 
eringthattheislandisaduty 
free port. Government 
needs to putcontrol mecha¬ 
nisms i n p I ace to ensu re that 
the prices for certain items 
are stable and things such as 
rent remain affordable for 
the ordinary man. People 
can no longerafford thehigh 
and i ncreasi ng cost of li vi ng. 
We are only surviving by the 
grace of God." 

Teachers union 
sends letter to 
Govt, on late 
payment of salaries 

PHILIPSBURG — The 
W indward IslandsT eachers 
U nion (WITU) senta letter 
to E ducation Commissioner 
Sarah W escott-W illiamsand 
the Executive Council on 
M onday, conveying thesen- 
timents of union members 
who complained that they 
had been unableto cash their 
cheques at the bank on F ri- 
day.WITU also advised gov¬ 
ernment that its members 
were upset that their sala¬ 
ries had not been paid on 
time. 

WITU President Claire 
Elshot said the union had 
received numerous com¬ 
plaints from public school 
teacherson F ridaythatthey 
had been unableto cash their 
salary cheques at the bank 
onFridayandwereinformed 
that the bank had not yet 
received January's payroll. 
Elshot said her members 
were very upset about the 
situation and were prepared 
totakeanyaction to prevent 
a recurrence. 

She said the letter to 
Wescott-Williams was in¬ 
tended to urge government 
to put mechanisms in place 
to prevent a recurrence and 
implore her to ensure that 
teachers were paid on time 
and i n accordance to the I aw. 
Shesaidpublicschool teach¬ 
ers werenormallyscheduled 
to receive their salaries two 
daysbefore the month ends, 
but this had not been the 
case in recent months. 

Elshot said civil servants 
had also complained that 
theytoo were unableto cash 
their cheques on Friday. 


_ Islands _ L 

St. Martin records high 
infant mortality rates 


MARIGOT — Figures re¬ 
leased by the health depart¬ 
ment of the G eneral Coun¬ 
cil (DA SD) indicate thatthe 
infant mortality rate in 
F rench St. M artin has been 
morethantriplethenational 
average in the last three 
years. 

DASD is very concerned 
aboutthisdevelopmentand 
says these alarming propor¬ 
tions cannot be tolerated in 
a country like St. Martin. 

The figures show that in 
1999 the number was 8.94 
per thousand, in 2000 it in¬ 
creased to 18.84, in 2001 it 
wasat20.52 and i n 2002 there 
was a slight decrease to 18 
per thousand. The French 
national figure is presently 
five per thousand. 

According to representa¬ 
tive of the G eneral Council 
Jean Luc Plumenceau, this 
situationcouldbeattributed 
ei th er to a sh o rtage of m ed i - 
cal staff at the hospital or to 
anincreaseinthenumber of 
undocumented mothershav¬ 
ing babies on the French 
side. Hesaid itwas time for 
authorities to take the situa¬ 
tion seriously and do what is 
needed to stamp out the 
problem. 

Plumenceau also gave fig¬ 
ures on the percentage of 


persons seeking medical at¬ 
tention who were covered 
bythe F rench social security 
scheme. In 1999 only 21.98 
per cent had coverage; in 

2000 itwas30.13 per cent; in 

2001 a si i ght i ncrease to 30.43 
and in 2002 it was at 30.40 
per cent. 

Thisshowsthatonly20per 
cent of those treated at dis¬ 
pensaries had medical cov¬ 
erage. This, accordi ng to the 
director, placed further fi¬ 
nancial strains on the G en¬ 
eral Council, which must 
pick up the cost as a substi¬ 
tute for the state. 
Plumenceau is of the view 
that proper control at the 
hospitals to deter undocu¬ 
mented mothers from hav¬ 
ing children on the French 
sidewouldhelpdecreasethe 


high rate of infant mortal ity. 
Accordingto him, these un¬ 
documented motherscannot 
seek the proper attention 
during and after pregnancy, 
because they have no medi¬ 
cal coverage. 

He has also called for dis¬ 
pensaries to be better staffed 
and in acceptable condition 
if they are to provide resi¬ 
dents of rural areas quality 
health care. 

These figures and the cost 
associated with health care 
are some of the factors 
elected representatives will 
have to take into account 
when negoti ati ng transfer of 
competencieswiththeG en¬ 
eral Council, ahead of the 
changeof administrative sta¬ 
tus to form the new Collec¬ 
tivity. 





















M ARIGOT—With the offi¬ 
cial opening of the 2004 Car¬ 
nival season set for Thurs¬ 
day, F ebruary 12, work isgo- 
ing on every day as booth 
owners race to finish their 
booths before the weekend 
ahead of the official open¬ 
ing. 

According to president of 
theCarnivalCommitteeJ ean 
Philippe Richardson, all of 
the 40 available booths are 
already taken, but the vari¬ 
ety will bedifferentthisyear. 
FI esaid apartfrom thetradi- 


tional boothssellingfood and 
drinks, there would also be a 
few offering games and en¬ 
tertainment. 

"W hen we say we promise 
to make Carnival 2004 bet¬ 
ter than before we mean what 
wesayandthisissomeofthe 
proof," Richardson added. 
FI esaid 14 troupes would be 
taking part in the junior pa- 
radeon Sunday, F ebruary 15, 
the largest participation in 
the five years he has been 
president of the CT C. Seven 
tro o ps h a ve regi stered f o r th e 


grand parade so far, but sev¬ 
eral others have expressed 
interest, according to 
Richardson. 

Contestants for all three 
queen pageants are rehears¬ 
ing and the first show, M iss 
Pitchounette and J unior 
Queen, will takeplace at the 
Omni Sports Complex in 
Galisbayon Sunday, Febru¬ 
ary 8, from 3:30pm. 

Participation in Sunday's 
walkathon underthetheme, 
"Get in shape for carnival" 
was overwhelming and 



Work going on at Carnival Village in Mari got. 


Safe Haven receives 
donations from TelCell 


PH ILIPSBU RG —As part 
of its efforts to give back to 
the community, TelCell 
management presented sev¬ 
eral dolls and CD playersto 
Safe H aven for distribution 
to children in the 
foundation'scare,thephone 
company said in a press re¬ 
lease. 

TelCell General Manager 
BrianM ingoandM arketing 
representative Arden 
F roston presented the items 


to Safe Haven spokesper¬ 
son Angelique Romou- 
M artis at the company's 
Sucker G arden location re¬ 
cently. 

"The initiative is part of 
the company's pledge made 
at th e en d of I ast year to gi ve 
backtothecommunitywher- 
ever and whenever pos¬ 
sible," TelCell said in the 
release. 

"Thefoundation continues 
to do someoutstandi ng work 


in the St. M aarten commu¬ 
nity and it's a pleasure to be 
ableto bringasmileto some 
of the children in its care by 
presenting these gifts," said 
M ingo. 

Other TelCell personnel 
involved in the community- 
oriented project are R oam- 
ing Coordinator Nina Diaz 
and Secretary Shamaiah 
Daflaar-Fleming. 
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Brian Mingo (left) and Arden F roston (right) presenttheitems to AngeliqueRomou-M artis. 


R ichardson extended thanks 
to those who came out to 
walk from the Nina Duverly 
School in M arigotto Galion 
beach. 

The grand opening parade 
will take place on February 
12, with local groups and 
troupes parading the streets 
of the city to usher in the new 
season. Thefirst night at the 
village, hosted by the 
Dominica Friendship Asso¬ 
ciation, will feature 
calypsoniansfrom D ominica. 
There will be another Car¬ 
ibbean nightatthevillageon 
Saturday, February 14, with 
two concertsscheduled.The 
promoters of the event have 
not yet released the namesof 
the performing groups, but 
have promised to confirm 
their groups before the start 
of the season. 

Thefirst lap children's pa¬ 
rade will take place on Feb¬ 
ruary 15, with school chil¬ 
dren from the entire F rench 
sidetaking part. February 16 
will beyouth night, featuring 
up and coming local artists 
showcasingtheirtalentinrap, 
danceandmusic.Thiswill be 
followed by a concert with 
the group Dance Starz the 
next night, ahead of the 
CompasNightfeaturingone 
of H aiti's leading bands. 

Promoters of last year's 
comedy extravaganza have 
decided to bring back come¬ 
dians Raymond Pozoy, 
Miguel Cespedesand Felix 
Pena from the Dominican 
Republic, who will be enter¬ 
taining spectators with their 
Dominicano humour. 

M r. Cool'sR eggaenightwill 
be Friday, February 20, to be 
followed by the M iss Teen, 
Seniorand Carnival pageants 
featuring young ladies from 
both Dutch and French St. 
Martin on Saturday, Febru¬ 
ary 21. The first lap of the 
grand parade will takeplace 
on Sunday, F ebruary 22, and 
will featu re new tro u pes wi th 
new fashions. 

Zouk Flam night will be 
Monday, February 23, and 
promoters have promised a 
lineup of some of the hottest 
names in Zouk music today, 
also featuring Carimi from 
Haiti. The Zouk Flam will 
take revellers into theM ardi 
G ras grand parade on F eb¬ 
ruary 24, expected to feature 
some of the most colourful 
troupes to revel thestreetsof 
M arigot in Carnival celebra¬ 
tions. 

Thecurtainswill comedown 
with the prize giving cer¬ 
emony on February 25, fol¬ 
lowed bytheburningof King 
Vaval at Carnival City in 
Agrement. 



Islands 


J! « 

In a jam-packed Joe L aveist Ballpark, NBO band leader 
Kevin J ames (left) was crowned R oad M arch M onarch in 
the final of Aruba's Carnival Calypso and Road March 
Festival, with his song "J umbie." C laudius “M ightyT alent" 
Philips again took the Calypso title with his “Tell Me If I 
Lie." 
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“Forsa Kdrsou” party 
officially established 


A crane places one of the diesel generators in the old Rif 
plantofA qualectra on a special trailer in C uragao. ThellO- 
ton 16-cylinder M irrleesB lackstonegenerators will be taken 
to theharbourto beshippedout. T o removethem, partofthe 
structure had to be sawed off. Once all engines have been 
removed the building will be demolished and the land 
cleared, so thatitcan beused fordevelopmentsrelated to the 
megapier for cruise ships nearby. 


WILLEM STA D - T he 
Curagao political party Forsa 
Kdrsou, established as a po¬ 
litical association on J anuary 
26, comprisesattorney Nelson 
Navarro as chairman, lawyer 
Glenn Camelia (director of 
the Socio-Economic Council 
SER and the consulting en¬ 
tity for civil service matters 
GOA) as secretary and direc¬ 
tor of the Finance Adminis¬ 
tration Gregory Damoen as 
treasurer. 

According to the statutes, 
Navarro has also been ap¬ 
pointed the political leader. 
Other board members include 
communication expert 
M ariela Nivillac, police in¬ 
spector and ex-police union 
presidentU demar"ShonM a" 
Isidora, director of Air Hol¬ 
land Caribbean Region Ed¬ 
ward Heerenveen, Public 
Works official Marlon 
Balentin, University of the 
N etherlands A ntilles student 
Valeska Richards (ex-youth 
prime minister) and adminis¬ 
trator Patricia Cijntje-Pinedo 
(currentlyworkingattheEco- 
nomic Affairs Administra¬ 
tion). 

When asked, Navarro ex¬ 
plained thattheparty'svision 
and programme wouldn't be 
announced until next week 
because of the public's main 
focuson thetumba festival to 
be held this week. There will 
soon bean open house where 


people can find out more 
about the party and enlist as 
members. 

The political association's 
aim is to promote respect for 
the rights and dignityof every 
citizen in the community; that 
the norms and values within 
the community be restored 
and maintained; that every 
citizen is given the opportu¬ 
nity to I ive a decent life, in the 
sense that at least all basic 
necessities are guaranteed; 
and that decisive governing is 
possible based on an election 
system th at a 11 o ws th e el ected 
admi nistration to govern with 
force of action. 

Furthermore, the governing 
of the community must be 
conducted in an "appropri¬ 
ate, correct and transparent" 
manner and there should be 
control on compliance with 
"all applicable written as well 
as unwritten rules." 

The tranquility and safety of 
thecommunityshould also be 
restored and guaranteed as 
much as possible and a re¬ 
sponsible financial-economic 
policy should be maintained 
"in the sense of promoting 
long-term economic growth 
and healthy publicfinances." 

Finally, the objectives of 
Forsa Korsou also mention 
that relations within the king¬ 
dom must be optimized 
"based on equality and mu¬ 
tual respect." 



The culinary teams of the hospitality schools in C uragao 
and Bonaire competed in theABC Culinary Competition, 
with Aruba absent this year because of exams. Ban Bria 
public MBO, Feffik and Maria Stella VSBO represented 
Curagao and the secondary school community SGB of 
Bonaire. _ 

MEP warns against Aruba 
becoming milk cow of EU 


ARUBA-The ruling MEP 
party is of the opinion that 
the integration of Aruba into 
the European Union (EU) 
will turn the island into a mi Ik 
cow. 

The party has calculated that 
Aruba would have to con¬ 
tribute much more to the EU 
than the Netherlands does 
now per head of population. 
M EP thinks accurate studies 
should be made, to prevent a 
shortfall for Aruba. 

"Fifty years ago the AVP 
told the nation stories that 
were not based on the truth. 
We have to prevent that his¬ 
tory repeats itself," states the 
party's press release. 

M E P is getting a better and 
better image of the meaning 
of E U membership. It wants 
to inform thepopulation, but 
prefers to base itself on stud¬ 
ies and reports instead of 
populistic statements. 

With this the party points 
the finger at the opposition 
party A VP, which advocates 
Aruba becoming an U Itra- 
Peripheral Territory (UPT) 


oftheEU. 

MEP doesn't like it that 
AVP puts emphasis on the 
possibilityto get financial as¬ 
sistance from European 
funds. MEP doesn't believe 
that. Besides, the party has 
calculated that, justfor being 
amember,Aruba will have to 
payalotof money to theEU. 

D uring a press conference 
MEP member Edwin J acobs 
concentrated on an official 
document from the Dutch 
Foreign Affairs M inistry 
about the E U. Every year, 
Aruba will have to pay 19 
million euros to the E U, 
which means 87 euros per 
head based on the popula¬ 
tion of the Netherlands. 
Aruba's net contribution of 
19 million florins divided by 
thetotal population will come 
to a sum of 200 euros per 
head of the Aruban popula¬ 
tion, or 460 florins per per¬ 
son per year. 

"W e wonder, based on these 
calculations, whether A ruba 
wants to becomethemilkcow 
of the E U ," he said. 



Sea Scouts of the M onsignor Verriet group in C uragao, led 
byC aptain J anAckermansoftheC hamba II, turned outthe 
big winners in the ABN AMRO Regatta 2004 from J anuary 
26 to February 1. The youngsters competed in the yacht 
racing/cruising class and demonstrated the skills they have 
learned so far. In the photo: A ckermans, R usseil M aduro, 
Sergey Boer, M itcheHA masia,J essieH ernandezand Mariano 
“Pitosh" Fieyden. 
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Opposition has no objections 
to board members for airport 


The general A ntillean pension fund APNA headquartered in Curagao booked a return of 
21.2percenton its investments abroad in 2003, largelybecauseofgainson theinternational 
stock markets. Domestic investments produced a return of 5.8 percent. Thisputsthe average 
total return at 11.8 percent. C om pared to D ecember31,2002, theinvested capital of the fund 
hasincreasedby263million guilders, thanksto a positivecash flowin thedomesticportfolio 
during the first three quarters and a strong comeback of the financial markets. 

KCN holds awards ceremony 


ANGU ILLA-Kreative 
Communications Network 
(KCN) held itsannualawards 
ceremony at H ouse of C han- 
deliers on Saturday, J anuary 
31. 

N ow in its eighth year, KCN 
is the main producer of local 
programming through Carib¬ 
bean Cable Communications 
and each year recognizes citi¬ 
zens, staff, sponsors and or¬ 
ganizations for their contri- 
butionsandoutstandingwork 
given to KCN. 

The event was chaired by 
AndrewB ishop and the guest 
speaker wasNational Bankof 
A nguilla M anager of M arket 
Research and Business De¬ 
velopment Pamela Riley. Ex¬ 
ecutive Director/Producer 
Carlton Pickering said his or¬ 
ganization was ready to em¬ 
bark on the next seven years 
and washopingfor more local 
support. 

He said Caribbean Cable 
Communications had agreed 
to grant KCN more time, in¬ 
creasing programming from 
six to 12 hours daily. He said 
he would be recruiting cre¬ 
ative young people to be 
trained, and planned to 
presenttwo new programmes: 
"I sland L ifeStyles," which has 
already begun, and "Island 
Destination," scheduled for 
April. 

H e is hoping for support 
from businesses in Anguilla 
tohelpKCN reach a new level 
and "make an effective dif¬ 
ference in Anguilla and the 
region." 

Riley spoke in heraddressof 
the impact local and regional 
television could have on the 
community. Shespokeof tele¬ 
vision as one of the most im¬ 
portant media for shaping the 
wayasocietythought, believed 
and acted, and said adultsand 


children could learn a great 
deal. 

She spoke of the influence 
of American television and 
the need to have more local 
and regional events reported. 
She said there is a lot of news 
in Anguilla and KCN should 
ai m to get I i vefootage of Iocal 
events. 

She suggested comedy and 
talent shows also beinga part 
of the programming, as 
Anguilla has a large number 
of talented persons, and a 
programme giving biogra¬ 
phies of local persons. She 
urged businesses to support 
KCN asNational Bank does, 
to enable it to produce more. 
She closed by congratulating 
Pickeringand hisstaffontheir 
seventh anniversary. 


The announcement of 
awards was given by Ijahnya 
Christian and presentations 
were made by Caribbean 
Commercial Bank Talented 
Teen for 2003 Kafi Gumbs. 
Appreciation awards were 
given to Rogers Photo Stu¬ 
dio, N ew Testament C hurch 
ofGod.AnneEdwards, U rsiI 
Webster, J erome Southwell, 
RasB and Cardigan Connor. 

Sponsors awards were given 
to Cableand Wireless, Carib¬ 
bean Commercial Bank and 
Johnno'sBeachBar.A recog¬ 
nition award went to 
Colwayne Pickering, the Cor¬ 
porate Award to National 
Bank of Anguilla and the 
CommunityAward to Omari 
Banks. 


BONAIRE —The DP- 
Bonaire faction did not op¬ 
pose the appointment of R. 
Biemond, residing in the 
Netherlands, and Telbo 
manager Edsel Winklaar, 
residing in Bonaire,asboard 
members of Bonaire Inter¬ 
national Airport (BIA) NV 
during the recent Island 
Council meeting. 

Faction member of the 
opposition party Robbie 
Beukenboom asked what 
the expenses would be for 
Biemond to function opti¬ 
mal ly i n the B oard of D i rec¬ 
to rsifheresided in theN eth- 
erlands. "Will he be on the 
BIA 'sbudgetand isthecom- 
panyableto afford him?" he 
asked. 

F urthermore, 
Beukenboom wanted to 
knowifthedirectorofTelbo 
would have enough time on 
his hands to function opti¬ 
mally in the board, consid¬ 
ering the current develop¬ 
ments within the telecom¬ 
munication company. 

The Commissioner an¬ 
nounced shortly before 
Christmas that BIA presi¬ 
dent-director Kor 
Folkeringa would be let go. 
Beukenboom asked whether 
thiswastrueand,ifso,asper 


what date. 

Finally, Beukenboom la- 
men ted th at n ei th er th e co m- 
missioner in charge of BIA 
nor the Executive Council 
had answered the questions 
asked. "U p till now nobody 
actually mentioned what ex¬ 


actly is going on with the 
company. It's been over a 
year since an investigation 
was requested into the 
airport's situation, but it's 
never been clarified," he 
stated in the I sland Council. 



The basis for indents failing to pass their classes later on is 
laid in theprimaryschools, accordingto theC entral B ureau 
of Statistics (CBS) in its report “Education in Aruba, 
context and output." These so-called "overyeared" children 
are a structural problem, says CBS. H alf of the students in 
sixth grade (the last year) of primary school are older than 
they're supposed to be. The number of "overyear" students 
continues to increase after that and reaches a 68 per cent 
average in MAVO schools. Immigrant children who have 
troubleintegratinginto theschool system areoneaspect, but 
they are only five per cent of the total primary school 
population. A complex of socio-economic and cultural 
factors, including the Dutch language of instruction while 
many speak Papiamentu at home, is involved. 
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National Bank makes 
EC $17 million profit 


ST. KITTS-The St. Kitts- 
Nevis-Anguilla National 
Bank is reporting an EC 
$17.6 million profit after 
taxation for the year ending 
J une 30, 2003. 

"I twasayear in which good 
corporate governance, ef¬ 
fective risk management and 
sound strategic planning 
played a vital part in con¬ 
tinuing the long tradition of 
success and growth of the 
bank. The success that has 
been achieved during the 
year under review is even 
more gratifying because it 
hascomedespiteanarrayof 
challengesthatthe bank has 
had to surmount," N ational 
Bank Chairperson Rublin 
Audain told shareholders. 

Managing Director 


Edmund Lawrence said to¬ 
tal assets had increased to 
10.8 per cent over the previ¬ 
ous year's figures, bringing 
theaggregatetoEC $1.1 bil¬ 
lion, compared with EC $956 
million in fiscal 2003. 

"This is a record achieve¬ 
ment, as it makes National 
thefirstcommercial bank in 
the O rganisation of E astern 
Caribbean statesfO ECS) to 
amass morethan one bill ion 
dollars in total assets," said 
Lawrence. 

Total deposits were EC 
$828.4millionforfiscal 2003, 
up 14.1 per cent from EC 
$726 million. Deposits ac¬ 
counted for 89.5 per cent of 
total liabilitiesin2003,com¬ 
pared with 87.6 per cent in 
2002 . 


National Bank is also the 
market leader in total as¬ 
sets, total loans and net in¬ 
come. I n depositsand loans, 
National Bank commands 
50.4 per cent and 48.5 per 
cent, respectively, of the lo¬ 
cal market. 

Other banks and lending 
institutions operating in St. 
Kitts and Nevis are Bank of 
Nova Scotia, Bank of Nevis, 
FirstCaribbean,Royal Bank 
of Canada, Royal Bank of 
Trinidad and Tobago, St. 
Kitts-NevisFinanceCo.Ltd 
(FINCO), Development 
Bank of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
NevisCooperativeBankand 
the St. Kitts Credit U nion, 
NevisCreditU nion and Po¬ 
lice Credit U nion. 



The students of the SD A School at the end of Environment Week. G rade O ne students of 
theSt. KittsSDA Primary School embarked on a march through somepartsoftheschooi's 
vicinity late last week, to draw awareness to the need to keep the environment clean. The 
students had studied things that make the environment clean and factors that help to 
degradeitand makeitunhealthyforthem to livein.Aspartofthestudyon theenvironment, 
the students, with the help of guardians and parents, had to put together a message aimed 
at protecting the environment. The end result was more than 40 posters depicting a variety 
of pro-environment messages. The students enjoyed their brief walk from their school 
through theSL Horsford Shopping Complex and Newtown, then back to the school. 

Queen Nary II in 
St. Kitts Tuesday 

ST. KITTS—The streets of H esaid the visit of the ship 
Basseterre and the entire totheisland presented a very 
country await with pridethe good opportunity for a sig- 
arrival of the Queen Mary nificant boost to the local 
II, the largest cruise ship economy, from the spend- 
currently in service, which ing of the cruise visitors, 
was launched late last Meanwhile, the MV 
month. F reewinds, in itsfinal visitto 

Tourism Minister Dwyer the island for this season, 
Astaphan, in a comment to held a concerton board the 
the media, expressed his ship on M onday night, with 
delight that St. Kittswason the proceeds going towards 
the maiden Caribbean itin- the St. Kitts beautification 
erary of the Cunard Line project, 
ship. 


ST. KITTS-Resident 
American dentist Don 
Sandquist delivered a brief 
address at the Basseterre 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church on Saturday, J anu- 
ary 31, launching its annual 
Health EmphasisWeek. 
Speaking to a congregation 
comprising personsfrom St. 
Kitts, Montserrat, Canada 
and England, he dentist 
spoke on the issue of Social 
Support as it related to hu¬ 
man beings. 

Heshowed therelationship 
between a positive attitude 
and good health. H estressed 
the value of a good night's 
rest, which hesaid appeared 
to elude many, for varying 
reasons. This was tied into 
the value of good dental 
health. 

Sandquist also showed the 
relationship between genu¬ 
ine friendship and social 
support and stressed that 



Dr. Don Sandquist 


lovehadtobethebasisofall 
that is done in life and that 
the deeper meaning of so¬ 
cial support means doing 
something about that feel¬ 
ing of love. 

U sing an analogy to drive 
home his point, he said a lot 
of research had been done 
on social support over the 
past two decades and one 
thing that stood out was the 
fact that children need it to 
go through life'sjourney. 
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Fleming, Governor Peter Johnstone and Deputy Governor M ark Capes. Standing: British 
officialswith Permanent Secretaries M arcel Fahieand Kenn Banks. 


Stoney Grove man and Jesus win car 


NEVIS—Nevis' edition of 
TDC's "Turn M e On" pro¬ 
motion programmecameto 
a dramatic end when 
Reginald Bartlette (40) of 
Stoney G rove, who had in¬ 
voked Jesus Christ's name 
to daimthegrand prize, suc¬ 
cessfully turned on the en¬ 
gine of a brand new Toyota 

Y aris car late Friday after¬ 
noon. 

With 100 keys distributed 
toluckywinners,onlyoneof 
which could turn on thefully 
loaded beige 2004 Toyota 

Y aris, the holder of key 46, 
whose white Toyota Camry 
PA 2269 had recently been 
rear-ended and required 
mechanical attention,strode 
with confidence when his 
number was called. 

The stocky man, an inspec¬ 
tor at the Nevis branch of 
the St. Christopher and 
NevisSocialSecurityBoard, 
literally ordered his nine- 
year-old son Raynaldon, 
who was busy playing com¬ 
puter gameswithafriend,to 
climb onto the passenger 
seat. 



TDC Director Ernie France (second left) congratulates 
Reginald Bartlette as his wife Donnella Bartlette and son 
Raynaldon look on, with thecarin thebackground. On leftis 


M aster of C eremonies E vered 

Bartlette comfortably sat 
himself in thecar and turned 
on the engine, which sprang 
to I ifeamid deafeni ng cheers 
from an excited crowd. 

A sked by master of cer¬ 
emonies E vered "Webbo" 
Herbert how he had won the 
car, Bartlette, a staunch 
Christian, proudly said he 
had claimed itthroughj esus 
Christ. He said he had vis¬ 
ited the TDC Home and 


“Webbo" FI erbert. 

Building Depot, where the 
car was, the day before and 
walking around ithedaimed 
it through Jesus Christ. 

The two-month promotion 
organised by TDC in Nevis 
had 100 keys that were won 
by persons who spent EC 
$100 or more at TDC. A 
si mi I ar programme was car- 
ried out in St. Kitts. 


Agreement reached on several projects 


ANGUILLA —The special 
session of the annual joint 
Anguilla/UK Strategic 
Country Programme talks 
held on Thursday and Fri¬ 
day last week resulted in 
agreement on support for 
several projects. 

The talks chaired by Gov¬ 
ernor Peter J ohnstonewere 
convened to discuss the de¬ 
cision by U K M inisters in 
November 2003 to bring the 
Department for Interna¬ 
tional D evelopment(D FID) 
direct development assis¬ 
tance programme for 
Anguilla to a close at the 
end of M arch 2005. 

The primary objectives 
were to agree on a plan and 
priorities for implementa¬ 
tion of DFID-funded 
projectsduringthefinalyear 
of assistance and to explore 
options for future coopera¬ 
tion between Anguilla and 
the UK. 

T he meeting, which was ad¬ 
dressed by Chief Minister 
OsbourneFlemingandM in- 
ister of Finance V ictor 
Banks, agreed that the top 
priorityforDFID assistance 
during the period April 1, 
2004, to M arch 31, 2005, 
should be professional ser¬ 
vices for the W allblake A ir- 
port Expansion Project, be¬ 
ing provided by the consult¬ 
ants Scott Wilson 
Fitzpatrick. 

Also present at the talks 
werefiveofficialsoftheU K 
G overnment, D eputy G ov- 


ernor M ark Capes and Per¬ 
manent Secretaries of 
Anguilla. 

Accordingtoareleasefrom 
theG overnmentof A nguilla, 
arangeof key project activi- 
ti es i n oth er secto rs were al so 
agreed on by the Anguilla 
andU K representativesand 
confirmed byM inisters and 
other members of the Ex¬ 
ecutive Council within a 
spending ceiling of EC $4 
million. 

Priority among these 
projects will be support for 
the recently established 
A nguilla H ealth A uthority, 
including further develop¬ 
ment of the Senior Citizens 
Home and provision of im¬ 
proved mental health facili¬ 
ties. 

The social sector will also 
benefit from assistance to 
the newly reorganized So¬ 
cial Development Depart¬ 
ment, based on the findings 
of recent needs assessments 
and recommendations aris¬ 
ing from the Country Pov- 
ertyA ssessmentundertaken 
in 2002. 

Funding will also be made 
available for the provision 
ofjuvenilefacilitiesforyouth 
at risk and for the education 
sector, in particular continu¬ 
ation of the programmes 
jointly delivered by the Isle 
of W ightE ducation D epart- 
ment and the A nguilla Edu¬ 
cation Department. 

It was also agreed that high 
priority would be accorded 


to support for the develop- 
mentofthelnland Revenue 
Department, as a major 
component of 

Government's strategy to 
achieve improved fiscal 
management. T he transfor¬ 
mation of the Water Depart¬ 
ment into an autonomous 
water utility and the expan¬ 
sion of the Water Labora¬ 
tory will also benefit from 
DFID assistance. 

Fleming, in concluding the 
talks, voiced his regret that 
direct DFID support would 
cease in M arch 2005, but ex¬ 
pressed the Anguilla 
G overnment's appreciation 
for the assistance provided 
to date and to be provided 
over the coming year. 

Leader of the U K delega¬ 
tion Clive Warren reaf¬ 
firmed the UK 
Government's continuing 
firm commitment to the 
people of Anguilla and to 
their achievementof sustain¬ 
able development. 

W hile recognizing the dis- 
appointment of the 
Anguillian Government 
over the planned conclusion 
of DFID direct support, he 
said DFID would remain 
closely engaged and sup¬ 
portive of A nguilla's devel¬ 
opment agenda through its 
network of specialist profes¬ 
sional staff and its Carib¬ 
bean regional programme 
assistance to the U K Over¬ 
seas Territories. 
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Fishermen knock PM Manning's 
plan to send dispute to Caricom 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, 
Trinidad—Fisherfolk in To¬ 
bago and Barbados have de¬ 
nounced as a waste of time 
Prime M inister Patrick 
M anning's plan to refer the 
fishing dispute between both 
countries to the Caribbean 
Community (Caricom). 

President of the AII Tobago 
F isherfolk Association, E mile 
Louis, said he was "very sur¬ 
prised" atM anning'sdecision 
to approach the C aricom Sec¬ 
retariat to outline Trinidad 
and Tobago's side of the dis¬ 
pute, a move which hedid not 
support. 

"The problem is that the 
decisionsthey make carry very 
little weight with anyone. 
There's no enforcement or 
implementation. Caricom has 
failed miserably in that re¬ 
gard. It's not too late to keep 
talking," Louis told the Sun¬ 
day Express. 

M anning on Thursday de¬ 
scribed the matter as "con¬ 
tentious" and announced his 
plan to seek help from the 
Caricom Secretariat, during 
his weekly post-Cabinet me- 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, 
Trinidad—Spiritual leader of 
the Anjuman Sunnat-ul- 
Jamaat Association (ASJA) 
M oulana Saddiq A hmad 
M oulana Nasir says M uslims 
in Trinidad and Tobago were 
"veryworried" about thefate 
of those M uslims from 
Trinidad and Tobago who 
went to Saudi A rabia to par¬ 
ticipate in the annual hajj pil¬ 
grimage. 

Some 244 M uslim pilgrims 
were crushed to death and 
hundreds injured in a stam¬ 
pede during a devil-stoning 
ritual over the weekend. 

The stampede occurred at 
M ina wheretheTrinidadians 
had gone, along with millions 
of other people from around 
the world. 

"W e do have a few hundred 
Trinidadians who have gone 
for hajj but it is now much too 
early to find that out (if any 
died or wasinjured). Because 
ofthishugecrowd,peoplewho 
are actually there may not 


dia briefing at Whitehall. 

A Iso condemning the move 
yesterdaywaspresidentofthe 
BarbadosF isherfolk Associa¬ 
tion, Angela Watson, who 
told the Sunday Express in a 
telephone interview that the 
Caricom Secretariat would 
not have been her first op¬ 
tion. 

"When would they meet? 
When would the issue come 
on their agenda? This might 
just be another delaying tac¬ 
tic. Sometimes I think gov¬ 
ernments are just too fanci¬ 
ful. They have poor people 
sufferi ng because they're too 
busy to do the work we put 
them therefor," she said. 

Both Louis and Watson ad¬ 
mitted that they were taken 
aback by the terse media 
statement released after last 
November's round of nego¬ 
tiations in Barbados, which 
noted that little progress had 
been made between the sides. 

Louis said he was "directly 
involved in negotiations just 
hours before, and we didn't 
leave the room with any type 
of antagonism. W hat wassaid 


know what has happened," 
Nasir said. 

He said M uslims at home 
were awaiting news from the 
T rinidad and T obago delega¬ 
tion. "Y es, this is so, we are 
waitingfor news from groups 
that have gone-about six 
groups of about 30 or 40 
people-so yes, we are worried 
about their well being," 
M oulana Nasir added. 

H e said it was virtually Im¬ 
possible to contact thegroups 
Sunday after news of the di¬ 
saster broke. H esaid the inci- 
denttookplaceinM ina,Saudi 
Arabia and not M ecca. 

T here was rel i ef however for 
the wife of one of the group 
leaders from Trinidad. 

Rubena Mohammed said 
her husband contacted her 
sayingthatall T ri nidadians in 
his group were well. "They 
are al I safe, and also the A SJ A 
group, Haji Omar's group." 
Mohammed said however 
that her husband "sounded 
very tense". (From Trinidad 
E xpress) 


was a political decision". 

Asked if he thought either 
country was being unreason- 
ableduringthetwo-year-long 
negotiations, Louis replied: 
"There'sa hidden agenda on 
both sides. I supportourside, 
of course." 

Louis explained that 
Manning's decision to ap¬ 
proach the Caricom Secre¬ 
tariat wasworrisome because 
talks between fisherfolk of 
both countries had resulted 
in a "workable relationship. 
We were working together in 
an amicable way to share in 
the resources". 

And, Watson agreed with 
Louis' assessment: "If the is¬ 
sue were left up to usto nego¬ 
tiate, I'm sure we could soon 
have some sort of working 
agreement." 

Breaking his silence on the 
negotiations, Louiswent into 
some detail about the issues. 
He claimed that one of the 
chief reasons for the pro¬ 
tracted fishing dispute be¬ 
tween this country and Bar¬ 
bados was the latter's desire 
to extend itsfishingboundary 
into the oil-rich waters cur¬ 
rently being explored by 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
According to Louis, the Bar¬ 
bados team introduced "his¬ 
torical factors" to settle the 
issue of the fishing dividing 
line (maritime boundary de¬ 
limitation) between the two 
countries. 

Louisexplained that, gener¬ 
ally, the line wasdrawn down 
the centre of the fishing wa¬ 
ters in question. 

"But Barbados took advan¬ 
tage and said that for 30 years 
itfished across from Tobago, 
and we never chal lenged that. 
T hey say they have squatters 
rights," he said. 

The dividing line requested 
by Barbados would, Louis 
noted, "stretch 12 miles off 
Tobago and all the way down 
to Venezuela, cutting right 
through where Trinidad and 
Tobago is exploring oil and 
gas. W ell, that particular line 
won't be set because we will 
never agree to that". 
Asthenegotiationsdragout, 
Louissaidtherewasa serious 
problem brewing in the wa¬ 
ters off Tobago: 

"While negotiations are go- 
ingon, in Tobago enough ille¬ 
gal fishing istaking place that 
could threaten the 
sustainability of resources. 
U ntil an assessment of the re¬ 
sources is done, no one really 
knows how much fish should 
be taken from the waters. 
"We'rehopingthePrimeM in¬ 
ister will consult with (A II To- 
bagoFisherfolkAssociation)so 
that we can offer our expertise 
on thissituation before he goes 
forward with his plans." 
(Trinidad Sunday Express) 


T&T Muslims worried 
about colleagues' fate 
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Guyana faced with 
high migration rate 


R.C. priest shocked by 
'practice pony' education 


GEORGETOWN, 
Guyana—"Guyana has 
one of the highest net 
migration rates in the 
world," according to a 
World Bank report. 
According to the report 
released late last year, 
with the deterioration of 
economicand social con¬ 
ditions, people are in¬ 
creasingly looking 
abroad for improved op¬ 
portunities. 

It continued: "A con¬ 
servative esti mate is that 


77 per cent of those with 
a university education in 
the mid-1990s have 
moved to the U nited 
States. (Carrington and 
Detragaiche). I none de¬ 
cade, it is estimated that 
migration increased by 
nearly 150 per cent with 
50,000 people leaving 
Guyana in 2000. At 
present trends, nearly 
one of every ten 
Guyanese will beleaving 
the country each year by 
2010 ." 


BRIDGETOWN, Barba¬ 
dos—A Catholic priest has 
expressed shock about a new 
kind of "sex education" he 
has recently discovered. 

That is, older women intro¬ 
ducing little boys to sex, and 
he has called on the Child 
Care Board to address the 
issue urgently. 

Vicar-General of the Ro¬ 
man Catholic Church Father 
Clement Paul told the Sun¬ 
day Sun Saturday he was 
made "shockingly aware" of 
the practice, called "practice 
pony", where women were 
initiating boys, sometimes 
their relatives, into sexual in- 


Retired judges petition President 
over concerns about their pension 


PO R T-0 F -SPA I N , 
Trinidad—R etired Su¬ 
preme Court judges have 
petitioned the President for 
an increase in their monthly 
pension. They also want an 
increase in other benefits 
because they are finding it 
difficult to make ends meet. 

In a letter to President 
George Maxwell Richards 
19 retired judges have 
pointed out that they have 
fallenonhard timesandcan- 
notsurviveon their monthly 
pensions, which range from 
TT $4,000-TT $11,500 a 
month. The amount they 
receive depends on the date 
of their retirement. 

In addition to an increase 
in pension the judges are 
aski n g for med i cal assi stance 
and chauffeur's allowance. 

They also want some of the 
privileges they enjoyed while 
in office. These include for¬ 
eign travel allowance, the 
useof diplomatic passports, 
as well as the use of the Pri¬ 
ority Bus Route. 

The judges have 
emphasised thattheyshould 
enjoy financial indepen¬ 
dence while on retirement. 
Among the judges whose 
names are on the petition 
are J ustice U Iric Cross, 
World War 2 veteran and 
recipientofanational award; 
J ustice J ean Permanand, 
another recipient of a na¬ 
tional award; George 
Collymore, former Chair¬ 
man of the Integrity Com¬ 
mission; Lennox 

Deyalsingh, Ralph Narine, 
Clebert Brooks, 

B issoondath R amlogan and 
Maurice Corbin. 

In their letter to Richards 
the judges pointed out that 


"When a judge attains the 
age of retirement (65) he 
demitsoffice and thereupon 
becomes entitled to a pen¬ 
sion which is calculable by a 
provision which is nothing 
short of a convoluted colo¬ 
nial actuarial hangover un¬ 
fortunately inherited at in¬ 
dependence." They said the 
pension remains fixed and 
unchangeablefortherestof 
the judge’s life. 

The petition stated that "in 
Barbados and the Eastern 
C ari bbean the reti ri ngj udge 
isin receipt of hisfull salary 
with index-linked periodic 
adjustments to ensure that 
the retiree is assured of a 
reasonable standard of liv¬ 
ing in advancing age when 
he may well be incapable of 
physical and intellectual ex- 
ertionstoimprovehisfinan- 
cial condition." 

The petition noted that the 
Legal ProfessionActofl986 
statesthata person who pre¬ 
viously held a substantive 
appointment as a judge of 
the Supreme courts of 
Trinidad shall notappearas 
an attorney at law in any of 
the courts of Trinidad and 
Tobago for a period of ten 
years commencing on the 
date of his retirement. 

It was pointed out that the 
letter was sent to the Presi¬ 
dent because judicial ap¬ 
pointments are made by the 
presidentontherecommen- 
dation of the Legal Services 
Commission and itwascus¬ 
tomary that all matters re¬ 
lating to the judiciary were 
normally attended to by the 
President. This, it was said, 
wasin keeping with thesepa- 
ration of the judiciary and 
the executive. 


A retired judge, who re¬ 
quested anonymity told the 
Express: "It is ludicrous to 
tellajudgeto retireatage65 
and be debarred from prac¬ 
tising for 10 years." 

H eadded "I nail other pro¬ 
fessions people are allowed 
to practice their profession 
on retirement, and this is 
also the case with magis¬ 
trates." 

Another retired judge said 
laws will soon be passed in 
Canada" to prevent any 
employer from compelling 
an employee to retireso long 
as he is capable of carrying 
on his work." 

"No other class of people 
insocietyissimilarlyencum- 
bered or has such restraint 
of trade inflicted upon 
them." said thejudge. 

The Express learned that 
there were several retired 
judges who get a pension of 
"a little over $3,000 and are 
struggling to make ends 
meet, let alone the hefty 
medical bills they have to 
footonaweeklybasis."That 
was the amount they were 
due to get based on their 
pensionable salary when 
they retired some 15 years 
ago. 

They stated "some of our 
esteemed retired colleagues 
are unfortunately gravely 
afflicted by ill health, and 
are experiencing financial 
trauma, largely the belated 
outcome of unsatisfactory 
retirement provisions and 
plan for retired judges." 
Thejudgesnowjoin a num¬ 
ber of other pensioners who 
are having difficulty to live 
on their pension while the 
cost of living continues to 
rise. (Trinidad Express) 



Father Clement Paul 


tercourse. 

"There are, it seems, many 
women who introduce little 
boysintothisadult behaviour. 
In discussing this matter with 
an educator and parent, I was 
informed that this is not con¬ 
sidered as immoral, or even 
illegal. 

"The experience is seen as 
initiatingthe child into man¬ 
hood. I am reliably informed 
thatthisisnotseen asacrime, 
especially since more often 
than not the boy enjoys the 
experience," the priest said. 
H e said he understood the 
practice also took place be¬ 
tween female teachers and 
male students. 

" W hen we get there, we have 
disaster on our hands," he 
said and also wrote in his 
monthly report for J anuary. 


But reports have surfaced 
about such relationships be¬ 
tween teachers and students, 
one involving a couple at an 
older secondary school. 

FI owever, M inister of Edu¬ 
cation Reginald Farley said 
yesterday he was not aware 
of the development. 

"Clearly it would be a mat¬ 
ter for concern and I would 
hope that those involved, or 
concerned, or aware of the 
situation, would report the 
mattertousat the ministry so 
we can properly investigate 
and take whatever action may 
be necessary. 11 is a matter of 
tremendous concern for us." 

The minister noted, how- 
ever,that it would be prejudi¬ 
cial for him to determine how 
a public officer accused of an 
offence would bedisciplined. 

Farley added that his minis¬ 
try would make the necessary 
representation to the Public 
Servi ce C o m mi ssi o n to ensu re 
thatdisciplinewasnotbrought 
to "a new low" in schools. 

"The rumours have been 
there for a long time but we 
have no evidence," was what 
publ i c rel ati ons offi cer of the 
BarbadosU nion of Teachers 
Cobin H indssaid yesterday. 
"No report has been madeto 


us." 

But chairman of the Child 
Care Board David "Joey" 
H arper, whom the priest 
calledontoaddressthetrend 
urgently,said "practicepony" 
was nothing new. 

"Both boys and girls have 
been exploited by females in 
the fami ly, those who are 25, 
30 and 35 and it has a very 
traumatic effect on both 
(sexes)" he said. 

H e too said he had no evi¬ 
dence of the teacher-student 
relations. 

"I would prefer not to com- 
menton it, notforanyasper- 
sionsto be carried on female 
teachers until there is evi¬ 
dence. But I have no doubt 
that the reverse coul d be true, 
and it will gradually come to 
light and we will investigate 
it," the chairman said. 

FI arper said, however, the 
issue must be taken seriously 
and not swept under the car¬ 
pet, especially in a society 
where women have always 
been protected and excuses 
made for their actions. 

"Society says that men must 
protect them, but it is time 
forequal rulesand equal laws 
for women," he said. (Daily 
Nation) 
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Edwards loses voice, 


vows Carolina win 


WA SH I N GTO N - U .S. 
President George W. Bush 
proposed a $2.4 trillion elec¬ 
tion-year budget on M onday 
that would boost defense 
spending, slash 128 programs 
and seek to cut this year's 
record deficit in half—a goal 
even fellow Republicans were 
skeptical he could achieve. 
The White H ouse acknowl¬ 
edged it would need up to $50 
billion in extramoneyfor mili¬ 
tary operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan next year. This 
would be on top of the $400 
billion military budget and 
would potentially shatter his 
deficit reduction aims. 

After inheriting a surplus, 
B u sh has overseen a d ramati c 
worsening of the budget pic¬ 
ture. H e hopesto improve his 
fiscal image before the No¬ 
vember election by laying out 
plans to reduce the record 
$521 billion deficit by a third 
next year and i n half between 
2007 and 2009. 

To get there, he is asking 
Congress to terminate 65 
major programs and reduce 
another 63, reserving the bulk 
of new federal spending for 
homeland security and de¬ 
fensewhilemaking histax cuts 
permanent. A mong those to 
be scrapped—a $149 million 
public housing program and a 
$171 million Commerce De¬ 
partment advanced technol¬ 
ogy program for businesses. 

The White House still ex¬ 
pects the budget shortfall to 
total $1.35 trillion through 
2009 and government debt to 
rise from $8.1 trillion to $10.5 
trillion, prompting warnings 
from Democrats that chronic 
deficits would crowd out pri¬ 
vate investment, drive up in¬ 
terest rates an d si o w eco n o m i c 
growth. 

"We went through a reces¬ 
sion, we were attacked and 
we're fighting a war. These 
are high hurdles for a budget 
and for a cou ntryto overcome 
and yet we've overcome 
them," Bush said of his bud¬ 
get, which would cut funding 
for about half of the 15 Cabi¬ 
net-level agencies. 

H e said he was "confident" 
his deficit targets would be 
met, but Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans alike expressed 
doubts and said they were 
bracing for a bitter fight be¬ 
tween the White House and 
Congress that could stretch 
through thecampaign season. 
FloridaRepublicanRep.Bill 
Young, the House of 
Representative's chief over¬ 
seer of federal spending pro¬ 
grams, said "austere" spend¬ 
ing limits would not signifi¬ 
cantly reducethedeficit. "The 
numbers simply do not add 
up." 

R ep. J ohn Spratt of South 
Carolina, the ranking Demo¬ 
crat on the House Budget 
Committee, said it was "nei¬ 


ther credible nor realistic." 

In line with his campaign 
priorities, the budget's biggest 
winners will be homeland se- 
curitywith a nearly 10 percent 
rise and the military with 
nearly 7 percent. D efensecon- 
tractorsindudingBoeingCo. 
and Northrop Grumman 
Corp. stand to benefit as 
Bush's$401.7 billion military 
budget increases spending on 
missile defense and on mod¬ 
ernizing the Army. 

To placate conservatives 
threatening a revolt, growth 
of other discretionary spend- 


crats on M onday criticized 
President G eorge W. Bush's 
plans to slash funding for 
scores of U .S. government 
programsand some Republi- 
canssaidthecutsaretoo small 
todenttherecord budgetdefi- 
cit. 

I n his$2.4-trillionfiscal 2005 
budget, Bush asks Congress 
to kill 65 major domestic 
spending programs and re¬ 
duce another 63, while also 
callingfor big boostsin home¬ 
land security and defense 
funding and the extension of 
his 2001 and 2003 tax cuts at a 
cost of around $1 trillion over 
the next decade. 

That will likely set the stage 
for a bitter fight over tax and 
spending prioritiesin the run¬ 
up to November's presiden¬ 
tial el ecti o n a nd pro vi d e fresh 
opportunitiesfor Democratic 
rivals to attack Bush's fiscal 
record. "The new Bush bud- 
getismoreofthesame: record 
deficits, tax cuts for the 
wealthy and special interests, 


ing would be capped at 0.5 
percent. Because that is well 
below the inflation rate, it 
amounts to a cut in domestic 
programs and the lowest 
growth since 1993. 

A mong the hardest hit were 
agriculture, transportation, 
environmental and small busi¬ 
ness programs. Housing ad¬ 
vocacy groups warned that 
Bush's budget would reduce 
by 250,000 the number of 
families receiving aid. 

E ducation would getan over- 
all 3 percent boost—not 
enough, Democrats say, to 


and cuts in areas that matter 
to families—such as health 
care and education," M assa- 
chusetts Democratic Sen. 
J ohn Kerry said. 

Other Democratic presiden¬ 
tial hopefuls took a similar 
tack, with former Vermont 
Gov. Howard Dean accusing 
Bush of "fiscal insanity" and 
retired Gen. Wesley Clark 
characterizing hispriorities as 
"taxcutsfor the rich and tough 
luck for everyone else." 

But the massive fiscal rever¬ 
sal that has taken place on 
Bush's watch—with a record 
budget surplusof $236 billion 
in 2000 giving way to a record 
deficit of $521 billion this 
year—has also goaded Re¬ 
publican fiscal conservatives 
into near revolt and spurred 
calls for even tougher curbs 
on spending. 

"W e want to move further, 
we want to move faster with 
regard to deficit control, with 
regard to spending control," 
House of Representatives 
BudgetCommitteeChairman 


fulfill Bush's election-year 
pledgeto improve school per¬ 
formance. 

AIDS advocacy groups said 
he would cut assistance by al¬ 
most two-thirds to the U .N .- 
backed Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, tuberculosis and ma¬ 
laria. 

Bush hassetthegoal of bring¬ 
ing thisyear's record $521 bil¬ 
lion shortfall down to $364 
billion in fiscal 2005, to $241 
billion in 2007 and then to 
$237 billion in 2009. There is 
notalkofsurplusesinthefore- 
seeable future. 


J im N ussle, an I owa R epubli- 
can, told reporters on M on¬ 
day. 

Bush has proposed to hold 
the growth of the spending 
Congress controls, outside of 
homeland security and de¬ 
fense, to 0.5 percent next 
year—well below the rate of 
inflation— as part of an effort 
to halve the deficit over five 
years. B ut many conservatives 
would I ike a complete freeze, 
Nusslesaid. 

Some other Republicans, 
though, notethespendingtar- 
geted by Bush makes up less 
than a fifth of the budget, and 
that even a freeze will cut the 
deficit by a "minimal" $3 bil¬ 
lion. "No one should expect 
significantdeficit reduction as 
a result of austere non-de¬ 
fense discretionary spending 
limits.Thenumberssimplydo 
not add up," said F lorida R e- 
publican R ep. B ill Y oung.the 
House'schief overseer of fed¬ 
eral spending. 


SE NECA, South C arolina— 
Sen. J ohn Edwards widened 
his lead over other Demo¬ 
cratic presidential hopefuls 
in South Carolina on M on¬ 
day but lost his voice as he 
predicted victory in the state 
where he was born. 

Edwards was hoarse and 
straining to speak, cutting his 
stu m p speech sho rt as h e ra I - 
lied supporters at South 
C aro I i na co 11 eges. " I've been 
giving too many speeches. 
This voice is starting to fade 
on me," he said. 

"I will be back here as your 
president to have one heck 
of a celebration," Edwards 
told students at Charleston 
College. 

Edwards, a senator from 
N orth Carolina, increased his 
lead over front-runner J ohn 
Kerry in South Carol inafrom 
onetofivepointsin the latest 
three-day tracking poll, ac¬ 
cording to a Reuters/ 
M SNBC/Zogbypoll released 
on M onday. South Carolina, 
which Edwardssayshemust 
win to stay in the race, is one 
of seven states voting today 
in the Democratic contests 
fortherightto challengeU .S. 
President George W. Bush 
in November. 

He sounded familiar 
themeson hislastdayof cam¬ 
paigning, that A merica is di¬ 
vided into two countries— 
onefortheaffluentwho wield 
power in Washington and 
one for those struggling to 
pay their bills—and prom¬ 
ised to bring jobs to a state 
that has been bleeding them 
for three years. 

Art Alexakis, lead singer 


from the band E verdear, en¬ 
dorsed Edwardsand traveled 
withhimonhisswingthrough 
the colleges. Alexakis, de¬ 
scribing himself as "just a 
basic average American" 
who grew up in a housing 
projectand did well inatough 
business, said he admired 
Edwards'ability to commu¬ 
nicate and his rise from 
humble beginnings. 

"I believe in John 
Edwards," he said. "H e con¬ 
nects with me. When I see 
him talking to people, he 
connects with them." 

Edwards also traveled to 
Seneca, the mill town where 
his parents were living when 
hewasborn. H elaterworked 
his way through college un¬ 
loading tractor trailer trucks 
before becoming a wealthy 
trial lawyer. 

E dwardssaid hisfather had 
to borrow money to pay the 
hospital when he was born, 
adding that he understands 
peoplestrugglingto paybills. 
"I have I ivedit.lt is personal 
forme. I saw the devastation 
that was created in myhome 
town when the mill closed," 
he said. "I haven't forgotten 
where I came from." 

I n 13 months of campaign¬ 
ing, E dwardshasbeen stead¬ 
fastly sunny and enthusias¬ 
tic. Asked after therallyhow 
votersco u I d d ifferenti ate be- 
tween him and Kerry, 
Edwards said the chief dif¬ 
ference was that he did not 
accept moneyfrom lobbyists. 

"If we want real change in 
Washington, we need some¬ 
one who hasn't been there 



Alan Bjerga (L) reacts after being one of the first members of the press to rece 
official copy of the "Fiscal Year 2005 Budget of the U.S. Government" after its 
at the Government Printing Office in Washington, on Monday. 


Democrats slam Bush budget, 
Republicans eye more cuts 

WASHINGTON-Demo- 
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Sharon stuns party, says Gaza settlements will go 


JERUSALEM — I sraeli 
Prime M inister A riel Sharon 
stunned friends and foes on 
M onday by saying heplanned 
toevacuatealmostallthej ew- 
ish settlements in the Gaza 
Strip. 

"I have given the order to 
plan for the evacuation of 17 
settlementsintheGazaStrip," 
the right-wing prime minister 
told the H aaretz newspaper. 
"I amworkingontheassump¬ 
tion that in the future there 
will be no J ews in Gaza." 

Sharon, once considered the 
godfather of the settlement 
movement, later told his pro¬ 
settler Likud party the pro¬ 
posal hewilltaketoWashing- 
ton later this month would 
also call for the removal of a 


smaller number of J ewish en¬ 
claves in the West Bank. 

H e gave no time frame but 
DeputyPrimeM inisterEhud 
Olmert said he expected the 
plan, part of a strategy of dis¬ 
engagement with the Pales¬ 
tinians, would be imple¬ 
mented by mid-year if peace 
talks hit a dead end. 

It was the first time Sharon 
had revealed plans for such 
an extensive pulloutfrom land 
Israel captured in the 1967 
M iddle East war. "I am in 
shock,” Likud lawmaker 
Y ehiel H azan said. 

White House spokesman 
Scott McClellan said it was 
"encouraging that Israel is 
considering bold steps to re¬ 
duce tensions between I srae- 


lisand Palestinians." 

But Palestinians and I sraeli 
opposition legislators were 
sceptical. "Usually when the 
Israeli government speaks 
about evacuation of settle¬ 
ments, it aims only at public 
relations. If Israel wants to 
leaveG aza no Palestinian will 
stand in its way," Palestinian 
cabinet member Saeb E rekat 
told Reuters. 

I n asign of difficultiesahead, 
Sharon narrowly survived a 
no-confidence vote in parlia¬ 
ment when members of his 
ruling Likud party and two 
pro-settlement coalition part¬ 
ners stormed outin protest at 
the Gaza plan, taking their 
votes with them. 

A surge in violence over the 



past week has cast further 
doubt on the prospects of a 
U.S.-backed "road map" to 
peace. I srael i troops ki 11 ed fou r 
Palestinian militantsin a battle 
in the Gaza Strip on M onday. 
Security sources said a com¬ 
mander of the H amasfaction, 
behind a suicide bombing that 
killed 11 in J erusalem last 


week, had died in an shootout 
in Bethlehem. 

Despite the bloodshed, Pal¬ 
estinian Prime M inister 
Ahmed Qurie said prepara¬ 
tions were under way for his 
first meeting with Sharon 
since he took office in No¬ 
vember. 

Shortly after Qurie spoke, 


Sharon's words appeared on 
theH aaretz Web site. H isplan 
entails removal of all but two 
or three Jewish enclaves in 
the 360-sq-km (139-sq-mile) 
coastal strip, where over a 
million Palestinians live in 
poverty besideafew thousand 
settlers who control 21 per 
cent of the land. 


European stomach cancer rates 
dropping fast, report shows 


LO N D 0 N — D eaths from 
stomach cancer in E uropefell 
by 50 percent from 1980 to 
1999 due to better diets, food 
preservation and control of 
bacteria linked to the disease, 
an international team of re¬ 
searchers said on Tuesday. 

They predicted the number 
of cases will continue to fall 
butthatthe illnesswill remain 
a major public health problem 
in E astern E urope and a pri¬ 
ority in Russia. 

"W e are seeing a steady and 
persistent fall in rates across 
various major geographical 
areas of the continent and 
there is little systematic indi¬ 
cation of it levelling off over 
the most recent years, indicat¬ 
ing that the decrease is likely 
to continue in the near fu¬ 
ture," said Professor Fabio 
Levi, of the U niversity I nsti- 


tute of Social and Preventive 
M edicine in Lausanne, Swit¬ 
zerland. 

"In fact, if anything, the 
downward trend has been 
even steeper over the most 
recent calendar period," he 
added in a statement. 

The research published in 
the Annals of Oncologyjour- 
nal show death rates from 
stomach cancer are falling 
throughout the European 
U nion and six central and 
eastern European countries 
andRussiathatwereinduded 
in the study. 

I n E U countries rates 
dropped from 18.6 per 
100,000 to 9.8. In Eastern 
E urope it slumped from 27.9 
per 100,000 to 16.1 and in the 
R ussian F ederationfrom 51.6 
to 32.0 in 1998. 

R ates of th e d i sease a re f i ve 


time higher in Russia than in 
Scandinavia or France, and 
elevated in eastern Europe, 
Portugal and Spain,compared 
to other countries. 

The reasons for the drop are 
varied and not completely 
understood. "Almost cer¬ 
tainly these include a more 
varied and affluent diet and 
better food conservation, in¬ 
cluding refrigeration. In ad¬ 
dition, there is better control 
of Helicobacter pylori infec¬ 
tion—a bacterium linked to 
stomach cancer—and re¬ 
duced levels of smoking, at 
least in men," hesaid. "How¬ 
ever, whether improved diag¬ 
nosis and treatment has also 
played a role, particularlyover 
the most recent period, re¬ 
mains open to question." 


Corruption saga revives 
old ghosts for Chirac 


PA RIS— President J acques 
C hi rac has el uded F rench i n- 
vestigators for years but the 
whiff of scandal hasreturned 
since a court convicted his 
close ally, Alain Juppe, of 
political corruption. 

J uppewasfound guilty last 
Friday of misappropriating 
fundsatPariscityhall to pay 
the wages of allies from 
Chirac'sRPR political party 
who had fakejobsin the late 
1980s and early 1990s, when 
Chirac wasmayorandj uppe 
worked directlyfor him. 

Opposition leaders and 
some newspapers say the 
buck should not stop with 
Juppe and that the verdict 
was an indictment of an en¬ 
tire system put in place by 
Chirac. "Alain J uppe was 
condemned criminally 
speaking but it'sChirac who 
wassanctioned morally," said 
Francois Hollande, chief of 
the opposition Socialist 


Party. 

H ealso questioned the con¬ 
servative government'sadop- 
tion of a law in 2002 which 
protects the head of state 
from legal pursuit while in 
office. 

The mayor of Paris, Social¬ 
ist Bertrand Delanoe, said 
not only J uppe was respon¬ 
sible. "This is all about an 
enti reteam whereChirac was 
the leader. A whole team, a 
whole system that was defi¬ 
cient in termsof democratic 
culture," he said. "The re¬ 
sponsibility is collective." 

J uppe, a former prime min¬ 
ister, received an 18-month 
suspended jail sentence and 
was barred for 10 yearsfrom 
holding elected office. His 
lawyer has appealed against 
averdictthatappearstohave 
ruined hispresidential ambi¬ 
tions. 

M edia attention has fo¬ 
cused since Friday on sup¬ 


port J uppe has won from 
party allies, on whether he 
will quit politicsand on alle¬ 
gations by one of the judges 
that her phones were tapped 
and her office broken into 
during the case. 

A few newspapers have also 
gone on to discussthe impli- 
cationsofthecaseforChirac, 
who has ordered an inquiry 
into the judge's charges and 
couI d yet be d ragged i nto the 
party financing scandal. 

"W hatthecourt in N anterre 
condemned was the entire 
covert funding system of the 
RPR partyviaPariscityhall," 
the influential Le M onde 
newspaper said in an edito¬ 
rial. "The only person miss¬ 
ing is the person who pre¬ 
sided over the Gaullist 
(RPR) party and who was 
mayor of Paris: J acques 
Chirac. Jacques Chirac is 
protected by his status as 
president but he is in noway 
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Iraq, constitution rifts cloud Prodi’s succession 


BRUSSELS-U nhealed 
rifts over the I raq war and a 
stalled EuropeanU nioncon- 
stitution arecomplicatingthe 
search for a successor to 
Romano Prodi as president 
of the European Commis¬ 
sion, diplomats say. 

That has prompted EU 
president Ireland to look 
outside the small circle of 
heads of state and govern¬ 
ment. Asa result, an out¬ 
sider isgainingcredenceasa 
possible compromise candi¬ 
date—Antonio Vitorino, a 
moderate Portuguese social¬ 
ist in charge of justice and 
home affairs in the EU ex¬ 


Long-lost 

returned 

STOCKHOLM-A wallet 
lost in southern Sweden 
more than 40 years ago has 
been returned to its owner— 
with her cash still in it. 

Gulli Wihlborg was 18 
when she dropped it while 
cycling in the town of 
T relleborginthesummerof 
1963. 

T he wal let contai ned 45.54 
crowns— a su m she sai d was 
half her monthly rent at the 
time—receipts and photo¬ 
graphs. Its equivalent in 


ecutive. 

Prodi, a centre-left Italian 
prime minister, was chosen 
swiftly in a show of unity in 
M arch 1999 as the first 
NATO bombs fell on 
Kosovo. He replaced 
Jacques Santer of Luxem¬ 
bourg, forced to resign in a 
scandal over mismanage¬ 
ment and nepotism. The 
former economics professor 
had led Italy from financial 
profligacy to qualify as a 
founder member of theeuro 
and was on good terms with 
Europe's Socialists and 
Christian Democrats. 

No such consensual figure 

wallet 
to Swede 

today's money is about 412 
crowns ($56). 

It arrived in the mail at her 
home of 25 years in the 
nearby city of M almo with a 
handwritten note, saying: 
"Dear Gulli, never give up 
hope. Here isthe wallet you 
dropped on Ostersjogatan 
(a street) many years ago. 
G reetingsfromT relleborg." 

"I find it quite fantastic," 
shetold regional newspaper 
T relleborgsA llehanda.The 
sender remained unknown. 


is likely to stand out when 
the 25 EU leaders decide at 
a mid-J une summit on a 
president to head the Com¬ 
mission forthenextfive years 
from November! "Thiswill 
have to marinate for a good 
while. No candidate is 
emerging clearly," one cur¬ 
rent commissioner said. 

The Commission, with 
some 20,000 civil servants, 
proposesE uropean lawsand 
supervises their implemen- 
tati o n. 11 h as extensi ve pow- 
ersintrade,competition and 
market regulation and a 
leading say in economic, 
transport and environment 
policy. 

Anti-War Federalists 

After a centre-left figure 
from a big country, EU tra¬ 
dition would call for a cen¬ 
tre-right president from a 
small state. 

But among serving centre- 
right leaders, Belgian Prime 
M inister Guy Verhofstadt 
and Luxembourg Prime 
Minister Jean-Claude 
J uncker seem tainted by 
membership of the anti-war 
camp led by F ranceand G er- 
many, and are seen as too 
integrationist by several 
countries. Britain vetoed 
then Belgian PrimeM inister 



Yona Metzger (R) Grand Rabbi of the Ashkenazis blesses 
European Union Commission President Romano Prodi of 
Italy during the opening of a J ewish school in Vienna, 
Austria on Monday. Metzger awarded Prodi with the 
"Humanitarian Achievement Award" of the Rabbinical 
Center of Europe. 


Jean-Luc Dehaene in 1994 
astoo "federalist". Dehaene 
is still a contender. 

Danish Prime M inster 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen, 
who ran a highly successful 
EU presidency in 2002 
finalisingthebloc'seastward 
enlargement, has shown no 
desireforthejob. H eisprob- 
ably too pro-American for 
the Franco-German camp, 
diplomats say, and hiscoun- 
try is not a member of the 
single European currency. 

Austrian Chancellor 
WolfgangSchuessel, a Chris¬ 
tian Democrat with solid 
European credentials, has 
some backers, but France 
and G ermany may not have 
forgiven his 2000 political 
alliance with far-right anti¬ 
immigration leader J oerg 
Haider. At a time when 


French and Belgian leaders 
are trying to hold the line 
againstlocal or national coa- 
litionswiththeextremeright, 
choosing Schuessel could 
send the wrong signal. 

Outgoing Spanish Prime 
M inister Jose M aria Aznar 
has set an example of suc¬ 
cessful economic reform but 
alienated many by his firm 
backing for U .S. President 
George W. Bush in the I raq 
war. 

H ealso helped block agree¬ 
ment on anew EU constitu¬ 
tion in December to defend 
Spain'sdisproportionate vot¬ 
ing power. He has said he 
will notseekaEuropeanjob. 
Party politicsare a compli¬ 
cating factor. Several poten¬ 
tial candidates are left-of- 
centre, including former 
Finnish Prime M inister 


Paavo L ipponen and outgo¬ 
ing Greek Prime M inister 
Costas Simitis, while most 
EU governments and the 
majority in the European 
Parliament are on the cen¬ 
tre-right. 

Technocrat 

U nder the Nice treaty, the 
Commission president no 
longer has to be chosen by 
unanimity but by qualified 
majority vote. But in prac¬ 
tice, the choice will require 
broad consensus. 

Although the draft consti¬ 
tution stipulates that the 
head of the EU executive 
must be a former or serving 
national leader, Irish Prime 
M inister Bertie Ahern said 
on starting hissix months in 
the EU chair that he may 
recommend a "technocrat". 
A hern recalled that F rench- 
man Jacques Delors, the 
Commission's strongest 
president, was never a na¬ 
tional leader. Several diplo- 
matsand commissionerssaid 
Vitorino, although little 
known outside Brussels, 
seemed the best placed out¬ 
sider. A multilingual policy 
expert and competent ad¬ 
ministrator, he could be an 
obviouschoiceifEU leaders 
are looking for a low-key 
manager rather than a high- 
profile political leader. 

Although a socialist, he 
would be proposed by 
Portugal's centre-right gov¬ 
ernment, giving his nomina¬ 
tion a bipartisan flavourthat 
could easeE uropean Parlia¬ 
ment confirmation. 


Russia says could speed 
up Georgia bases removal 


M O SCOW —Russia gave the 
first sign on M onday that it 
was prepared to speed up the 
closure of two military bases 
in neighbouring Georgia, say¬ 
ing it could envisage them 
being removed in seven to 
nine years. 

The presence of the bases, 
vestiges of the Soviet era, has 
become a major irritant in 
relations between Moscow 
and the new Georgian lead¬ 
ership which wants them re¬ 
moved in three years. U ntil 
now, M oscowhas said itcould 
not close them for at least a 
decade. 

But, in commentsto I nterfax 
news agency that showed a 
softeningofitsposition, Colo¬ 
nel-General Y uriBaluyevsky, 
fi rst deputy head of the G en- 
eral Staff, said: "We have to 
look for a middle way here. 
M aybe the process could be 
realised over 7-9 years. This 
dependson when we can start 


to create infrastructure for 
the removed troops." 

But he insisted that 
Georgia's call for them to be 
removed in three years was 
"unrealistic." Georgian offi¬ 
cials were not immediately 
available for comment. 

The future of the bases, 
which house around 8,000 
soldiers, has become a hot 
issue since former President 
Eduard Shevardnadze was 
overthrown in a "rose revolu¬ 
tion" in November, and re¬ 
placed by a more Western- 
oriented government. New 
PresidentM ikhaiI Saakashvili 
has called the bases a "colo¬ 
nial" relicandhaslinked their 
removal to cracking down on 
Chechen rebels who, Mos¬ 
cow says, use G eorgian terri¬ 
tory as a base for attacking 
Russia. 

H e has won backing from 
Washington— which hasmili- 
tary advisers with the G eor¬ 


gian army—for the bases' re¬ 
moval, but Russia has 
stressed it cannot afford to 
close them quickly. The 
U nited Stateshasindicatedit 
would be prepared to con- 
tributefi nanciallyto theearly 
closure of the bases at 
Akhalkalaki inthesouthand 
Batumi on the Black sea 
coast. 

M ost analysts think Russia 
is dragging its feet on the is¬ 
sue to keep influence over its 
neighbour and maintain a 
strategic line of bases along 
NATO-member Turkey's 
border. 

"Russia could withdraw the 
bases within three months," 
said independent defence 
analyst Pavel Felgenhauer. 
"T here are not a lot of weap¬ 
ons there, probably only 90 
tanks, and only around 300 
Russian officers. The rest of 
the soldiers are locals." 
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Pakistan scientist admits 
selling nuclear secrets 


ISLAMABAD-The father 
ofPakistan'satomicbombhas 
confessed to selling nuclear 
secrets to Iran, Libya and 
North Korea, but authorities 
have yet to decide if the na¬ 
tional hero will go on trial, 
officials said on M onday. 

Top scientist Abdul Qadeer 
Khan was sacked as adviser to 
the prime minister on Satur- 
dayand isthe main suspect in 
a two-month investigation 
into allegationsthat individu¬ 
als passed on Pakistan's 
nuclear weapons secrets to 
third countries. 

Seven suspects are still un¬ 
der investigation, but senior 
former military and intelli¬ 
gence officials—who experts 
say must have known about 
Khan's activities—are not 
being questioned. Putting 
Khan on trial is a sensitive 
issue in Pakistan, where he is 
revered asa national hero and 
the father of not only the 
country's, but the Islamic 
world's atomic bomb. 

"He (Khan) has admitted 
these things," said a military 
official on condition of ano¬ 
nymity, referring to allega¬ 
tions Khan peddled nuclear 
secrets to Iran, Libya and 
North Korea during the late 
1980sand early 1990s. "I t has 
yet to be decided whether he 
goes on trial or not." 

I ntell igence sources said the 
evidence against Khan was 
strong enough to formally 
charge him, and included a 
statement f ro m a key m i d d I e- 
man in D ubai thatcould prove 
damning. 

H is lavish lifestyle, minutely 
detailed in the English-lan¬ 
guage local media, may also 
be used against him. But West¬ 
ern diplomatsand analystssay 
a trial would open a 
"Pandora's box" for Pakistan 
and in particular its powerful 
military, which was likely to 
be implicated in any case. 

The intelligence community 
also believes Khan's daugh¬ 
ter may have gone abroad with 
material that could compro- 
misethemilitary.The69-year- 
old K han has been keptunder 
24-hour watch and has yet to 
speak publiclysincethe probe 
began. 

Pakistan launched its inves¬ 
tigation more than two 
months ago after the U .N. 
nuclear watchdog, the I nter- 
national Atomic Energy 
Agency, found evidence 


pointing to Pakistani involve¬ 
ment in Iran's nuclear 
programme. Designs used in 
Libyan and North Korean 
nuclear programmes are also 
believed to have come from 
Pakistan. 

The international commu- 
nityhopestheprobewill help 
expose a global network of 
secret nuclear proliferators 
amid fears sensitive technol¬ 
ogy could fall into the hands 
of terrorists. 

The decision to single out 
Khan marks a major turn¬ 
around in Pakistani policy. In 
January, 2003, the govern¬ 
ment rushed to his defence, 


dismissing as "concocted and 
fabricated speculation" news¬ 
paper reports linking him to 
illegal proliferation. 

The widely read U rdu-lan- 
guage press has criticised the 
handling of the case, and ac¬ 
cuses President Pervez 
M usharraf of blindly follow¬ 
ing A merica'sagenda after he 
supported its war in Afghani¬ 
stan and vowed to crack down 
on Islamic militancy. "What¬ 
ever reason the government 
gives tojustify its actions, the 
nation will consider it a step 
toward completion of the 
American agenda in this re¬ 
gion," the N awa-i-W aqt daily 



Apartment block collapses 
in central Turkey, 3 die 


But senior officials say that 
public opinion may swing be¬ 
hind thegovernment if Khan's 
guilt can be proved beyond 
doubt. M usharraf is expected 
to address the nation, prob¬ 
ably earlynextweek, once the 
investigation is completed. 



HAMBURG, Germany- 
German health authorities 
examined two women for pos¬ 
sible bird flu infection on 
Monday but said tests sug¬ 
gested they were most prob¬ 
ably not infected with the vi¬ 
rus now sweeping Asia. 

0 ne of the women had re¬ 
turned from a trip to Thai¬ 
land on Saturday and been 
taken to hospital complain¬ 
ing of sickness, dizziness and 
fever. Her companion, who 
had no symptoms, has also 
undergone tests. 

"There is nothing to suggest 
it is bird flu," Professor 
Bernhard Fleischer, director 


of the Bernhard N ocht I nsti- 
tute for Tropical M edicine in 
the northern city of H amburg, 
told reporters after receiving 
the f i rst resu I tsof cl i ni cal tests. 
"At this point it seems bird flu 
is unlikely." 

Fleischer later gave an up¬ 
date on the woman's condi¬ 
tion, saying she no longer had 
fever. "I t's probably not such 
a severe illness, the patient is 
doing well," he said, adding 
further tests were being con¬ 
ducted to rule out bird flu. 

Shares in Deutsche 
Lufthansa AG and tour op¬ 
erator TUI had fallen on the 
news of possi bl e bi rd f I u cases, 
which could affect bookings 
from German tourists. The 
infections would have been 
the first in E urope in the lat¬ 
est epidemic, which has so far 
killed 12 people and affected 
10 countries in Asia. 

Officials from Hamburg's 
health authority and from the 
Robert Koch Institute in Ber¬ 
lin, Germany's top health in¬ 
stitute, said the women were 
unlikely to be infected with 


KONYA, Turkey-A 10- 
storey apartment block col¬ 
lapsed in central Turkey on 
M onday, killing a two-year- 
old girl and atleasttwo other 
people and trapping many 
more under the rubble, offi¬ 
cials said. 

Rescue workers and resi¬ 
dents covered in white dust 
used their bare handsto dig 
through the debris in a des¬ 
perate attempt to find any 
survivors of the 36-apart¬ 
ment block in Konya, a city 
250 km (155 miles) south of 
the capital Ankara. 
Asmanyas 120 people may 
have been in the building in 
Konya's Selcuklu township. 
Shops on the ground floor 
were closed for the M uslim 
holidayofEidal-Adhawhen 
the building collapsed 
around 8:30 p.m. (1830 
GMT). 

"Some of the families had 
vi si to rs o ver to cel eb rate th e 
holiday, others had gone 
away, so it's hard to say how 
many people were inside," 
Mustafa Torosoglu, who 
lived in the building, told 
NTV. 

D octors were treati ng more 


than 25 people, an official at 
one hospital told Reuters, 
and state-run news agency 
Anatolian said some suf¬ 
fered injuries after jumping 
out of their apartment win¬ 
dows as the block crumbled 
into a five-metre (16-foot) 
pile. 

Panicked relativesand oth¬ 
ers rushed to the scene seek¬ 
ing news of casualties, and 
rescue workers complained 
the huge crowds were mak¬ 
ing it difficult to listen for 
the sounds of any who re¬ 
mained buried alive. 

The teams were searching 
foronewomanwho had used 
her mobile telephoneto call 
for help. A young man was 
pulled outoftherubblealive 
before workers reached his 
mother who had died, wit¬ 
nesses said. 

R escuers scram bled on top 
ofthepileof concrete blocks, 
broken furnitureand twisted 
metal, but large earth-mov¬ 
ing equipment was not be¬ 
ing used for fear of unset¬ 
tling the mound of debris 
and crushing any survivors 
trapped beneath. 


n paramedics carry an unidentified patient on a stretcher at the entrance of the 
n tropical diseases institute in Hamburg, on Monday. 


Germany checks women 
for suspected bird flu 


bird flu. 

Gerd-Dieter Burchard, the 
doctor treating the woman at 
the Hamburg institute, said 
she was a you ng G erman who 
had had no contactwith poul¬ 
try in Thailand. He gave no 
further details. 

"I t's a very low level of suspi¬ 
cion but we cannot rule it out 
and can take no risks," 
Burchard said. 

Scientists fear the virus in 
Asia may now be transmitted 
from person to person. The 
European U nion's health 
chief said he was monitoring 
the possible spread of bird flu 
from human to human in A sia 
but no immediate additional 
steps were planned withi n the 
bloc. 

"The World Health 
Organisation hasn't con¬ 
firmed the human-to-human 
transmission in V ietnam, but 
it'sveryworrying,"EU Health 
and Consumer Protection 
Commissioner David Byrne 
said. 
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Super Bikes & Car 
N.V: 1999 Lexus RX 300.: V6, 

3.0L, automatic, fully loaded, 
remoteentiy, leatherinterior.sun 
roof, premium sound system, 
and much more. Price: 
$19,950 financing available. 
$597x36 months. Call Fadi: 
5442779 if at: www. 
sxmcar.com. 


1993 Ford Econoline E250. 

Automatic, radio. $2,500. Call" 
5570820. 



1999 Dodge Durango, V8, special 
edition, red, automatic, leather 
seats, cd player, powerwindows/ 
locks, magrims. I n good condition. 
$16,995orbestaffer. Call: 5221502 
(Serious persons only.) 



1999 Mazda M illenia: V6, special 
edition, fully loaded, leatherseats. 
$11,500. Call: 5510178. 

Sale,Sale,Sale.2000ToyotaCelica 
GT,silvercolour$10,800. Oneweek 
only, donUetthis deal go. Call now 
for viewing and test drive, car is 
located across from Food World. 
Call: 5579466. 



Suzuki Forenza4D:Colorsilver, yr. 

2oo4, Engine: 4cyl ,2.ol, 126hp 
X. Mileage:new, Trans.: Aut., Pnce 

-W- $14999 

1995 Geo Tracker: Fuel injection, 
automatic, 4x4, A/C, power 
steering, american specs. $3,000. 
negotiable. Quick sale. Call: 
5536880. 


For Sale: 1992 Nissan Flatbed 
towtruckblue. 1994lsuzutruck, 
red & white. 2000 125CC 
Scooters. Call: 5420606 or 
5579905. 



condition. Call 04163293after5pm 
or%? 


1999 Ford Ranger pick-up: 5 

speed, bedliner, cold A/C, ps, pb, 
clean interior rearsliding window, 
regular cab, looks and drives like 
new. Price: $6,500. Call: 5229456. 


1992LexusES300.Goodcondition. 

$4,500. call: 5557335. Price 
negotiable 



For Sale: Citroen ZX Break, 1995 
standard, red. In perfect condition 
$2,800. Laser sailboat! Complete 
$700. In good condition. Greatfun! 
Call: 5452411 or5444760 (Rob or 
Conny) 


Suzuki lgnis:Silver, almost new, 
23000 miles, pucharsed in 2002, 
mint condition, onlydealererviced, 
ladydriven, standard. $8,700. Call: 
5569658. 



33' Power Play speed boat. Twin 
415 FHp M ereruisers. Mustsell this 
week, with trailerand cover! Call: 
5577469. 


40ft container in good condition. 
Cal 1559-6231 or552-0150 

DVD movies for sale, great re¬ 
leases, great prices. Free delivery. 
Call: 5557611or(00590)690540991. 
Must sell laptop like new.Pill 800 
$695. Also Desktop Dell P4-2.6Ghz 
greatvalue$650. Contact5574772 
or (00590) 690 760216. 

Laptop Dell Latitude PIN w .20 gb 
harddnve $500. Also 2.4ghzdesk- 
top w. 17" flat screen monitor, 
cdrlwr, 128mb, videocard, 40ghz 
harddrive and more, price nego¬ 
tiable. Call: 5576074 or5444114. 
4000W gasgenerator, ow oil shut 
off, outlet 110V-220V $400. Office 
desk, 3 drawers $40. Used bed- 
regulator, 2 second stages $100 
together. M assagetablewithsepa- 
rate head rest $140. Call: 5512845. 


Fiberglass swimming pool 
forsale: 24feetx8feetx5feet. 
Complete with accessories, 
ready to-iigalL Call: 5234582 
forinfo. 


REAL ESTATE 

FOR SALE 


PointeBlanche: Largeflatprop- 
erty 2 bedr, 1 bath, garage 
1325M 2 $275,000. CayHill: Nice 
view, 3 bedr, 2 bath, parking 
$280,000. Marys Fancy: New 
house, 3 bedr 3 bath, pool, 
generator $450,000. M ary$ 
fancy: 3 bedr, 2 bath +1 bedr 
apartment $300,000. South Re¬ 
ward: 3 bedr, 2 bath, small 
pool, garage $240,000. Cole 
Bay: Close to Rams, 3 bedr, 2V2 
bath, garage, large property 
$270,000. Also differentproper- 
ties forsale and houseforrent. 
§g§L.NV Mr.LJ.Gumbs.tel/ 
fax: 5484916 or call 5226513. 
etrojaribbOTjhkjp@yahoo.Q3m 


Philipsburg: Commercial lotfor 
saleatunbeatableprice.4918M 2 
$614,750. not negotiable, next 
to Vineyard building, direct 
access from w.g. buncamper 
road. Call now or never. 
5225131-Thanks. _ 


Bico/ Virgon Building Annex.! ! ew 

4 storey building. Zbutsteeg #3, 
Philipsburg. Floors land2, currently 
government offices, modem split 
level, one 2 bedreondo and two 2 
bedrapartments/offices onthe3rd 
floor. Fully rented. At comer of 
Cannegieter St. Selling at cost. 
$875,000. Call: 141. 

Guana Bay Estate: Ivory Shell 
Drive, 4 bedr, 3 bath main house 
and 3 separate rental houses on 2.4 
acre valuable estate land. Short 
wal kto quietsecluded beach, large 
horse corral, underground utilities 
and cisterns. Excellent rental 
income, $700,000. or best offer. 
Call: 5444007. 


Guana Bay: Real estate property 
808M 2 unbuilt Call Sharda: 5430108 

Cay Hill: Land for sale. Behind 
Popob apartment. Includes: water, 
current, cable t.v. and telephone 
lines. Road is partiallypaved. 821M 2 
$60,000.504M 2 $45,000. Formore 
info call: 5510363. 


Simpson Bay. Fantastic buy. 4 
bedr free standing house, steps 
awayfromquietsecluded beach, 3 
bath, terrace facing ocean, 
driveway, A/C, swimming pol, fully 
furnished. Ready to move in. 
$489,000.Call: 5453435. 


lbedrapartmentsforrent, 8min 
from Philipsburg, phone & Cable 
T.V. lines. Greatview and security. 
Starting at$700p/m.Call: 5575118. 
Belair: 4 bedr, 3l/2 bath, kiddie 
pool+Scandinavian tubon wooden 
deck, great ocean view. Serious 
sale inquiries possible. Also house¬ 
hold items on sale. Call 

54-24332 after3pm 
Middle Region: One large one 
bedr apt., furnished, quiet area, 
parking. $500p/m. Location M iddle 
Region. Formoreinfocall: 5528954 
Furnished 2 bedroom for rent, 
rent includes water & electricity. 
Price $800 p/m. Available until 
Augustl, 2004. Contact: 5229159. 
Pelican Key: Fullyfumished3bedr, 
3 bath house. Washer/dryer. Sea 
yew. Call: 5579493. 


Indiana Beach: Spacious2bedr, 2 
bath furnished townhouse apart¬ 
ment. All amenities. Greatlocation. 
Close to beach, shops, moves. 
Available february 1st. Call: 
5590684. 


Cole Bay: Flouseavailableforrent, 
2 bedr, office orden, living room, 2 
bath, kitchen with cabinets and 
largesurroundingyard, private park¬ 
ing. Rent $900. Contact: 5224966 
or5233718. 


Mary's Fancy: 1 bedr apartment, 
beautifully furnished, water in¬ 
cluded, great view $1,000. Call 
Frankie: 5574165. 

Mary's Fancy Hill: One bedroom 
apartment, furnished, own porch 
withgreatview.$600. Call: 5421247. 
2- Two bedroom apartments ift 
Cay Hill. Great view, secured, in# 
quietneighbourhood.Availabiefor 
rent $700. p/m. Contact: 5574474 
or5577385. 

PointeBlancheOceanfront rooms 
for rent in private villa. Ocean 


front rooms with private entrance, 
pool, all new furnishings, maid ser¬ 
vice, A/C, long &shortterm. Call 
Karen: 5231094/5511170. 

larmony@ hotmai I .com 
Pointe Blanche: 15 Pigeon Road. 
3 bedr, 2 bath, pool ,ful ly furnished, 
standby generator, great ocean 
Mew. $2,500. p/m. Informationcall: 
5571271._ 

Pointe Blanche: 3 bedrooms, pool, 
fullyfumished, generator. Available 
Feb 1st Info call: 5571271. 


Pointe Blanche: Nice 1 bedr 
furnished apartment N o pets. $700 
p/m. Email Charlie at: 
ccathere@aol.com 

Pointe Blanche: 1 bedrfumished 
apartment with swimming pool & 
laundry included. Utilities fantastic 
yews. $800. Call: 5558799. 
Pelican Key: Owner rent Town 
house, 2 bedr, 2 baths, A/C, fully 
furnished, large terrace, full ocean 
view, parking, swimming pool 
$1900. Cal1:5444734or0690620829 
Available in February: Newly 
renovated 3 bedr, 2 bath house in 
residential area. Burglarand smote 
alarm, A/C. Enclosed porch grilled 
and screened. Private yard. Serious 
inquiries only. Call: 5538944. 
Pelican Key: Apartemnt 2 bedr, 
largecovered terrace,A/C,furnished 
$1,100. Flouse2 bed, 2bath, large 
covered deck, beautifuiyew+sun 
roof, furnished orunfumished, A/C. 
$1,750 Call: 5443361. 


Marianne Estate. Cole Bay: 3bedr 
home. Consists of a large bedrplus 
2 smaller bedr, well furnished 
kitchen, ti led yardsurrounding house 
plus concrete roofing. For 
appointment call: 5571358 or 
5425103. 


Concordia. Close toMarigot, one 

bedr apartment in a private villa, 2 
porches, largeyard, private parking. 
Availablefumished orunfumished. 
Call: 5571778or(00590)690396221. 
Email: sxm@yahoo.com 
Beautiful room, across from big 
resort. Perfect for bar, pub or res¬ 
taurant, ormaybevery nice office. 
Approx 120 M 2 . $1,800 p/m. Call: 
5443524. steve@stmartin.com 
Beacon Hill: Apartment for rent, 1 
bedr, furnished $600 p/m. Call: 
5520961. 


Beacon Hill: 2 bedr apartment, 
upstairs and downstairs. $900fur¬ 
nished. $1,100 unfurnished. Call: 
5528288 or5423126 


Beacon Hill: 2 bed apt. foment. N 
C &parking lot. Furnished: $1200. 
Unfurnished: $850. Tel. 522-5139/ 
544-3592 


Oyster Pond: Lovely 1 bedr cot¬ 
tage, furnished, private entrance/ 
park ng, terrace, Atlantic view, own 
garden, nice area, amenities 
nearby.$785 p/m renewable, lyear 
minimum. Call Karen: 5231094 or 
5511770. Larmony @ 
sintmaarten.net or larmony 
@hotmail.com 


Apartment torrent: 2 bedr, 1 bath, 
A/C, unfurnished $750. 2 bedr, 1 
bath, unfurnished $670.2 bedr, 1 
bath (fridge + stove) A/C, semi- 
fumished $850. 4 bedr, 2 bath, 
furnished $1,800. 3 bedr, 2 bath 
fumished$l,500. Call: 5230717after 
12:00 noon. 


Furnished 1 bedr apartment in 

Saunders, private entrance, great 
vew. $1,000. p/m. Furnishedstti* 
dio apartment in Cole Bay, terrace 
on lagoonside, common pool $750 
p/m. Formore information please 
call: 5570683. 


Big 2 bedroom apartment, quiet 
neighbourhood $600. Big 2 bedr, 
furnished, walk-in closet, balcony 
with panoramic vew, quiet Sdean 


environment $900. 1 small bedr 
apartment $300. Call: 5555319. 




Please!!! Do you have big dog 
kennels or know of someone who 
has big dog kennels? I need 3, 
Looking to buyforgood price,sec¬ 
ond hand also good. Please call 
J anneke 5425082 or Vanilda 
5520747. 


Young lady looking forpart-time/ 
full-timejob. Call 5557151 
Looking for male or female with 
knowledge of photography and 
computer. Call: 5564722.8:00a.m. 
-5:00 p.m. 


Young lady early 30's looking for 
part-timejoD.Telephoneoperator/ 
Receptionist orSales Lady in jew¬ 
elry store or boutque. Preferable 
from 8am - 1pm. Please call 54- 
27137 from 7pm-8pm. 


Females only! looking for decent 
female roomate to share furnished 
apartment. Immediatelyavailable. 
You contribution $200. Call now 
5561294 


n 


Looking to buy a house around 

$400,000. in Pelican, Simpson Bay, 
BeaconFlillorAlmondGrove. Down 
payment of $200,000. possible, 
private rest financing for 5 years 
needed. Please call: 5225131. 


Young energetic, hard working 
ladies are looking for a job as a 
cleaner, baby sitting the old and 
young, washing, ironing, maidfull¬ 
time orpart-time, kitchen help. Call: 
5593727. 


Reliable young man is looking 

for an evening job as a waiter, 
barbae k, busser or kitchen staff. 
Call: 5557611. 



The VitaO ne M u Iti nutrition pack. 

New standardforbetterlivng, one 
packeta day delivers the vitamins, 
minerals, antioxidants, 
concentrated green nutrients, 
enzymes and essential fatty acids 
yourbodyneeds. Call: 5528991. 
Electric repairs of big screen tv's 
and all othersizes, stereaamplifiers 
Sstereoset, microwaves, motors, 
veris, etc., etc. Also electronical 
installation. Call: 5563626. We pick¬ 
up and deliver also. 

<Check This Out> Pre G.E.D. 
testing, Wed & Friday mornings. 
G.E.D. class beginning Feb2,2004. 
Call: 5523461 foran appointment. 

Need quality afterschool help 
for your grade school child? 

Days: Monday to Thursday. 
Time: Fromafterschoolto6:00 
p.m. Place: UpionFarm. Weekly 
fee: $20, Formore information 
'Call: 5470404. 


Witness redHiiits 
all tun U 
ilU 

NEW YORK-A "hurried 
and harsh" M artha Stewart 
called ImClone Systems Inc. 
thedayofhersuspiciousstock 
trade and demanded to know 
what was happening at the 
biotech company, a former 
executive assistanttestified in 
court on M onday. 

E mily Perret, I mClone 
founder Sam Waksal's one¬ 
time assistant, toldjurorsthat 
Stewart called the company's 
off i ces i n I ate D ecem ber 2001 
and ordered herto "G etSam" 
in her normally abrupt tone 
of voice. 

Told Waksal was unavail¬ 
able, Stewart left a message 
that Perret recorded in her 
phone log as, "Martha 
Stewart. Something is going 
on with I mClone and she 
wants to knowwhat," accord¬ 
ing to M onday's testimony. 

Stewart ison trial for lying to 
authorities who were investi¬ 
gating her December 2001 
saleofl mCloneshares, which 
prosecutorsbelievewasbased 
on an inside tip. The lifestyle 
trendsetter had placed the 
trade before there was a pub- 
licannouncementthat caused 
I mClone shares to tumble. 

The case against Stewart, 
who appeared in New York 
court wearing black pantsand 
an orange jacket, centers on 
her D ec. 27,2001, sale of about 
4,0001 mC loneshares. She was 
joined in court by her daugh¬ 
ter and supporters, including 
comedian Rosie O'Donnell. 

Prosecutors believe Stewart 
sold the shares after learning 
that the company's founder, 
her friend Sam Waksal, was 
dumping stock. Stewart and 
herformerM errill Lynch bro¬ 
ker Peter Bacanovic are 
charged with schemingto hide 
the reason for her trade. 

Brian Schimpfhauser, a gov¬ 
ernment witness who works 
in M errill Lynch'smarketsur¬ 
veillance department, testi¬ 
fied that Bacanovictold secu¬ 
rities regulators that he had 
spoken to Stewart on D ec. 27 
and advised her to sell her 
shares in I mClone stock. The 
government maintains that 
co n versati o n never too k p I ace. 

Bacanovic'sstatementtothe 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission came during a 
conference call at the early 
stages of their investigation. 
Federal prosecutors charge 
thatBacanovicliedtotheSEC 
during that call, saying in their 
indictment that Bacanovic 
and Stewart never spoke on 
D ec. 27 and that he misled the 
regulators as part of a cover 
up. 
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Business 


Higher corporate profits 
aren’t leading to hiring 



According to the most widely accepted measure of U.S. 
employment, public-speaking coach and consultant 
LeeAundra Temescu was not among the 130 million Ameri¬ 
cans who had a job in 2003. But don't try telling her that. 
Because she is one of more than 15 million self-employed 
workers in the United States, Temescu is on nobody's 
payroll-and thus does not show up on the Labor 
Department's employer survey used each month to assess 
the strength of the job market. 


NEWYORK-WhenPhilip 
Gardner took a research 
position at M ichigan State 
U niversity in 1985, big cor¬ 
porations were snapping up 
graduates. 

As the U .S. economy re¬ 
bounded from a recession, 
herecalled,M idland,M ichi- 
gan-based Dow Chemical 
Co. was hiring more than 
100 graduates a year, while 
automakers hired even 
more. Two recessions later, 
the economy is rebounding 
again, but the university's 
once-vast job pipeline is 
gone. 

"Even though earningsare 
up for a company like Dow 
Chemical, they're just not 
hiring that many people any 
more," said Gardner, who 
directs the Collegiate Em¬ 
ployment Research Insti¬ 
tute. 


PARIS—M arc Blondel, the 
pugnacious French labour 
boss behind the 1995 strikes 
which brought down the last 
conservative government, 
was taking part in his final 
trade union congress on 
M onday before hanging up 
his megaphone for good. 

H is retirement comes at a 
critical momentforF ranee's 
tradeunion movement, with 
membership dwindling and 
President Jacques Chirac 
seeking to limit its right to 
call strikes on essential ser¬ 
vices such as public trans¬ 
port. But Blondel, known as 
"TheGeneral", pledged his 
ForceOuvriere(FO) union 
would take to the streets to 
defeat healthcare reforms 


Anecdotal evidence like 
this doesn't just worry the 
jobless, their families and 
friends.Thelaggingjobmar- 
ket could become a key 
tripwire for President Bush 
in this year's election. An 
economic recovery without 
jobs may not sit well with 
voters, who could side with 
Democrats suggesting that 
Bush has favored big busi¬ 
ness at the expense of work¬ 
ers. 

And without a pickup in 
empl oyment, consumer con- 
fidence and spending on 
M ain Street may take a hit. 
Indeed, even companies 
with quarterly profits soar¬ 
ing are shy about adding 
workers— if they're not lay¬ 
ing people off. 

"We listened to over a hun¬ 
dred quarterlyearningscon- 
ference calls and we have 


this year which the left in- 
si stswill maketreatmentless 
affordable for the poor. 

"The French didn't get 
worked up about state pen¬ 
sion reforms (last year) but 
on health therewill beareal, 
hard battle," Blondel, 65, 
told LeParisien newspaper. 

"At the congress, when I 
say healthcare deserves a 
strike,theywill applaud me," 
he said before Force 
Ouvriere (Worker Power), 
France'sthird-largest union, 
started its meeting just out¬ 
side Paris. 

Draft legislation to repair 
the widening deficit in 
France's generous health 
system is due by end-J une. 
Optionsindudehikingtaxes, 


not heard from anybody who 
says they are picking up the 
pace of hiring," said Rich¬ 
ard Y amarone, director of 
economic research at A rgus 
Research. "Notone." 

Job Export Worries 

U .S. companies continueto 
looktoward I ndiaand China 
for cheaper labor, adding to 
theworriesofsomethatnew 
jobs are headed to 
Guangzhou and Bangalore 
rather than Chicago or Bos¬ 
ton. 

C o nf i rmi ng these fears, fac¬ 
tory closures and mass fir¬ 
ings made headlines this 
earnings season. Just last 
week, Eastman Kodak Co. 
said it would cutl5,000jobs 
as it redefines itself to keep 
pace with themarketfordigi- 
tal products. Kraft Foods 
Inc. said it would cut 6,000 
jobsand close 20 plants as it 
reported lowerfourth-quar- 
ter earnings. 

Such cuts are inevitable as 
products go out of fashion 
or companies run into 
trouble. Buteven companies 
with soaring profits are cut¬ 
ting back their work force. 

Both Dow Chemical and 
rival DuPont Co. reported 
higher-than-expected 
fourth-quarter earningsand 
gave o pti m i sti c fo recasts fo r 
this year—but still an¬ 
nounced plans to cut more 
jobs. 

And in a trend consistent 
across the banking industry, 
Wells Fargo & Co. last 
month reported strong 
fourth-quarter profit, but 
said it cut 7,500 of its 10,000 
temporary mortgage posi- 
tionssinceSeptember.M ore 
layoffs are on the way, the 


cutting the amount thestate 
reimburses for treatment or 
cutting back on available 
healthcare. 

Blondel will step down on 
Saturday. Barring an upset, 
his successor will be named 
thisweekendasJean-Claude 
M ailly, the former right- 
hand man hecalls"son" and 
who enjoys the backing of 
an influential far-leftfaction 
within the union. 

But critics say M ailly, 50, 
has none of the media skills 
or force of character of 
Blondel. They predict a 
backlash byreformistsinthe 
union who believe it can 
achieve more by fostering 
negotiation with govern¬ 
ment and industry. 


company said. 

M eanwhile, only 1,000 new 
jobswerecreated in D ecem- 
ber, the L abor D epartment 
said. Lastweek,initial claims 
for state j o bl ess benef i ts fel I 
by 1,000, to 342,000, from 
the previous week. 

J ohn Lonski, chief econo¬ 
mist at Moody's Investor 
Service, predicted job 
growth could start as early 
asM arch,based intherapid 
increase nationwide in com¬ 
pany productivity. FI enry 
Willmore, head ofU .S. eco¬ 
nomics at Barclays Capital, 
agreed. 

"We've already started to 
see this happen," Willmore 


Named FO head in 1989, 
Blondel became one of 
F ranee's most easily identi¬ 
fiable publiefigures, with his 
no-holds-barred rhetoric, 
Cuban cigarsand black polo- 
neck sweaters. But while a 
poll on Sunday ranked him 
as France's favourite trade 
unionleader— witha 48 per¬ 
cent popularity rating most 
politicians can only dream 
of—his record has been 
mixed. It was Blondel who 
seized the initiative against 
Chirac's prime minister 
Alain J uppe in 1995, spear¬ 
heading a vast public ser¬ 
vices strike against a first 
attempt to trim France's 
welfare state and public 
spending. As the protest 


said, asthefinancial-services 
industry has started adding 
jobsforthefirsttimeinyears. 

Expect more job postings 
this quarter, he added, but 
not the glut of hiring in the 
post-recession mid-1980s. 
Willmore attributed the hot 
job market in that period to 
the U .S. economy's sudden 
growth—unliketoday'sslug- 
gish pace. 

But Gardner, of Michigan 
State, remains skeptical of 
an imminentjob comeback. 
"Economists keep saying 
thatthesecompaniesshould 
be hiring," he said. "But 
they're not." 


mushroomed into the worst 
social unrest seen in France 
si nee the 1968 student riots, 
the government ditched its 
plans and J uppe was finally 
forced out of power in 1997. 

But Force Ouvriere's in¬ 
fluence has declined during 
Blondel's reign. While ac¬ 
tual membershipfiguresare 
secret, estimates suggest it 
has nearly halved in a de¬ 
cade to barely 250,000. 

Blondel's call last year for 
a general stri ke o ver C h i rac's 
mo ve to rai se the reti rement 
age was ignored by the pri¬ 
vate sector. The protest 
fizzled out when a group of 
moderate unions signed a 
compromise accord with the 
government. 


US factories 
surge to 
20-year high 

NEW YORK-Manufac- 
turing in the U nited States 
surged to a 20-year high at 
the start of the year asfacto- 
ries scrambled to meet de¬ 
mand, while consumer 
spendingincreased modestly 
during the holidays, reports 
showed on Monday. Even 
with improved factory pro¬ 
duction, however, manufac¬ 
turers remained cautious 
about hiring, dampening 
hopes for a turnaround in 
production jobs. 

The closely watched Insti¬ 
tute for Supply 
M anagement’smanufactur- 
ing indexroseto 63.6 i nj anu- 
ary—the highest since late 
1983—from a revised read¬ 
ing of 63.4 the prior month. 
T hat was shy of eco nom i sts' 
expectations of a rise to 64.0. 
"M anufacturing is in a cy¬ 
clical upswing at the begin¬ 
ning of 2004, and is poised 
for further growth over the 
coming months," said Bear 
Stearns Chief Economist 
John Ryding. 

Stocks initially fell and 
Treasuries rose on the 
slightlysofter-than-expected 
report. But they reversed 
those moves in afternoon 
trade. The broad S&P 500 
index ended up0.37percent 
at 1,135.26. 

The ISM survey's new or¬ 
ders measure, a key barom¬ 
eter of futu re growth, was at 
the best level since the early 
1970s. But the surge in fac¬ 
tory output has yet to trans¬ 
late into jobs, and the em¬ 
ployment index slipped to 
52.9from53.5in December. 
Even though the economy 
has picked up in the past six 
months, robust hiring has 
been the missing link in the 
recovery. The risk is that if 
the job market does not im¬ 
prove, consumer spending 
could falter. 

E conomists have been sur¬ 
prised thatthenational pay¬ 
rolls report has not shown 
an improvement in factory 
hiring after three years of 
declines. In December, 
26,000 manufacturing jobs 
were lost. Analysts will look 
for signs of improvement in 
the J anuary payrolls report, 
due Feb. 6. 

M ost of the 2.4 million jobs 
lostover the past three years 
have been in manufactur¬ 
ing. "The economy is going 
to accelerate in some areas 
anddecelerateinothersand 
the labor market isgoing to 
be the one that keeps get- 
tingsqueezed," said Lehman 
Brothers economist Drew 
M atus. 



Old general of French class warfare bows out 
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22_ Opinion 

The right choice 


WASHINGTON - Be¬ 
fore the great hunt for 
scapegoats begins, let's 
look at what David Kay 
has actually said about 
I raq'sweaponsof massde- 
struction. 

First, and most trum¬ 
peted, he did not find 
"large stockpiles of newly 
produced weaponsofmass 
destruction." He did find, 
as he reported last Octo¬ 
ber, WM D-related activi¬ 
ties, from a veryactive ille¬ 
gal missile program to re¬ 
search and development 
("right up until the end") 


onweaponizingthedeadly 
poison ricin (the stuff 
found by London police 
on terrorists last year). He 
discovered "hundreds of 
cases" of U.N.-prohibited 
and illegally concealed ac¬ 
tivities. 

Significant findings, but 
still afar cryfrom whatthe 
administration had 
claimed last March. Kay 
has now offered the most 
novel and convincing ex¬ 
planation for why U .S. in¬ 
telligence— and, for that 
matter, U.N. inspectors 
and the intelligence agen¬ 


cies of every country that 
mattered — had misjudged 
what Iraq possessed. 

It was a combination of 
Iraqibluff, deceit, and cor¬ 
ruption far more bizarre 
than heretofore suspected. 
K ay d iscovered that an i n- 
creasingly erratic Saddam 
had taken over personal 
direction of WM D pro¬ 
grams. But because there 
was no real oversight, the 
scientists would go to 
Saddam for money, exag¬ 
gerate or invent their ac¬ 
tivities, then pocket the 
funds. 

Scientists were bluffing 
Saddam. Saddam was 
bl uffingthe world. Thelra- 
qis were all bluffing each 
other. Special Republican 
Guard commanders had 
no WM Ds, but they told 
investigators that they 
were sure thatother guard 
unitsdid. It was this inter¬ 
nal disinformation thatthe 
whole outside world 
missed. 

Congress needs to find 
out why, with all our re¬ 
sources, we had not a clue 
thatthiswasgoing on. But 
K ay makes clear that Bush 
was relying on what the 
i ntel I i gen ce agenci es were 



ByC harles Krauthammer 

telling him. Kay contra¬ 
dicts the reckless Demo¬ 
cratic charges that Bush 
cooked the books. "A 11 the 
analysts I have talked to 
said they never felt pres¬ 
sured onWM D,"saysKay. 
"Everyone believed that 
(Iraq) had WMD." 
Including theClinton ad¬ 
ministration. KaytoldThe 
Washington Post that he 
had found evidence that 
Saddam had quietly de¬ 
stroyed some biological 
and chemical weapons in 
themid-1990s— butnever 
reported it to the U.N. 
Which waswhyClinton in 
1998 declared with great 
alarm and great confi¬ 
dence that Iraq had huge 
stockpilesof biological and 
chemical arms — "and 
some day, some way, I 
guaranteeyou,he’llusethe 
arsenal." 

The intelligence failure 


isquite spectacular, but its 
history is quite prosaic. 
W hen the U .N. inspectors 
left in 1998, they assumed 
that the h u ge stockpi I es of 
unaccounted-for weapons 
still existed. Whatotheras¬ 
sumption could they 
make? That Saddam had 
destroyed them and not 
even reported that to the 
veryagencythatcould have 
then vindicated him and 
gotten sanctions lifted? 

Secretary of State Colin 
Powell correctlymakesthe 
case that this very fact — 
the concealment of both 
the weaponsand thei r pos- 
sibledestruction— clearly 
justifies the legality of the 
I raq W ar, si nee the terms 
of the 1991 cease-fire 
placed the positive obliga¬ 
tion on Iraq to demon¬ 
strate its own disarma¬ 
ment. A nd that it clearly 
andrepeatedlyfailed todo. 

But beyond the legal 
question is the security 
question. People forget 
that when the Bush admin¬ 
istration came into office, 
Iraq was a very unstable 
situation. Thousands of 
Iraqis were dying as a re- 
sultof sanctions. Contain¬ 
ment necessitated the gar- 
risoning of Saudi Arabia 
with thousandsof "infidel" 
American troops— in the 
eyes of many M uslims, a 
desecration (cited by 


Osama bin Laden as his 
No. 1 reason for his 1996 
Declaration of War on 
America). The no-flyzones 
wereslow-motionwar,and 
theembargowascostlyand 
dangerous — the sailors 
who died on the U SS Cole 
were on embargo duty. 

U ntil Bush got serious, 
threatened war and 
massed troops in Kuwait, 
the U .N. was headed to¬ 
ward loosening and ulti¬ 
mately lifting sanctions, 
which would have given 
Saddam carte blanche to 
regroup and rebuild his 
WM Ds. 

Bush reversed that slide 
withhisthreattogotowar. 
B ut that ki nd of aggressive 
posture is impossible to 
maintain indefinitely. A re¬ 
gime of inspections, em¬ 
bargo, sanctions, no-fly 
zones and thousands of 
combat troops in Kuwait 
was an unstable equilib¬ 
rium. The U .S. could have 
either retreated and al¬ 
lowed Saddam free rein — 
or gone to war and re¬ 
moved him. Those were 
the only two ways to go. 

U nderthecircumstances, 
and given what every intel¬ 
ligence agency on the 
planet agreed was going 
on in Iraq, the president 
made the right choice, in¬ 
deed the only choice. 







THE DAILY HERALD, Tuesday February 3, 2004 


Opinion 


To the parents and friends 
of the girls on the Internet 


I am a parent. I have two 
teenage daughters. Like 
the rest of St. M aarten I 
was shocked and ap¬ 
palled by the e-mail that 
is now circulating the is¬ 
land. An e-mail that 
graphicallydepictsyoung 
ladies in pornographic 
poses. 

When I say young la¬ 
dies I mean below the 
age of 16. This e-mail is 
spread all overtheisland 
and it has caused ripple 
effectsinthiscommunity. 
I have a simple message 
to the parentsand friends 
ofthegirlsin the e-mail, 
presschargesagainstthe 
person who took the pic¬ 
tures and released them 
for the world to see. 

Somebody has to be 
made an example so sick 


nonsense like this can 
stop. The most disap¬ 
pointing part is the fact 
that the pictures were 
taken by a son of the soil, 
who nobody would ex¬ 
pect. Someone the news- 
paperslauded forhisaca- 
demic achievements, the 
first from St. M aarten to 
do this and that, and 
someonewhohasalotof 
musical talent. I realize 
that is broad, but I will 
not name names. 

Y oung ladies should 
have some sense of self 
respect yes, but whoever 
istaki ng these pictures, a 
grown man, should be 
punished,fined,exposed 
publicly, something like 
that. M any parents still 
trust their children 
around him with the one 


activity he does. 

Parents, this will teach 
you a lesson to always 
know where your chil¬ 
dren are and with who 
they keep company. Asa 
parent myself I was so 
upset when I saw those 
pictures and it was my 
teenager daughters who 
showed methem on their 
computer. So I urge all 
of you or any of you who 
know the facts, to report 
this man and end his 
reign of terror over our 
children. Rumor has it 
thiswasnotthefirsttime. 

Well, it should be the 
last time. Do the right 
thing. 

A concerned parent 


Mongoose Menace 


Years ago I realized the 
menace that the mongoose 
posed to the natural habitat 
of St. M aarten. This rodent 
might be shy when it comes 
to people, but it isthe dead- 
liest animal among the 
island's wildlife. I could not 
agree more with my friend 
Andy Caballero that mon¬ 
gooses are pests and should 
definitely be eradicated. 

M yfirst real close encoun¬ 
ter with a mongoose was 
around J anuary 1994. M y 
stepdaughter and myself 
were on a hill overlooking 
Genevieve Bay when she 
told me that she had seen a 
cat crawl through the car 
window. U pon closer inves¬ 
tigation! was stunned to find 
a mongoose in the car eating 
my fried chicken. With 16 
razor sharp teeth, their two 
frontcaninescancutthrough 
bone.Asaboyl alwayswon- 
dered whythe local fol kshad 
such a deep hatred for the 
mongoose. 

T hey used some of the cru- 
elest methods against this 
animal. I can vaguely re- 


It has been approximately 
four weeks since you spoke 
aboutyour intention to sup- 
porttheLouisa-Godett gov¬ 
ernment. 

During your last radio in¬ 
terview, you said that M r. 
Komproe would be the 
spokesperson for the nego¬ 
tiation talks. Si ncethen your 
constituents have not heard 
a word from you. Let me 
remind you that your con- 
stituentson St. M aarten did 
not vote for K omproe, they 
voted for you. T hanksto the 
Papiamentu newsonG BBC 
some of uswereableto pick 
up on what was happening. 
One thing for sure J opi 
Abraham of Bonaire kept 
his people informed. 

M r.Komproeinformedthe 
governor general that he has 
a government in place and 
he is giving the NA until 
M onday to sign up. It is 
rumoured thattheNA wants 
GEBE from DP-St. 
Eustatius and that is your 
reason for not signing. 

It is also rumoured that 
your board has instructed 
you to go ahead and sign up, 
because you can still appoint 
three persons to serve on 
GEBE board. 

If this is really the case, 


member but, about 40 years 
or more ago, a Sunday past¬ 
time by some people was 
putting a ram cat in a tank 
with a mongoose. Covered 
with chicken wire, those two 
cri tters fou gh t to th e d eath - 
liketwo pitbulls. But the cat 
usually won. 

A nother despicable way of 
dealing with this pest was to 
pour gasoline over the mon¬ 
goose while itwasinthetrap, 
light a fire in front of the 
little wooden box and re¬ 
lease the door. The mon¬ 
goose bursts into flames asit 
rushed through the fire. 

M any wooden homes were 
burnt to the ground as the 
blazing animal headed for 
the closest cellar, so this 
maniacal pyromaniawasdis- 
continued.Ramminga piece 
ofsteelintheanimal through 
a chi cken wi re cage seems to 
be the execution of choice 
lately. Being such a sucker 
for an egg the mongoose is 
easily poisoned by making a 
nail-sized hole in the egg 
shell and lacing it with rat 
poison. This is the easiest 


then you were not sincere 
when you mentioned that 
joiningthegovernmentisnot 
about positions, it's about 
St. M aarten. Why the sud¬ 
den change? The last two 
elections I supported the 
NA, because of what the 
party stood for. Now I am 
getting mixed feelings on 
how the party is operating 
by just ignoring the people 
who voted for them. 

I am not a fan of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party, but I respect 
the leader's position when 
shecalled R ussell and J anchi 
home in the interest of St. 
M aarten. It was not in the 
interest of their salaries. 
That is what I called "coun¬ 
try above self." 

My advice to you is: Get a 
copy of attorney Richard 
G ibson'sspeech, read it, and 
get off the sinking ship be¬ 
fore it goes down with you. 
Now that H olland is listen¬ 
ing, the two biggest parties 
in the Island Council, namely 
the Democratic Party and 
the National AI lianceshould 
travel to H olland to fight for 
St. M aarten's interest. 

We need you on St. 
M aarten notin Willemstad. 


way to do in this menace. 
However, not only mon¬ 
goose eats eggs. A n egg I aced 
withSouricidemightnotkill 
your pet dog, but it will cer¬ 
tainly make them very sick. 

But one can hardly feel 
sorry for the mongoose. 
With young ones, the fe¬ 
males can be just as ill-tem¬ 
pered and foul-smelling asa 
wolverine- to which species 
they are related. This also 
includes the weasel, another 
flesh eating mammal that 
will also hold its ground 
against all comers. 

But how did this strange 
creature end up in St. 
M aarten? This species is 
most common to Africa and 
India. Halfway around the 
world. There are none on 
Anguilla, our closest 
neighbouring island. The 
answer to this question was 
disclosed to me by the now 
deceased old timer, Long 
George. M ore than a hun¬ 
dred years ago St. M aarten 
wasinfested with snakesand 
rats of which the mongoose 
isa natural predator. So the 
animal wasintroduced bythe 
early settlers. The reptiles 
were eradicated but the rats 
are still here. 

But by solving one prob¬ 
lem, the settlers created an¬ 
other: The mongoose is a 
poultry meat fanatic, and 
they can smell a freshly laid 
egg from a mile. I havestood 
byhelplessand in dismay as 
mongoose devoured dozens 
of bro i I er hens, d u cks, geese, 
turkeyand guinea bird.They 
even kill young goats and 
sheep. I haveseen mongoose 
in nests in trees eating the 
eggs and the young of bi rds. 
The mongoose usually gets 
to your trapped mountain 
doves before you do. Y ou 
will find nothing more than 
the doves' two little red legs 
and a pile of feathers. 

But I have learnt that hav¬ 
ing a couple of good dogs 
will usually keep the mon¬ 
goose at bay. A sto why there 
seemsto be more mongoose 
in the Pointe Blanche and 
Genevieve Bay area, the 
story goes that the colony of 
mongoose that were intro¬ 
duced to the island were re¬ 
leased in the area of Signal 
H ill in PointeBlanche. I have 
trapped or killed up to seven 
mongoose in one day in the 
Genevieve Bay area. I still 
have several skulls. If Mr. 
Newton would like to have 
them for hisB iology studies, 
Andy has my number and 
can feel free to call me. 


Wake up William 
before it is too late 


Manuel J oe 


Joseph Rudy Brooks 
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People 



Channel 15 (local) 
St. Maarten Cable TV 


Local time Programme 

Tuesday, February 3 

8:00am ReplayAVS News 

8:30am ReplayGIS Bulletin 

6:00pm GIS Productions 

6:30pm Curapao Week in Review 
7:00pm In Depth 

7:30pm A VS News 

8:00pm The Peacock Dance 

8:30pm Oral GibbesLive 

9:30pm Westwood Park 

10:00pm St. M aarten Lottery 

10:05pm C urapao W eek i n R eview 

10:35pm AVSNews 

BVN (Dutch/Flemish) TV 
Channel 46 St. Maarten Cable TV 


Local times 
Tuesday, February 3 

11:00am 

11:05am 

11:10am 

11:25am 

11:40am 

11:50am 

12:05pm 

12:35pm 

1:00pm + 7:00pm 
1:20pm + 7:20pm 
2:05pm + 8:05pm 
2:40pm + 8:40pm 
2:45pm + 8:45pm 
3:05pm + 9:05pm 
3:30pm + 9:30pm 
3:50pm + 9:50pm 
3:55pm + 9:55pm 
4:20pm + 10:20pm 
4:45pm + 10:45pm 
5:25pm + 10:25pm 
5:35pm + 11:35pm 
6:15pm + 12:15am 


Programme 

NOSJournaal 

Tiktak 

Sesamstraat 

Proefdier 

Bijbaantje 

Hetklokhuis 

Hans Kazan en magic unlimited 
Lingo 

NOSJournaal 
T wee vandaag 
VRT J ournaal 
M uziek clip 
M an bijt hond 
B & W 

N OS J ournaal 
Weerbericht 
M et het mes op tafel 
Taxi 

Hetgelukvan Nederland 
Film: Kort 

N ova/D en H aag vandaag 
NOS Sportjournaal 


Rappers the new athletes for sneaker companies 


NEW YORK-Rapper 
N elly, one of the performers 
onSunday'sSuperBowl half¬ 
time show, isn't on Nike 
Inc.'s payroll. But some 
might say he should be after 
"Air Force Ones," his2002 
hit song named after N ike's 
top retro-style basketball 
shoes, sparked a frenzy of 
demand for them. 

A thletic shoemakers have 
long rel ied on cream-of-the- 
crop sports figures like 
Michael Jordan, Tiger 
W oodsand D avid B eckham 
to pitch their products and 
help differentiate them in 
their $16billion industry. But 
as Nelly's unsolicited en¬ 
dorsement demonstrated, 
topjocksaren'ttheonlyones 
who can sell sneakers. 

ReebokInternational Inc., 
the No. 2 U .S. sports shoe¬ 
maker behind Nike, has 
hired several rappers as its 
pitchmen. I n 2003, privately 
held Lugz worked with hip- 
hop DJ Funkmaster Flexto 
launch his fashion-oriented 
signatureshoes. A nd rapper 
M aster P once endorsed 
sneakers for Converse, now 
a subsidiary of Nike. 

It's hardly a risk-free strat¬ 
egy, given that the music is 
often associated with drugs, 
violence and exploitation of 
women. Still, experts agree 



that rap, a music genre sec¬ 
ond only to rock in the 
U nited States, is the way to 
reach youth, especi al ly i n the 
inner cities. 

"(Y oung people) are such 
a unique and different mar¬ 
ket that you have to speak 
directlyto them," said Que 
Gaskins, vice president of 
global marketing for 
Reebok's Rbk brand. The 
Canton, Massachusetts, 
company is teaming with 
well-known hip-hop music 
producer Pharrell to launch 
his signature footwear this 
summer. 

Last year, Reebok also 
signed up rising rapper 50 


Cent and J ay-Z, a hip-hop 
mogul whose Rocawear 
clothing line is popular 
among inner-city youths, to 
endorse their respective 
sneaker I i nes. T he company 
said bothj ay-Z 's"S. C arter" 
and 50 Cent's "G6" shoes 
have fared wel I i n stores. The 
two entertai ners often wear 
and rap about the sneakers 
in their music videos, con¬ 
certs and television perfor¬ 
mances. 

"This gives exposure to a 
manufacturer's products," 
sai d D avi d Synowka, a spo rts 
marked ng professor at R ob- 
ertM orrisLI niversityincen¬ 
tral Pennsylvania. "It's bet¬ 
ter than commercials." 

Urban Youth Market 

Synowkasaidconsumersof- 
ten buy sneakers for other 
reasons besides their effec- 
tivenesson the playingfield. 
"A lot of people buy these 
products as a fashion state¬ 
ment," he said. 

Reebok saw the opportu¬ 
nity of tapping into the ur¬ 
ban youth market in 2001, 
when it signed a lifetime 
sponsorship contract with 
Philadelphia 76ers guard 



Actress Holly Hunter(L), Academy Awardnominee forbest 
supporting actress for her work in "Thirteen", poses with 
Alicia Silverstone before they receive the Cosmopolitan 
magazine's Fun Fearless Female of the Year Award for 
2004, in New York on Monday. 


Allan Iverson, whom many 
also view as a hip-hop icon. 

R elationshipswith rappers 
connect Reebok with new 
urban consumers, said 
Michael Atmore, editorial 
director of Footwear News, 
a weekly trade magazi ne. "It 
gives the brand an instant 
hip status," he said. 

N ike, whose endorsement 
contracts totaled $200 mil¬ 
lion this year, has supplied 
hip-hop stars like Eminem 
and Nelly with its products, 
butneverformallysponsored 
them. The Air Force Ones 
sneakershavesold more than 
8 million pairs since they 
were first designed in 1982. 

"There is a definite cross¬ 
over i n ter ms of teen age co n- 
sumer interest and these hip- 
hop artists," said W ellsF argo 
Securities analyst J ohn 
Shanley. "It's an important 
part of the whole fashion 
wave." 

Shanley said the endorse¬ 
ments would help drive up 
R eebok'ssales, although the 
lift may be small. The name 
of the artist alone won't sell, 
he noted, since the shoes' 
price, look and color are 
equally important. 

Gangsta Rappers 

Even though hip-hop has 
helped shapeA merican cul¬ 
ture for more than two de- 
cad es, so me co n ten d th at th e 
endorsements may under¬ 
mine the shoemakers' 
squeaky-dean athletic im¬ 
age. 

"The rappers have the 
hoodlum, gangster image," 
saidj ackT rout, presidentof 
Trout and Partners, a mar¬ 
keting strategy firm. "It's 
quite different than the ath¬ 
letes." 

Given the changeable na- 
tureof young people'smusi- 
cal tastes, Trout said using 
rappersinthefashion-driven 
footwear market could have 
volatile results. "Y ou're in 
today, and you'reouttomor- 
row," he said. 

Some rappers have a his¬ 
tory of legal problems. In 
2001,J ay-Z, whose real name 
is Shawn Carter, was sen¬ 
tenced to three yearsof pro¬ 
bation for stabbing a record 
producer at a M anhattan 
nightclub. 

Synowka, the sports mar¬ 
keting professor, said the 
shoemakers risk scaring 
away m o re co n servati ve cu s- 
tomers. "It probably won't 
go side by side with the 
athlete's image," he said. 

At the same time, he said, 
bad publicity about the en- 
dorserscansometimestrans- 
late into good sales for their 


sponsors. 
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Mel Brooks: - 1 


Thanks for the hit Adolf 


LONDON — Hollywood 
legend M el Brooks thanked 
A dolf H itler on M ondayfor 
inspiringhisgreatesthitand 
told Jews not to worry— 
"The Producers" is a joke. 

At the ripe old age of 77, 
B rooks is enjoying a renais- 
sancewith hisfirstfilmtrans- 
formedintoatheatrehitand 
nowbeingmadeintoamovie 
all over again. In the origi¬ 
nal 1968 movie, Brooks 
immortalised bad taste with 
the tale of two producers 
putting on the outrageous 
musical "Springtime for 
H itler", conceived as a de¬ 
liberate flop to allow them 
to takethe backers' cash and 
flee. 

Come the 21st century, 
B rooks is as defiant as ever. 
"Whomsoever wants to be 
served by my wit and my bad 
taste, please be my guest. If 
you don't like being in the 
Bible belt, then buckle it," 
he told Reuters Television. 

Political correctness never 
stopped Brooks before and 
he is not going to start rein¬ 
ing himself in now. In Brit¬ 
ain to publicise the show's 
London launch, he had a 
word of advice for hisfellow 
Jews. 

"May I warn some old 
J ews," he said of the outra¬ 
geous show. "I t is make be¬ 


lieve. Hitler is not really on 
the stage. We are making 
fun of H itler." 

And then he offered 
tongue-in-cheek thanks to 
hisinspi ration. "I n thisshow 
wehavealotof laughsatthe 
expense of M r H itler and I 
am very grateful to him and 


hisfamilyfor allowing meto 
knock the shit out of them 
and makeacoupleof bucks," 
he said. 

Success second time 
around is that much sweeter 
for Brooks who said: "it's 
like Groundhog Day." 

"I feel like a punch drunk 


prizefighter. When I went 
up to thering, myfirst movie 
was The Producers and it 
was a knockout. I was a 
champ. I won an Academy 
award," he recalled. "I went 
ontodoBlazingSaddlesand 
Young Frankenstein. I did 
very good movies but I was 
last year's news. Nobody 
cared." 

Then came the stage ver¬ 
sion of "The Producers" 
which won a record 12Tony 
Awards and is still running 
on Broadway after three 
years. T hree companies are 
also playing across North 
A mericaand H ollywoodstar 
Richard Dreyfuss is to join 
up with British comedian 
Lee Evans for the London 
production in November. 

And Brooksisgoingto the 
well a third time with an¬ 
other film version of The 
Producers. Shaking hishead 
in wonderment, thediminu- 
tive director said: "Here I 
am practically 100 years old 
and I have got this enor¬ 
mous hit." 

So does retirement 
beckon? No way. "Do I lift, 
do I drive, am I bagginggro- 
ceries at a very busy super¬ 
market? No. I sitwith a little 
pencil and if I have an idea, 
I writeitdown.lt'slightwork. 
I can do that forever." 



Hollywood legend Mel Brooks poses for pictures with 
showgirls at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, for the launch 
of his musical "The Producers", which will star U.S. actor 
Richard Dreyfuss and British comedian Lee Evans. 


Kobe Bryant too sick to 
attend court hearing 


EAGLE, Colorado—Los 
AngelesLakerKobeBryant, 
charged with raping a 19- 
year-old hotel employee, 
failed to appear for a pre¬ 
trial hearing in a Colorado 
courtroom on M onday be¬ 
cause he was si ck, co u rt off i- 
cialssaid. 

"M r. Bryant is ill," district 
court spokeswoman Karen 
Salaz told reporters outside 
the courthouse. There wasa 
chance he would show up 
later in the day, she said. 
"H e's in the area," she 
added. 

No details were available 
on what ailed the 25-year- 
old star athlete. Eagle 
CountyD istrictCourtJ udge 
Terry Ruckriegle excused 
Bryant, Salaz said. 

But his pre-trial hearing 
went ahead anyway, taking 
testimony behind closed 
doors on whether Bryant's 
accuser's medical and psy¬ 
chological recordsshould be 
presented at Bryant's trial. 
No trial date has been set 
and Bryant has not yet en¬ 
tered a formal plea. 


The defense, which wants 
to castdoubton the woman's 
cred i bi I i ty, has sai d sh e tri ed 
to commit suicide twice to 
attract attention from an ex¬ 
boyfriend and her accusa¬ 
tions against Bryant are just 
a repeat of that pattern. 

A11 east fo u r wi tnesses su b- 
poenaed by the defense tes¬ 
tified behind closed-doors 
on M onday, including her 
close friend Lindsey 
M cKinney. The defense has 
argued that the accuser's 
right to keep her medical 
records confidential no 
longer applies because she 
spoke to friends about her 
medical problems. 

A nother person who testi¬ 
fied i n th e cl osed sessi on was 
a dormitory assistant at the 
U niversity of N orthern 
Colorado, wheretheaccuser 
had gone to school. A year 
ago and several months be¬ 
fore thej une30Bryantinci- 
dent,campuspolicetookthe 
young woman to a hospital 
because they considered her 
a danger to herself. 

Bryant's attorneys, Hal 



Lindsey McKinney (L), witness for the Kobe Bryant de¬ 
fense, enters court alongside a Bryant defense team 
member at the Eagle, Colorado J ustice Center to testify 
during the motion hearings on M onday. M cKinney lived in 
the alleged victim's parent's home in Eagle, Colorado. 


Haddon and Pamela 
M ackey,alsowantthejudge 
to throw out statements the 
basketball star made to po¬ 
lice a day after his accuser 
said she was raped. The 
judge ruled onThursdaythat 
testimony about the state¬ 
ments will be heard in a 
cl osed-door sessi on because 
any reporti ng on them i n the 
high-profile case could jeop¬ 


ardize B ryant’srightto afair 
trial. 

However, the judge will 
keep open a portion of the 
hearing that examines 
whether police acted legally 
when obtaining statements 
from Bryant because that 
issue "is rightfully a matter 
of public and media con¬ 
cern," the judge wrote. 



People 


US watchdog investigates 
Jackson breast incident 


WASHINGTON-The U.S. 
media watchdog on M onday 
promised to investigate 
whether indecency rules were 
broken during the broadcast 
of the Super Bowl halftime 
show when pop diva Janet 
J ackson's bodice was ripped 
to expose her right breast. 

During the break in the Na¬ 
tional Football League's 
championship game, singer 
J ustinTimberlakereached for 
J ackson as they sang a duet 
and tore off part of her black 
leather bustier, prompting 
widespread outrage. 

U.S. Federal Communica¬ 
tions Commission Chairman 
M ichael Powell promised a 
"thorough and swift" investi¬ 
gation of the stunt aired dur¬ 
ing one of the most popular 
American television broad¬ 
casts, which also attracts a 
major worldwide audience. 

The game garnered the best 
ratings in six years and the 
incident provoked wall-to- 
wall coverage on cable news 
networks. President George 
W. Bush was asked to com¬ 
ment but said he fell asleep 
before the halftime show. 

"That celebration was 
tainted by a classless, crass 
and deplorablestunt," Powell 
said in a statement that was 
echoed byothersonthepanel. 
"Our nation's children, par¬ 
ents and citizens deserve bet¬ 
ter." 

Television networks are al¬ 
ready on the defensive, with 
the FCC taking a more ag¬ 
gressive stand against inde¬ 
cency and Congress threaten¬ 
ing to sharply raise fines for 
incidents. V iacom I nc.'sCBS, 
which aired theshow, has been 
under fire for refusing to air 
political advertisements dur¬ 
ing the game and for shunting 
a controversial movie about 


former president Ronald 
R eagan to cable from the net¬ 
work. 

CBS and Viacom's other 
unit, MTV, which produced 
the American football half¬ 
time bonanza, apologized for 
what they described as an 
unscripted moment. While 
Timberlake said it was a 
"wardrobe malfunction", 
J ackson capitalized on the at¬ 
tention. 

V irgin R ecords, said that her 
new single, "Just a Little 
While," was being delivered 
to U .S. radio outletson M on¬ 
day, ahead of schedule. The 
track from her upcoming al¬ 
bum "Damita J o," was re¬ 
leased early due to a 
"firestorm of interest" fueled 
by unauthorized Internet 
downloadsofthesong.V irgin 
said. 

"Weattended all rehearsals 
throughout the week and 
there was no indication that 
anysuchthingwould happen," 
CBS said. "The moment did 
not conform to CBS broad¬ 
cast standards and we would 
like to apologize to anyone 
who was offended." 

A spokesman for CBS had 
no immediate comment on 
the probe and a Viacom 
spokesman was not immedi¬ 
ately available for comment. 
The NFL said it would not 
likely allow M TV to produce 
another halftime show. 

Some questioned whether it 
was unplanned since MTV's 
Web site promised ahead of 
theshow "shocking moments" 
and Timberlake sang the line 
"I'll get you naked by the end 
of this song," moments be¬ 
fore the incident. 

"I don't really see what the 
bigdeal isall about.It'sjusta 
boob," said J udy R eeves, 24, 
who is in public relations. 
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By Linda C. Black 

Today's Birthday (Feb. 3). You can learn from your 
experience thisyear, butdon’t be stifled byit.Y ou might 
do quite well at something you’ve failed at before. 
Separate your fears from your fantasies. E mpower the 
thoughts that ensure your successwhile remainingprag- 
matic. 

T o get the advantage, check the day’s rati ng: 10 is the 
easiest day, 0 the most challenging. 

Aries (M arch 21-A pril 19) - Today is a 5 - Y ou have 
I i ghtn i ng-f ast ref I exes, and they’ 11 be even faster if yo u 've 
been practicing. H opefullyyou're prepared to deal with 
last-minute changes. Y ou’ll find out soon enough. 

Taurus(April 20-M ay 20) - Today is an 8- You’ll have 
a compulsion to study during the next few days, so 
minimize distractions. Y ou’re liable to discover some¬ 
thing that seems to contradict an old belief. Don’t 
worry. The truth includes it all. 

Gemini (M ay 21-J une 21) - T oday is a 6- Y ou maybe 
anxiousto get ahead, but don’t put pressure on others. 
The lesson for you to learn now is how to be passively 
effective. M aster this skill and then profit from it. 

Cancer(J une22-J uly22)-Todayisa7-Evenifyoufeel 
lucky and savvy, don’t throw caution to the wind. Y ou'll 
need to justify yourself when you present plans for a 
critic’s review. 



Leo (J uly 23-A ug. 22) - Today is a 6 - D on’t knock 
yourself out doing something that doesn’t have to be 
done. R econfirm everyorder, appointment and assign¬ 
ment. The request may have been modified. 

Virgo (A ug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is an 8 - Y ou’re great 
at keeping track of what should be done next, and how. 
The others may crumble under the stress unless you 
help them stay on track. They need you. 

Libra (Sept. 23-0 ct. 22) - Today is a 7- Conditions are 
rather unstable now, asyou may have noticed. Stay out 
of an argu ment if you can. T reat everyone with respect. 

Scorpio(0 ct. 23-N ov. 21) - Today is an 8 - G oing out is 
an option, but a quiet evening at home with the people, 
or person, you care most about could be more fun, and 
it could also save you some cash. Y ou could put it 
toward your next cruise. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 5 - Y ou’re 
right: There isn’t enough money for everything you'd 
like to buy. This is not the end of the world, however. 
Y ou’re due for a happy surprise. 

Capricorn(Dec.22-J an. 19) - Todayisa7-Gooverthe 
instructionsone more time in order to minimize misun¬ 
derstandings. There may be a disagreement you can’t 
do much about, but at least know everything you can. 

Aquarius (J an. 20-Feb. 18) -Today isa 7 - D iscipline is 
the key to your success, so don’t whine if a stickler 
makes you follow the rules to the nth degree. Instead, 
thank this person. H e or she will help you become the 
best you can possibly be. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 7-You know 
which side your bread is buttered on. Y ou also know 
who loves you. But don’tignoreacriticwho mighthelp 
you grow stronger. 
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Time: 11:00am to 3:00pm 

Price: Carwash or BBQ, U S $6; both, $10. 

Tickets available from students and on the day at the school. 


ueeme 


SEND LETTERS TO P.O. BOX 828 


Dear Queenie, 

I had a baby for my boyfriend a couple of months ago. H e 
seemed okayaboutthebabywhilel waspregnant,butsince 
she was born he acts like he hates her. 

H e never tal ks to her except when she cri es and he yel I s at 
her to shut up. E ven when she doesn't cry, he doesn't want 
to hold her and he talks about her as if she was some kind 
of ani mal. H e never cal Is her by her name, j ust refers to her 
as "that brat" and "the baby." 

Q ueenie, what's wrong with him?— New mother 

Dear New mother, 

Y ou don't say how old you and your boyfriend are, but I 
get the i mpressi on that you are both veryyou ng and that he, 
at least, is VERY immature. 

A pparently your boyfriend is not ready for fatherhood. 
H e may very wel I be j eal o us of the baby an d feel th reatened 
by all the time and attention you spend on her. 

II i s poi ntl ess to yel I at a baby and to tel I her to shut up, of 
course, and for him to do so is abusive. 11 isquite possible 
that this behaviour could escalate into physical abuse of 
both you and thechild, but even if it doesn't, your daughter 
should not be subjected to verbal abuse either. 

Try to talk this over with your boyfriend. If he is not 
receptive, or if you are afraid to do so, it is time for you to 
start thinking about ending your relationship with him, for 
the child's sake if not your own. 

I f necessary, go to the W omen's D esk for hel p, or cal I the 
Safe Haven hotline333. 


Only notices of fundraising events, non-profit or educational 
organisations will be placed in the Events/Notices column. No¬ 
tices must reach The Daily H erald by 4:00pm to be published in 
the next edition. 


Tuesday, February 3 


organised byCarib Swim Team Association. 

Place: Tropicana Casino parking lot 
Time: 7:00am to 12:30pm 

For more information or to donate items in good condition, call 
522-9575, 522-4045 or 559-0900. 

Saturday, February 7 

VALENTINE DAY BINGO 

organised by St. Dominic H igh School. Proceeds will go towards 
the purchase of 25 new computers. 

Place: Sundial School 
Time: 8:00pm sharp 
Price: NAf. 18or US $10 

Tickets available at St. Dominic High School and from the staff 
and students. 

Saturday, February 7 

TEENS OF COMEDY 

organised by Andrew Dick. Proceeds to Andrew Dick Show. 
Special guest: Fernando Clark. 

Place: Philipsburg Cultural and Community Center 
Time: 8:00-10:00pm 

Price: U S $5 in advance, $10 at the door. 

Tickets available at Photo G umbs and V an D orp. 

Saturday, February 7 

PRE-ARUBA 50TH CARNIVAL DANCE 
organised byChuchubi Foundation. DJ R uby.A ruba50thCarni- 
val T-shirts will be on sale. Everyone travelling to Aruba must 
have this St. M aarten-Aruba Carnival T-shirt. 

Place: Senior Citizens Recreational Center 
Time: 9:00pm to 3:00am 
Price: NAf. 10 or US $5 

Saturday, February 7 
and Sunday, February 8 

CLASSICAL BALLET: 

LA FILLE MAL GARDEE 

presented by the classical ballet students of Motiance Dance 
School. 

Place: M aho Casino Royale Theater 

Time: Saturday, 8:00pm; Sunday, 6:00pm 

Price: A dults U S $15, children under 12 years $10. 

Ticketsavailablefromthedancers and atVan Dorp,TheGiftbox 

atLeGrandM archeShoppingCenter.CD M ania, and Brasserie 

in M arigot. 

Wednesday, February 11 

WEALTH BUILDING SEMINAR 
Place: PhilipsburgJ ubilee Library 
Time: 7:30pm 
Price: Free 


on T hursday, F ebruary 5,5:30pm. A ctivitiesfor the year 2004 will 
be discussed. Please make an extra effort to attend. 

The St. M aarten Red Cross informs the general public that the 
Basic First Aid Course will start on M onday, February 16,7:00- 
9:00pm. Interested persons are asked to call tel. 551-4357, fax 
545-2333, ore-mail redcross@ si ntmaarten .net for more i nforma- 
tion. 

ACT Test 

The A CT test isscheduled to begiven atThe I nternational School 
of St. M aarten on Oyster Pond Road, Saturday, February 7. To 
register, call 543-7965. 

SCDF Announcement 

St. M aarten Carnival D evelopment Foundation informsall booth 
holders that registration will close on M onday, F ebruary 16.0 Id 
booth holders are advised to register by this date or they will lose 
their booths for Carnival 2004. Potential new booth holders 
should also register by February 16 to be considered for a booth. 
Register with M ichael Granger or Fabiana A rnell at 522-5133 or 
523-4131. 

Safe H a ven Needs Volunteers 

Safe Haven Foundation is looking for volunteers. If you are 
reliable and committed to helping your community, call the Safe 
H aven office at 177 and join the next training session. 

Sewing Classes 

St. M aarten C rafters Cottage I ndustry Foundation started sewing 
classes on M onday, February 2. Learn to make dresses, skirts, 
tops, pants, underwear, etc. Freehand cutting. To register, call 
556-9667. 

SIMVA Meeting 

St. Maarten Volleyball Association invites all members to a 
general meeting and election of new board, at L .B. Scott Sports 
A uditorium, Tuesday, February 3,7:00pm. M embers are asked to 
make a special effort to attend and be on time, as this is a very 
important meeting. 

B-Class Basketball Meeting 

AII basketball teams that want to partici pate i n the B -CI ass of the 
St. M aarten Basketball Association are advised that they should 
send a representative to a meeting at L.B. Scott Sports Audito¬ 
rium, Wednesday, February 4, 6:00pm. 

CakeCrafters Meeting 

Cake Crafting F riends Foundation announces its monthly meet¬ 
ing at A uror's Shop, Cannegieter Street next to Plaza 21, F riday, 
February 7, 8:00pm. 


CINE CLUB ST. MAARTEN SHOWING 
"Y TU MAMA TAMBIEN" 
directed by Alfonso Cuaron 
Place: Axum Cafe. Front Street 
Time: 8:00pm. 

A s C inedub is a foundation, one must become a member for U S 
$10. Each movie costs $7 (as a 5-time card for $35). 

Tuesday, February 3 and 
Thursday, February 5 

BASKETBALL SEMIFINALS 

organised by St. M aarten Basketball Association. 

Place: L.B. Scott Sports Auditorium 

T uesdaytime: 7:00pm, M id R angers vs Pioneers; 9:00pm, R azor- 
backs vs T rotters. 

Thursday time: 7:00pm, Thunders vs Sunz. 

Wednesday, February 4 

WEALTH BUILDING SEMINAR 
Place: PhilipsburgJ ubilee Library 
Time: 7:30pm 
Price: Free 

Friday, February 6 

PRE-VALENTINE DAY 
DINNER AND SHOW 

organised by Sundial School to raise funds for the G raduation 
Fund. Many old favourite and new games. 

Place: Sundial School 
Time: 7:00-ll:00pm sharp 
Price: NAf. 25or US $15 

Saturday, February 7 

FUND-RAISING CAR WASH AND BBQ 
organised by Learning U nlimited Student Council. Part of pro- 
ceedswill be donated to theSt.M aarten Science Fair Foundation. 
Place: Learning U nlimited parking lot 


Saturday, February 14 

VALENTINE DAY LAGOON CRUISE 

organised by J unior Chamber St. M aarten "J aycees." M usic by 

DJ Ruby, exquisite menu. 

Place: Opposite Sunset Theatres 

Time: 7:00pm to 12:00 midnight 

Price: U S $25 per person, $45 per couple 

Tickets available at St. Peters Pharmacy, M ajestic, The D ruggist 

and from members of J aycees. 

Saturday, February 14 

FUND-RAISING 
VALENTINE DANCE 

organised by J oily J umpers Foundation. M usic by DJ Ruby. 

Place: Boo Boo J am 

Time: 8:00pm to 2:00am 

Price: NAf. 10, U S $5 or 5 euros. 

Tickets available from J oily J umpers members or at the gate. 

Sunday, February 15 

KANGAROO SWEETHEART SWIM MEET 
organised byCarib Swim Team Association, sponsored by Kan¬ 
garoo Court. Teams from St. M aarten and St. Barths. 

Place: Carib Swim Pool, Cole Bay 
Time: 9:00am 
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Lambada Carib team wins Electee Regatta 


Draws dominate boards in 
Presidente Darts League 


SIMPSON BAY-The 
Lambada Carib Beer team 
sailed away to win the sec¬ 
ond annual E lectec Lagoon 
Regatta this weekend. 

The team of Frits Bus, 
Korteknieand Garth Steyn 
bested 13otherteamstotake 
top honours in the two-day- 
long regatta. T h e teams co m- 
peted with seven identical 
Sunfast 20 keel boats. After 
every race the teams 
switched boats to ensure a 
level playing field. 

The teams sailed a qualify- 


PH I LI PSBU R G — The St. 
M aarten Little league is 
gearing up for the new base¬ 
ball season. 

Applications are now be¬ 
ing accepted for young 
ball pi ayers ages f i ve to 16 to 
register to play. Parents can 
bring their children to the 
LittleLeaguestadiumonthe 
Pondfillto register from3:00 
to 5:00pm M onday to Fri¬ 
day or on Saturdays from 
9:00 to 11:00am. 

The Little League 
programme is divided into 
several divisions based on 
age. The Pee Wees, who 
learn basic ball handling, 
throwing, hitting and base 
running, meet Saturday 
mornings from 9:00 to 
11:00am. The Pee W ees are 
ages five to eight. 

Little League is for chil¬ 
dren nine to 12. Last year 


ing match Saturday. Based 
ontheresults,thegroupwas 
divided into two fIeets. The 
Lambada Carib team took 
top honours in the Gold 
fleet. 

"There are two slow 
boats," said Bus. "The key 
to wi n n i n g the regatta i s to 
concentrate and do well in 
the slow boats." 

The Lambada CaribTeam 
demonstrated the point in 
the final race of the day. 
They started out in sixth 
placeand slowly worked the 


thedivisionfielded sixteams 
with nameslikeScotiabank, 
Simpson Bay Diesel. 

The Junior division is for 
ballplayers 13 to 14. Four 
teams competed inthej un- 
ior class last season. 

In the Senior division, ages 
15 to 16, teams like N agico, 
International Airport and 
Fast Shoe Repair partici¬ 
pated in the annual compe¬ 
tition. Once registered to 
play, the athletes are wel¬ 
come to attend practice ev- 
eryweekdayafternoon until 
the season starts. 

In other Little League 
news, the RBTT BankSec- 
ondarySchoolsCompetition 
continues Saturday at 
5:00pm. M ilton PetersWar- 
riors takes on the M ixed 
School teamforthechampi- 
onship. The best of three 
series is tied atone all. 


boat.Theysailed through the 
fleet and crossed the line in 
first place yet again. 

The Scuba Shop team 
placed second. Led bySimon 
M anley, the Scuba Shop 
team had the lead atthedose 
of racing Saturday. How¬ 
ever, fresh winds and the 
changeofboatsallowedBus 
and crew a few first places 
and the win. 

The team of Luc Knol and 
OI i vi er B ernaz was thi rd. A n 
early start in race three cost 
them dearly. They ended the 
heat in seventh. They had al¬ 
ready scored a first and a sec¬ 
ond beforetheymiscalculated 
the start and crossed early. 

In the Silver fleet the team 
ski ppered bylan M artinfin- 
ished first. Known as Team 
Quantum, the captain and 
crew had five first place 
crossings, one second and a 
third. 

Second place went to the 
Formula 1 sailing crew. 

Although the Electee Re- 
gatta ispri mari lyfor I ocal sail¬ 
ors, four teams from visiting 
yachts were all owed to enter. 

Third place went to the 
N ecol team. Led byA ndrew 
Rapley, the team had one 
first, one second and a third 
place finish. 

The keelboatsareavailable 
for rental at U nde H arry's 
Bar. Weekly races are also 
organized for sailors who 
would like to try match rac¬ 
ing. The use of identical 
boats in short heats allows 
sailors to compete on the 
water and not from the wal¬ 


let, where thesailorwith the 
biggest paycheck can often 
buy victory. 


ST. EUSTATIUS-Baseball 
and softball enthusiasts in 
Statia are in the process of 
expandingtheir Pony League 
on the island. 

M embers met with E astern 
Caribbean Zone Pony League 
director Gabriel Brown re¬ 
cently, to help set up the orga¬ 
nization and begin training 
childrenforinternational play. 

KockyTolontino and Nildo 
Wever took the first steps in 
joining theinternationally rec¬ 
ognized youth baseball and 
softball organization last year. 

Statia has already sent a fe¬ 
male team to participate in a 


PH I LI PSBU RG —The top 
threeteamsinthePresidente 
Darts League drew this 
week. 

The league leader Sugar¬ 
cane faced the defending 
champions Vermeer at 
home. The two teams split 
the 10-game series. Sugar¬ 
cane retains its first place 
advantage based on indi¬ 
vidual gameswon. Both Sug¬ 
arcane and Vermeer have 
15 match points. However, 
Sugarcane has won 62 
games. Vermeer has won 
only59 in the nine-week-old 
season. 

Each team consists of six 
players. The teams play six 
singles, three doubles and a 
team game. T en games are 
played in total. The team 
that wins the most games 
winsthematch.A match win 
isworth two points. A draw 
nets both teams one point. 

In the second draw of the 
week, Ric's Place took on 
the Time O ut team of Para¬ 
dise Plaza Casino. Ric's re¬ 
tains its third place stand¬ 
ing. However, Sandbar in 
fourth place has gained 
ground. R ic's has 13 match 
pointsand haswon53games. 


regional softball competition 
in Saba. 

N ow more adults have vol¬ 
unteered to hel p trai nthechil- 
dren and serve on the 
organization'sboard.A mong 
the volunteers are Gladis 
Robins, Amanda Schmidt, 
Wilfred J ames and Aisha 
Gibbs. 

" I went over to Stati a to hel p 
answer questions about the 
Pony League," said Brown. 
"I talked with the group and 
emphasized the importance 
of the programme in helping 
keep ch i I d ren off the streets." 
Brown said the group had 


Sandbar has 10 points with 
46 games won. 

Sandbar wasone of thefew 
winning teams this week. 
T hey faced B avari a and won 
the match 6-4. 

Chesterfields also won. 
Last season the team from 
G reat Bay M arina became 
thecompetition'ssub-cham- 
pions.Thisyearthesquad is 
struggling to maintain fifth 
place. This week, Chester¬ 
fields defeated the Dinghy 
Dockers 6-4. 

The Pegleg team got hob¬ 
bling this week too. They 
started the night of darting 
in eighth place. They faced 
the sixth place Cool H eure 
of St. Martin. Pegleg won 
the match 7-3. The win el¬ 
evates the Pegleg team to 
seventh place. 

Darts will continue Tues¬ 
day. Pegleg will travel to 
Sugarcane. Chesterfields 
will go to Simpson Bay to 
faceR ic's. Bavaria, with just 
one win and a draw, will take 
on V ermeer, while Sandbar 
facesT i me O ut. C ool H eu re 
will go to Oyster Pond to 
shoot it out with the Dock¬ 
ers. 


talked abouthowbaseball and 
softball could be used as ve¬ 
hicles to afford young players 
the opportunity to work hard 
and be rewarded with a trip 
abroad to play. 

The Statia organization has 
agreed to host the Eastern 
Caribbean Zone meeting 
which will be held M arch 6 to 
7. Already the Statia Pony 
League has expressed inter¬ 
est in sending a softball team 
to the zone's softball tourna- 
mentinAnguillaM arch26to 
28and perhapsfieldinga base¬ 
ball team in the Caribbean 
championships this summer. 


Little League registration 
and practice underway 



Left to right: Gladis Robins, Nildo Wever, Amanda Schmidt and Wilfred J ames are among 
the volunteers in St. Eustatius who are working to expand the Pony League baseball and 
softball programme on the island. The group met with Eastern Caribbean Zone Pony 
League director Gabriel Brown this past week to discuss how best to improve the local 
organization. 


Statia expands Pony League board, 
looks to compete internationally 
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Carib promises more cricket 
will be played in St. Maarten 


Wildthing departure delayed, 
still hopes to race Heinefcen 


Super Six defeats Nitro, 
up 2-1 in volleyball final 


PH ILIPSBU RG-Super 
Six female volleyball team 
was down eight points. The 
score was 14-6. 

They faced Nitro in game 
three of the best of five fi nal 
seri esfor the champi onshi p. 
The series was tied atone. 
Nitro had won the first set 
27-25 at L.B. Scott Sports 
Auditorium last night. Su- 
perSixbounced back to take 
set two 25-10. The third set 
went to N itro. They won 25- 
19. 

If N itro took the fourth set 
they would have the match. 

11 was Super Six's serve. Su¬ 
per Six scored nine unan¬ 
swered po i nts. T he score was 
now 15-14. The match had 
turned around. 

Partof N itro'sproblem was 
an empty bench cou pled with 


a twisted ankle. N umber 12 
Georgette Henderson was 
in pain. H er ankle was swol¬ 
len. She was nearly in tears. 
She played on. 

Nitro scored a point. The 
game was tied at 15. Super 
Six rallied for three more 
points. They jumped out to 
an 18-15 lead. 

N itro setters kept feeding 
the ball to the right side of 
the net. Henderson would 
go up and make the smash. 
Asshelanded she grimaced 
in pain. 

If she had to be sidelined, 
thegame would beforfeited. 

Nitro battled back. The 
score went 18-17. Super Six 
still had the lead. 

Now it was time for Super 
Sixto make their move. The 
older more experienced 


team went on to score seven 
u nan swered poi ntsto wi n 25- 
17. 

The match washed at two. 
SuperSixwentontowinthe 
tiebreaker. Super Six is just 
onewinawayfrom claiming 
the female volleyball cham¬ 
pionship. The two teamswi 11 
continue their battle on the 
court at the Sports A udito- 
r i u m W ed n esd ay. F i rst serve 
is scheduled for 7:30pm. 
The men took to the court 
in the late game. Go For It 
had a 2-0 lead going into 
game three of their best of 
five series. 

It took four sets last night, 
butGoForltwonthefourth 
set 25-23. They are the2003- 
04Volleyball Championsof 
St. M aarten. They defeated 
U nited. 


ture of the game in St. 
M aarten. 

"Carib has already prom¬ 
ised St. M aarten would host 
a first cl ass match nextyear," 
said RK. In addition to be¬ 
ing an avid cricketer, RK 
works for Netco N.V., the 
local distributor for Carib 
Beer. "We've already been 
told we will be able to keep 
hosting tournaments like 
this." 

Carib Beer is produced in 
Trinidad. St. M aarten is the 
company's second largest 
beer outlet, second only to 
Trinidad, according to RK. 

The local cricket associa¬ 
tion has been prepari ng C ar- 
ibe Lumber Ball park for the 
upcoming competition. N ot 
only has it redone the pitch, 
enlarged the player pavilion 
and constructed the com¬ 
mentators booth, the asso¬ 
ciation also had the practice 
pitches improved. 

M embersof bothteamsare 


PH ILIPSBU RG-Lex 
Ruijter on board Wildthing 
is preparing to leave Portu¬ 
gal for a solo crossing of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Ruijter 
hopestohavehis35-footKiwi 
racingsailboatinSt.M aarten 
in time for the H eineken 
Regatta that begi ns M arch 5. 

H e expects his racing yacht 
capable of achieving speeds 
in excess of 20 knots, with a 
retractablekeel and wing-like 
outriggersfor the crew to sit 
on, to do well against the 


more than 200 sailboats ex¬ 
pected to enter 24th edition 
oftheSt. M aarten H eineken 
Regatta. 

Thevessel islittlemorethan 
asuper-fastsurfboard.ltwas 
not designed to cross the At¬ 
lantic. 

Ruijter hopes to make the 
crossi ng i n as I i ttl e as 10 d ays. 
Hehopesto break the boat's 
speed record of 28 knots. H e 
hopes to hit 30. 

Thus far Ruijter's self-im¬ 
posed timetable has been a 


bitoff. H e had hoped to start 
sailing J anuary 15 and be in 
St. M aarten byj anuary 25. 

G etting the boat ready took 
longer than expected. R uijter 
needed a new set of sails. 
Wildthing normally carries a 
crew of 10 to counterbalance 
the wind's action on the sails. 
As Ruijter will be alone, he 
needed to design and build a 
water ballast system. He will 
pump water into canson either 
side of the boat to help keep 
Wildthing on an even keel. 

Builtin 1988 Wildthing was 
a prototype boat designed 
from the latest materials of 
thetime. Today it isstill one 
of the fastest boats on the 
water in its class. Kiwi was 
originally designed to fly a 
traditional spinnaker. The 
sailboat has been modified 
to carry an even larger asym- 


Caribtrans Rising Stars 
honour 2003 teammates 


metrical chute on a carbon 
pole that extends out from 
the bow to give the boat even 
more speed. 

T he boat was i n the N ether- 
lands. R uijter had planned to 
have the vessel trucked to 
Portugal. W hen the truck ar- 
rived, Ruijter found 
Wildthing did not fit. To 
make matters worse, the 
driver who was to help load 
the sailboat spoke Portu¬ 
guese. Ruijter did not. 

Eventually the language 
barrier was solved and 
W ildthing was disassembled 
a little more so it would fit. 
N ow boat and captai n are en 
route to Portugal. 

After a brief shakedown 
Ruijter hopes to point 
Wildthing toward St. 
M aarten and begin his odys¬ 
sey by week's end. 


PHILIPSBURG — The 
CaribtransR isingStarshave 
already begun the 2004 
cricket season, but this past 
week the team took time to 
reflect on last year. 

G racelyn M ayers scored 
the most runs for the team. 
She was good for 680. 

M ary J oseph, who also 
pitches softball fortheCoca- 
Cola Steelers, collected the 
most wi ckets whi I e bowl i ng. 
She had 33. 

O ni ka E dwards was named 
the most disciplined player 
of the year. 

The team honoured its top 
playersduringanawardsdin- 
ner at M ark's Place Satur¬ 


day night. "Our goals for 
2004," said team treasurer 
Dian Nisbett, "are to win 
more games. We plan to 
travel more this year and 
represent our Island 
abroad." 

The Rising Stars are spon¬ 
sored byCari transshipping 
Company. The female 
windball cricket club sports 
green jerseys with yellow 
pants. 

The team is relatively new. 
T hey are a breakaway sq uad 
from the Female Adult 
Cricket Team. 

The Stars team captain is 
Linette M cFarlane. 


PHILIPSBURG — Round 
fi veof theC ari b B eer C ri cket 
Series begins February 6. 
The Leewards will face the 
Windwardsat Caribe Lum¬ 
ber Ballpark. 

"This is a first class match," 
said Rajesh "RK" J urup of 
the St. M aarten C ricket As¬ 
sociation. "Top playersfrom 
around the region will be 
here." 

While local cricketfansare 
excited about the four-day 
match bei ng pi ayed here, the 
local cricket association is 
more excited about the fu¬ 


scheduled to begin arriving 
today. By this afternoon, 
C ari be Lumber Ballpark is 
expected to be buzzing with 
action as the squads inspect 
and then practice on the 
grounds. 

E ight teams are participat- 
ing in the competition. 
Games are being held 
throughout the region. In 
addition to the Leewardsand 
Windwards teams, Barba¬ 
dos, Guyana, Jamaica, 


Trinidad and Tobago, Kenya 
andtheW estl ndiesB squads 
are all participating in the 
Carib Series. 

The competition will be 
seven roundslong, followed 
by the semifinals, which are 
scheduled to be played F eb- 
ruary26to 29. 

The venue of the semifi- 
nalshasyetto beannounced, 
as well as the date and venue 
of the finals. 
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Tour badly needs lift for revamp season 



Shaq suspended one game 
for cursing on live TV 


PARIS—Cycling's newsea- 
sonsetsoff today inthesouth 
of France with the sport 
badly in need of the right 
sort of shot in the arm. 
Newslastmonthofapolice 
raid and a later confession 
of dopingfromamemberof 
the French-based Cofidis 
tea m cast cyd i ngf u rther i nto 
thedoldrumsjustasplansto 
present itself as newly 
deaned-up were being an¬ 
nounced. Sources at the I n- 
ternational Cycling Union 
(UCl) which governs the 
sport suggested last week 
that itfinally planned to sign 
up to the World Anti-Dop¬ 
ing Agency code of con¬ 
duct—the last major sport 
along with soccer to do so. 


Delhomme made it to the 
N F L the hard way so he was 
not about to give in after a 
dismal start to Sunday's Su¬ 
per Bowl. 

A refugee of NFL Eu¬ 
rope—often considered the 
league of last resort—the 
soft-spoken Carolina Pan¬ 
thers quarterback hit only 
one of his first 10 passes for 
justoneyard."Wehadsome 
trouble throwing it," 
Delhomme said in an un¬ 
derstatement. 

But he rebounded in a big 
way, and although the Pan¬ 
thers lost a 32-29 heart- 
breaker to the New England 
Patriots, Delhomme proved 
his mettle. The 6ft 2in, 215- 
pound Louisiana native fin¬ 
ished withl6completionsin 
33 attempts for 323 yards, 
three touchdowns and no 
interceptions. 

The first-year Panther ral- 


Cycling has long been 
tainted with allegations— 
and plenty of proof— of en- 
demic doping and the 
Cofidisepisodeappeared to 
confirm that the problem 
was still very much in exist¬ 
ence. 

One of their riders, 
Philippe Gaumont, was ar¬ 
rested and told local French 
radio France Bleu Picardie 
last week that "it may be 
that 90 percent of the cy¬ 
clists are not clean. I can't 
blame them because we are 
the victims of a rotten sys¬ 
tem." 

The 1992 0 lympic bronze 
medallist admitted to police 
that he had used the red 
blood cell-boosting drug 


lied histeamforl9pointsin 
thefinal periodonnineofl4 
passing for 211 yards and 
two touchdowns—only to 
finish on the losing side. 

"It's one of the worst feel¬ 
ings in the world," 
Delhomme said after the 
game. "Y ou can't explain 
what you feel right now. It's 
been agreat ride, understand 
that, but right now it's just 
hard." 

Panthers coach J ohn Fox 
praised Delhommeforturn- 
ingitaround."Hekeptusin 
the game and gave us an 
opportunity to win it. He 
played outstanding," hesaid. 

The fourth quarter was a 
wild affair, with a combined 
427 yards of offense. Patri¬ 
ots kicker Adam Vinatieri 
kicked thegame-winning41- 
yard field goal with justfour 
seconds left. 

"It's frustrating that we 
didn't get another chance," 


erythropoietin (EPO). The 
U Cl aredeterminedthatthe 
time is right to get tough on 
the cheats and Tour de 
France organisers insisted 
the sport should follow to 
the letter the strict guide- 
linesofWADA which advo¬ 
cates two-year bans for of¬ 
fenders. 

I ronically, some within the 
sport fear the new Pro-Tour 
circuit starting in 2005, with 
its extra emphasis on team 
competition could drive 
more cyclists to seek extra 
hel p from drugs. A t present, 
the to u r featu res 30 teams i n 
its "first division" of all the 
leadingclassicracesbutfrom 
next season thatnumberwill 
be cut to 20. 


said the 29-year-old 
Delhomme. "That's the 
thing that was tough for us. 
We were hoping to go into 
overtimeand bethelastone 
with the ball." 

"W efound a rhythm throw¬ 
ing the football, the line was 
blocking well and receivers 
were making unbelievable 
catches," headded."lt'sdis- 
appoi nti ng that we d i d n't get 
another chance to go back 
and get it and try to win it." 
Patriots quarterback Tom 
Brady won the Super Bowl 
MVP vote after completing 
32 of 48 passesfor 354 yards. 
But Delhomme's numbers 
were equally impressive. 

W hen asked how he felt as 
the game ended, hesaid: "I 
justwanted to watch thecel- 
ebration and let it hurt even 
more.Y oujustwanttokeep 
working to try to get back 
here and be on the other 
side of that rope." 


UCI president Hein 
V erbruggen dismissed fears 
that riderscompetingfor the 
bottom 10 teams would be 
put under increased pressure 
to cheat. "I even think it will 
be a better way to control 
doping," he said in a recent 
interview. "I cannot see big 
team chiefs taking the risk 
of hiring a rider with a dop¬ 
ing record." 

The sport is undeniably, 
though, in need of some 
brighter newsand that would 
comeinspadesinj ulyshould 
A merican LanceA rmstrong 
claim an unprecedented 
sixth Tour de France title. 
Armstrong has already en¬ 
sured an enduring place in 
thesport'sannalsafter over¬ 
coming testicular cancer to 
win the biggest race in cy¬ 
cling—arguably in sport- 
five times on the trot from 
1999. 

Another success would be 
an almost super-human 
achievement but even the 
amazing T exan cannot con- 
tinuefor ever and at 32 time 
must surely be running short 
for him. In 2004, he is likely 
to face the toughest chal¬ 
lenge of the lot with 1997 
winner J an U llrich now re¬ 
stored to full health and 
vigourandAlexVikokourov, 
Santiago Botero, Paolo 
Salvodelli and Cadell Evans 
all waiting in the wings to 
steal A rmstrong's crown. 

B ut before the Tour show¬ 
down, the one-day classic 
specialists will take front 
stage, starting with the 
G rand Prixd'O uvertureand 
E to i I e d e B esseges races th i s 
week. The rivalry between 
ageing Italian sprint ace 
M ario Cipollini and his 
young compatriot 

AIessandro Petacchi shouId 
be one of the highlights of 
the season. 


RODRIGUEZ 


Continued from page32. 

deal with the Tigers, said 
hisdientwasexcited about 
playing in theA L Central. 
"Pudgesaidtome,' I know 
thatdivi sion.Thatdivi sion 
could be mine,'" Boras 
said. 

Rodriguez also said the 
personal involvement of 
DetroitownerM ike Hitch 
played a part in his deci¬ 
sion. "It kind of evolved 
where I started to get into 
the process a little bit 
more," Hitch said. "Be¬ 
fore, thi ngs weren't work- 
ing well. We weren't get¬ 
ting the right players in. 
We weren't performing 
well." 


INDIANAPOLIS— 
Shaquille O'Neal was sus¬ 
pended without pay by the 
NBA on M onday, one day af¬ 
ter using obscene language 
and publicly criticizing the 
officials during a television 
interview. 

The suspension was an¬ 
nounced just hours after 
O'Neal issued a statement 
apologizingfor the comments 
he made following the Lak¬ 
ers' 84-83 victory over the 
Toronto R aptors on Sunday. 

O'Neal served the suspen- 
sionM onday night, sitti ng out 
a game against the Eastern 
Conference-leading Indiana 
Pacers. It will cost him nearly 
$295,000. 

Lakers coach Phil J ackson 
calledthepunishmenf'rather 
severe and childish in some 
ways." 

Jackson said he thought a 
fine would have been appro¬ 
priate and that thefans would 
be penalized bynotbeingable 
to see O'Neal in the Lakers' 
lonetripto Indianapolis. "The 
league is known for its vindic¬ 
tiveness," J ackson said. "But 


we didn't antici pate a suspen¬ 
sion." 

O 'N eal scored a season-high 
36 points against the Raptors 
in his third game back after 
missing 12 because of a 
strained right calf, but was 
angered by the officiating. H e 
made that clear in his post¬ 
game interview on KCAL- 
TV —conducted almost im¬ 
mediately after the game. 

"My message to (commis¬ 
sioner) David Stern is get 
some people in there that un¬ 
derstand the game and don't 
try to take over the ... game 
because people pay good 
money to see good athletes 
play," O'Neal said. 

When reminded he was on 
live TV, O'Neal responded 
with another profanity before 
the interview continued. "M y 
comments were made out of 
frustration in the heat of the 
moment," O 'N eal said in the 
statement released M onday 
by the Lakers. "But I realize 
that my choice of words was 
inappropriate and again, I 
would like to apologize." 



Carolina starting quarterback J ake Dehomme reacts at the end of Super Bowl XXVI 
his team loses to the New England Patriots in Houston, on Sunday. 


Impressive Delhomme proves 
mettle but comes up short 

HOUSTON-Jake 
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Door to French squad could 
still be opened for Anelka 


PARIS—Two French say- 
ingssumupNicolasAnelka's 
position as he tries to re¬ 
store his image with the 
French publicjustattheright 
moment to claim back a 
place in France's squad for 
Euro 2004. "Impossible is 
not French," Napoleon 
Bonaparte is supposed to 
have said. 

The prospect of Anelka, 
who will be 25 next month, 
playing for France under 
manager Jacques Santini 
had seemed impossiblesinee 
the M anchester City striker 
turned down a call-up in 
October 2002 before quali¬ 
fiers against M alta and 
Slovenia. A nelka was angry 
at being summoned only as 
a second choice and Santini 
made it clear he was closing 
thedooronanyfutureselec- 
tion. 

"Nicolas banned himself 
from the team by turning 
down a selection. As long as 
he does not change his com¬ 
ments and attitude on his 
own initiative he remains 
unpickable in my view," 
Santini said. 

AnotherGallicsayinggoes: 
"Only fools don't change 
their minds," and Santini 
might well be forced by cir¬ 


cumstances to prove he is no 
fool. 

While Thierry FI enry and 
David Trezeguet are the 
automatic first-choice strik- 
ersforthefinalsin Portugal, 
UEFA's decision to uphold 
Djibril Cisse's five-match 
ban for kicking an opponent 
in an under-21 match has 
givenSantini aserioushead- 
ache. UEFA said on Friday 
it had rejected Cisse's ap¬ 
peal against the ban, which 
will come into effect at the 
start of E uro 2004. 

Seduction Campaign 

The Liverpool-bound 
Cisse's absence leaves 
France with few outside 
choices. In recent months, 
all Santini's third-choice 
strikers have been through 
hard times—Olympique 
M arseille'sSteveM arlethas 
been injured for months 
while RC Lens Daniel 
M oreira and Olympique 
Lyon's Sidney Govou have 
been inconsistent at best. 
ThisiswhereA nelkamight 
comein.AlthoughM anches- 
terCityarehavingan incon¬ 
sistent season, Anelka has 
scored 20 goals including 
eight in his last eight 
matches. H e scored an ex¬ 


cellent last-minute goal in a 
2-ldefeatagainst hisold club 
Arsenal on Sunday, before 
being sent off seconds be¬ 
fore the final whistle for a 
bust-up with his old club 
mateAshleyCole. 

Santini himself has made 
no comment on the idea of 
Anelka'sinternational reha¬ 
bilitation but his boss, 
French Soccer Federation 
chief Claude Simonet, 
hinted that an Anelka re¬ 
turn was possible. 

Simonet has blamed 
A nelka'sdecisionto turn his 
back on F ranee on his rela¬ 
tive youth and said he would 
not rule out a comeback 
when the time comes and if 
need be. "M aybe his youth 
led Nicolas to outbursts we 
should leave behi nd and for¬ 
get," he said. 

A nelka, whose portfolio of 
previousclubsincludesParis 
St Germain (twice), Arse¬ 
nal, Real Madrid and 
Liverpool, has also made it 
clear he would be prepared 
to reconsider. 

Anelka had shunned 
French media since leaving 
ParisStG ermain to move to 
E ngland two seasonsago but 
he has been all over F rench 
television in recent weeks, 


Irish investors to keep 
heat on United boarf 


DU BLIN-M anchester 
United's major sharehold¬ 
ers John Magnier and J.P. 
M cM anuswill keep up pres¬ 
sure on the board over cor¬ 
porate governance even if a 
legal dispute with manager 
Alex Ferguson is settled, 
sources said on M onday. 

British and Irish newspa¬ 
per reports at the weekend 
said Ferguson, who issuing 
billionaire bloodstock ty¬ 
coon M agnier over owner¬ 
ship rights to record-break¬ 
ing racehorse Rock of 
G ibraltar, was working with 
his lawyers to hammer out a 
compromisedeal.The battle 
between the most powerful 
figure in the world blood¬ 
stock business and British 
soccer's most successful 
coach has caused severe tur¬ 
bulence atOldTrafford. 

H owever, a source close to 
Cubic Expression, the off¬ 
shore investment vehicle 
through which the I rishmen 
hold just over a quarter of 
the club's shares, made it 
clear the two issues were 
completely separate. 
"Cubic's correspondence 
and dealings with the 
M anchester U nited board 


will be unaffected by the 
quite separate issueof Rock 
ofG ibraltar,"the source told 
R euters. 

FI e pointed out that 
M cM anus, a hugely success¬ 
ful gambler and currency 
speculator,owned half ofthe 
Cubic holding but was not 
involved in the dispute with 
Ferguson. Cubic had notyet 
received a reply to a letter 
sent to the U nited board 
earlier this month which 
raised "very significant cor¬ 
porate governance issues", 
the source added. 

The letter, sent on January 
16, included a catalogue of 
questions relating to corpo¬ 
rate governance, compl i ance 
with regulatory guidelines, 
the conduct of player trans¬ 
fers and fees paid to transfer 
agents. 

After the Irish pair warned 
theymightdemand an inde¬ 
pendent audit of recent 
transfers, M anchester 
U nited lastweek announced 
itwould conduct an internal 
review. H owever, thisdid not 
go far enough for M agnier 
and M cM anus, who also de¬ 
manded limitson a new con¬ 
tract for F erguson so as to 


curb compensation due to 
him if he left. The board 
later appeared to bowto this 
pressure, awarding the 62- 
year-old G laswegian a one- 
year rolling contract. 

M ostmediacoverageofthe 
flak exploding around Old 
Trafford has been based on 
speculation that M agnier's 
mot i ve i s a d esi re fo r reven ge 
on one-time friend 
F erguson, who issued a writ 
last year claiming half own¬ 
ership ofthe R ock. F erguson 
saidhewasgivenhalfashare 
as a gift from M agnier and 
was entitled to half of the 
stud fees. 

The five-year-old thor¬ 
oughbred, which won seven 
su ccessi ve G ro u p O n e races, 
could generate more than 
100 million pounds ($182 
million) infeesoverthenext 
15 years. 

According to Irish legal 
sources, the Ferguson- 
M agnier case could take up 
to two years to reach 
Dublin's FIigh Court, dur¬ 
ing which time more pres¬ 
sure could pile up on the 
United manager who last 
week hit out at his "distress¬ 
ing" treatment. 



taki ng part i n talk showsand 
sports programmes he had 
turned down in the past. 
Anelka insisted "the door 
was open" and hinted that a 
misunderstandingwasatthe 
root of his row with Santini. 

"Thewholething is a prob¬ 
lem of communication. I've 
never understood what he 
(Santini) is trying to say to 
me," he added. 

No Choice? 

The player's brother and 
agent Didier admitted 
A nelkawastryingto improve 
hisimagebutdenied Santini 
was the target of his recent 
seduction campaign. 

"Since he has returned to 
E ngland hehasfeltgood and 
does not want to be cut off 
from France any more," 
Didier told soccer weekly 
But. "I t's the right time for 
him to speak. But we don't 
think it's going to influence 
Santini," he added. 

Anelka can count on the 
support of some of F ranee's 
mostinfluential playerssuch 
as defender Lilian Thuram 
and A rsenal's R obert P i res, 
who recentlysaid: "O n sheer 


talent alone, N icolas de¬ 
serves a place." 

The moody and aloof 
Anelka has 28 caps for 
France and has scored six 
goals for his country, inter¬ 
national experience which 
could prove crucial. 

M anchesterU nited'sLouis 
Saha and Lyon's Peguy 
Luyindula have been men¬ 
tioned as possibilities to 
make up for Cisse's I oss. But 
neitherhasplayedforF ranee 
beforeand Santini isunlikely 
to call up total rookies for 
the defence of their Euro¬ 
pean crown unlesshewishes 
to emulate 1998 manager 
Aime Jacquet, who repeat¬ 
edly turned down E ric 
Cantona and David Ginola 
in favour of young players 
such as Trezeguet and 
H enry. 

So does Santini really have 
a choice? "If he kneels in 
frontofmeand apologises, I 
will think it over," Santini 
recently told French maga¬ 
zine Paris M atch. 

Will Anelka go that far? "If 
we agree to discuss, every¬ 
thing can be solved," the 
player said. 


Four PSV players 
selected for 
Dutch national 
squad against US 

AMSTERDAM, Nether¬ 
lands-Four PSV 

Eindhoven players have 
been selected for the N eth- 
erlands' friendly against the 
United States on Feb. 18, 
the club said Monday. 

Forward Arjen Robben, 
halfback M ark van Bommel, 
defender Wilfred Bouma, 
and goalkeeper Ronald 
Waterreus would be named 
totheDutchsquad,PSV said 
in a statement. 

The D utch national soccer 
association won't release its 
full roster until Feb. 13. 
PSV's list is noteworthy for 
the absence of defender 
AndreOoijer, who recently 
underwenta mi nor knee sur¬ 
gery. 

Ooijer replaced Dutch vet¬ 
eran Frank de Boer in the 
Netherlands'6-0 victoryover 
Scotland during Euro 2004 
qualifying, and he is re¬ 
garded asacandidateto play 
alongside Jaap Stam in the 
center ofthe D utch defense 
in the finals in Portugal. In 
O oij er'sabsence, D e B oer is 
likely to play against the 
U nited States, and will re¬ 
main in contention for the 
center spot. 

According to Dutch media 
reports, De Boer left 
Turkey's Galatasaray last 
week for Scotland's Rang¬ 
ers in part to satisfy D utch 
coach Dick Advocaat that 
he will receive enough play¬ 
ing time ahead of the cham¬ 
pionship this summer. 

The United States an¬ 
nounced a provisional ros¬ 
ter of 17 M LS players last 
week. A spokeswoman for 
Ajax said M ondaythatj ohn 
O’Brien was also provision¬ 
ally selected for the U .S. 
squad, which he will join 
when it arrives in Europe. 


Veron hopes to play 
again in two months 


BUENOS AIRES— 
Chelsea midfielder J uan 
Sebastian Veron hopes to 
make a pi ayi ng return i n two 
months’ time after surgery 
on a herniated disc in his 
back lastweek. 

"I will spend the first 25 
days of my recovery here (i n 
Argentina). I fall goes well, I 
shall be back playing in two 
months," A rgenti ne newspa¬ 
per El Dia quoted Veron as 
saying in its online weekend 
edition. 


"But I'm more worried that 
the inj ury healswel I and that 
there are no complications 
of any kind," he added. Ar¬ 
gentine med i a had esti mated 
Veron would be out of ac¬ 
tion until M ay. H is doctors 
have refused to comment. 

V eron is now convalescing 
at home in the city of La 
Plata, 40 miles (60 km) 
southeast of Buenos Aires. 
Witnesses say Veron is 
closely guarded byateam of 
bodyguards. 


H e has been been sidelined 
fortwo monthsafter return¬ 
ing from international duty 
with A rgentina last N ovem- 
bersufferingfrom back pain. 
Veron said it was time for 
paybackfrom hisinjuriesand 
past poor form. 

"I wasn't in good shape ei¬ 
ther physi cally or in termsof 
myfootballforthelastWorld 
Cup," he said. "Now I want 
myrevengeandl'mgoingto 
have it, by working calmly." 
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HOUSTON-A blurry- 
eyed SuperBowl MVPTom 
B radystopped to pick up his 
new car and a trunk load of 
praiseM onday,following his 
masterful performanceguid- 
ing the New England Patri¬ 
ots to a dramatic 32-29 vic¬ 
tory over the Carolina Pan¬ 
thers. 

0 perating on less than one 
hour of sleep, a grinning but 
clearly weary Brady can ex¬ 
pect little in the way of rest 


Anastasiou 
makes switch 
from Roda 
to Ajax 

AM STE R DA M -Ajax 
have signed Greek striker 
Yannis Anastasiou from 
Roda JC Kerkrade, the 
Dutch first division leaders 
announced on M onday. 
The30-year-old hasagreed 
on a deal that runs until the 
summer of 2005 and is ex¬ 
pected to make his debut 
against second-placed PSV 
on Sunday. A jaxhavea num¬ 
ber of injury problems going 
into the top-of-the-table 
dashasZlatanlbrahimovic, 
Wesley Sonck and Rafael 
van der Vaart are all likely 
to miss the tie. 

Anastasiou joined Roda 
from Belgian side 
Anderlecht four years ago 
after spellswith G reek sides 
Ethnikos Piraeus and OFI 
Crete. H e has scored eight 
times this season and hasan 
overall record of 48 goals in 
114 appearances in the 
Dutch league. 


over the next few days as he 
makes a triumphant return 
to N ew E ngl and where more 
parties, more celebrations 
and more accolades await 
the quarterback. 

With two Super Bowl rings 
and two M V P awardsB rady 
must now be ranked among 
the NFL's quarterbacking 
elite, underlining hiscreden- 
tials with a record perfor¬ 
mance against one of the 
league's most feared de¬ 
fenses. 

It was on the Super Bowl 
stage two years ago that 
Brady first shot on to the 
NFL radar screen by lead¬ 
ing the Pats to a stunning 
upset win over the heavily- 
favoured St. Louis Rams. 
Whilethe Patriots were the 
favourites thisyear, Brady's 
performance may well rank 
as his best, the 26-year-old 
completing a record 32 
passes for 354 yards (fourth 
best in Super Bowl history) 
and three-touchdowns 
againstaferociousPanthers 
defense. 

Only nine quarterbacks 
have won two super Bowls 



(J oe M ontana 4, Terry 
Bradshaw 4,T royAikman3, 
BobGriese2,John Elway2, 
J im Plunkett 2, Roger 
Staubach 2, BartStarr 2) and 
all butAikmanand Plunkett 
are membersof the F ootball 
Hall of Fame. An even 
smaller selectgroup of three 


players(M ontana, Bradshaw 
and Starr) has two Super 
Bowl MVP awards in their 
trophy case. 

"There are a lot of great 
players in this league and 
they certainly deserve the 
recognition they get," said 
Patriots coach Bill Belichick. 


"But for a guy like Tom 
B rady to do what he's done 
this year, including the 
postseason, and again last 
night, he certainly deserves 
all the recognition he gets." 
B radysaid hissecond MVP 
award will find a place be¬ 
side hisfirstoneon the night 


table in his bedroom. But it 
isunlikely Bradywill be see¬ 
ing much of his bedroom in 
the next few days. 

I n the aftermath of his first 
Super Bowl win Bradywent 
from an unknown third- 
string quarterback to A-list 
celebrity and one of 
America's most eligible 
bachelors. 

H e has appeared on maga¬ 
zine covers, commercials 
and television shows. Hewas 
a judge for the M iss U ni- 
verse pageant, a passenger 
on D onald Trump's private 
jet and a guest at the Play¬ 
boy M ansion. 

"Excuse me if I stutter a 
little bit today, I'm working 
on about one hour of sleep," 
apologised Brady as he 
picked out hisnewCadillac. 
"It'sagreattrophyandsince 
the last time I won it, it'ssat 
next to my bed." 

"It'sa great, great honour 
but I think more important 
is holding up the Lombardi 
trophy we held last night," 
he added. "It is really the 
reason I go out there and 
play every day." 



Ivan Rod riguezstands infront of a mural offormer Detroit 
Tigers'great Bill Freehan during a Monday news confer¬ 
ence at Comerica Park announcing his $40 million, four- 
year contract with the Detroit Tigers._ 


Tigers, Rodriguez complete 
four-year $40 million deal 


DETROIT — Ivan 
Rodriguez finalized his 
$40million,four-year con¬ 
tract with the Detroit Ti¬ 
gers on M onday, leaving 
the World Series cham¬ 
pion Florida M arlins to 
join a team that last year 
set the American League 
record for losses. 

"This is an exciting day 
for me," he said. "I know 
they had a bad season last 
year, but I think this is 
going to be a completely 
different season." 

The signing of the 10- 
time All-Star catcher was 
the latest high-profile 
move by the Tigers, who 
went 43-119 last season. 
Detroit won five of its fi¬ 
nal six games to avoid ty¬ 
ing the post-1900 major 
league record of 120 
I o sses, set by th e 1962 N ew 
Y ork M ets. 

"If you don’t mind fora 
moment I'm going to soak 


this up a little bit," said 
Tigers manager Alan 
Trammell, who indicated 
Rodriguez could hitinthe 
No. 3 spot in the lineup. 
"This is how it starts. This 
is how we get better." 

Rodriguez, a 10-time 
Gold Glove winner and 
MVP of the NL Champi¬ 
onship Series, gets $7 mil¬ 
lion thisyear, $8 mi 11 ion in 
2005 and $11 million each 
in 2006 and 2007, accord¬ 
ing to contract informa¬ 
tion obtained by news 
media. The Tigers have a 
$13millionoptionfor 2008 
with a $3 million buyout. 

Detroit will defer $2 mil¬ 
lion of his salary in 2004 
and $3million each in 2006 
and 2007, all at 1 percent 
interest. 

If Rodriguez goesonthe 
disabled listfor 35 or more 
days in 2004 or 2005 be¬ 
cause of a lower spine in¬ 
jury, Detroitcould void the 


restof thecontract by pay¬ 
ing a $5 million buyout. If 
he goes on the DL for 35 
or more days in 2006 be¬ 
cause of a lower spine in¬ 
jury, theTigerscould ter¬ 
minate the deal by paying 
a $4 million buyout. 

Rodriguez would get a 
$500,000 bonus if he's 
voted the American 
League MVP, an award 
he won with Texas in 1999. 
If he wins the award twice 
under the contract, he 
would get $1 million the 
second time. 

Rodriguezhada$10mil- 
lion,one-yeardeal with the 
Marlins last season. He 
asked for a $40 million, 
four-year contract from 
Florida, which broke off 
talks Dec. 7. 

Scott Boras, Rodriguez's 
agent who negotiated the 

Continued on page 
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